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[Hirt 
nw of its vaults, the Government was obliged || than the assignats. 
: ree of 16th March, 1848, to suspend 

_ments and make the notes of the bank 

ivi < 


me a legal tender. Heve was an inter- 
e which could only be justified by consid- 
g oft nublic safe ty. 


a “i vreat Jaw is of universal application, 


the same at London, at Paris, and at Wash- 
von. {tis in the name of this law that I shall 

~ for the present proposition, 
"Bat I am not too confident with regard to the 
lr of this measure. Its influence will be in 

rat direction. But there are two things | 

r h we must provide also: first, taxation; and 
sondiy, victory. Let taxes be imposed which 


Let victory be won. But taxation and 


ryare butsigns of overmastering energyinthe || 


G ornment; and this nowis the one thing need- 


‘| There should be energy in ee branch of | 


the Government; in Congress as well as in the 
\rmy. The resources of the people are ample. 


Let them be properly inspired and the end will be | 


nt and certain. 
vr. COWAN. Mr. President, I propose to 
cay avery few words; and if it is possible un- 
“the circumstances I will endeavor in the first 
e to notice the most remarkable argument of 


U 


Senator from Massachusetts in support of this | 


He starts out by declaring that the question 
s already been settled, and that the question 


setted when the Congress of the United 


Was 


States of America undertook to pass and did pass | 


wing our Treasury notes a legal tender. 
Might one be allowed to ask what question that 
was? There are two questions involved in this 

we a question of constitutional power, raised 
yt sena 
of expediency or policy raised by the Sen- 
rfrom New Hampshire and myself. Which 
estion was settled, I should like to know, be- 
not a word which fell from the Senator’s 
s gave us the slightest inkling which of the two 
he intended to mean was settled by the passage 
f the legal-tender bill. 
Mr. SUMNER, I mean the question of power. 
Mr. COWAN. Well, I should like to know 
how the declaration that our notes should bea 
tender in payment of debts due from indi- 
vidual to individual, and for dues to the Govern- 
ment, can have any connection, the most remote, 
with the question as to whether we can suppress 
gaming. The honorable Senator from Ohio does 
see, It seems to me, where this question lies, and 
he says it isa question of gaming. The honor- 
able Senator from Massachusetts, in some extraor- 
dinary kind of misty, spiritual way, has located 
the question in connection with the legal-tender 
bill. I may be dull; | hope my brother Senators 
are not so dull; but if anybody can see the most 
remote connection between the two, I will give 
pand say no moreabout it. 

He next takes me to task because I read a chap- 
in regard to the assignats as illustrating the 
ity of this legislation, asan example that, try 

it when you will,and where you will, and under 

What circumstances you will, it amounts to noth- 

ing in the end. What was his answer to all that? 


Th assignat, said he, was unique, because some 
Ln 
f 


ter 


its redemption, 
Mr. SUMNER. An English banker. 
Mr. COWAN. An English banker, who was 
&lterwards made a nobleman. 
‘Mr.SUMNER. No. 

Mr. COWAN. Well, he ought to have been 
‘nobleman, because the fellow who discovered 
‘hat certainly deserved some title or blue ribbon 
‘wear on his breast. I can say to the Senator 
_ the: assignats were based on a most excellent 
“ecurity, ‘The assignats were based on the crown 
a eel property of France, and that included 
ae J ce of the property of France 
jai | eas and if it had not been for the inse- 
. rs uit rs if it had not been for a doubt as 
Sa ne r the revolution would succeed, there 

~ Hever a paper in the world better secured 


104 


ti 


bear a certain proportion to the exigency of || 


tor from Maryland; and the other | 


igish nobleman .said no provision was made | 
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They were intended to be 
redeemed, and they were to be redeemed in that 
most substantial of all property, that property 
which of all others men most desire to achieve 
and men most desire to retain, real estate, better, 
ay, better even than gold. The holder of the 
assignats, if he had faith in the revolution, could 
go into the market and purchase the real estate 
of the church and of the crown of France to any 
|} extent with them; and it was only because he 
feared the title that he chose to hold on to the 
paper and let it depreciate in his hands rather 
than trust to the success of the great revolution 
which was then in progress. 
paper that the eminent English banke r, the most 
eminent English banker according to the Senator, 
said no provision had been made for the redemp- 
tion of, 


the question before us? The honorable Senator 
says that this bill is to protect the currency from 
abuse; that the currency of the country belongs 
to the country, and that it is within the purview 
of our constitutional powers to make it,and why 
should it not be protected? Whois assailing the 
currency of the country? What protection is this 


try? I expected that the honorable Senator would 
then show us how betting upon the price of gold, 
or the price of our currency, if you please, af- 
fected that currency. I expected some gentle- 
man upon this floor, when he asked us to pass 
this legislation which has been denounced, which 


futile for ages, would try to show to the Senate 
| how this measure would affect the currency. Has 
| anybody done it? Ifso, I have not heard it. No 

ecntleman has said here that because I bet that 
| the currency will be fifty percent. to-morrow and 

the Senator from Oregon [Mr. Nesmirn] bets that 
it will be forty-five per cent., that affects the cur- 
| rency itself. No gentleman here has undertaken 
to say that our bet has atendency to do that, be- 
cause every gentleman knows that if 1 undertake 
to raise the currency in that way, the Senator 
from Oregon is justas much bound to keep it 
down; and if we could have the slightest influ- 
| ence upon it, would not the one counteract the 
other? What objected to the bill was thatitthrew 
the whole force of the Government into the scale 
of him who bet against the Government. That 
was the objection to the bill which | stated when 


!| 1 was first up. 
But after stating that my reading about the as- 
|| signats had nothing to do with the question, the 


honorable Senator went on to read about fore- 
stalling. What had that to do with the question? 
Isthere any forestalling here? Is anybody charged 
with buying up all the gold or buying up all the 
paper? Is there a question of fores@iling in this 
case atall? Is there the most remote allusion to 
it inany way, orin any of its aspects? And yet 
we are treated to a long disquisition upon fore- 
| stalling. The honorable Senator from Massa- 
| chusetts has a perfect right to lecture here upon 


forestalling, if he sees fit 


| 


, but at the same time he 


cannot blame other people forsaying a word now 
and then, and reading a word now and then about 
assignats. 

Then, Mr. President, another doctrine is an- 
nounced which IL beg leave utterly and totally to 
dissent from, and | think that no Senator within 
these Halls will more willingly join with me m 
this dissent than the honorable Senator from Olio. 
The honorable Senator from Massachusetts lays 
down the rule that the salus populi is to be our 
guide here, that the public safety is to be our 
pole-star, and that to it alone we are to look for 
our authority in the premises. Sir, I dissent to- 
tally and entirely from that doctrine. We are 
here a body of men, the representatives of the 
American people, with delegated powers, with 
our letter of attorney in our pockets, with no right 
|| to transcend a single powerora single authority 
| given in that letter. In order to be sure of it, 
| (how it could be presumed that a gentleman would 
| dare to do it Ido not know,) out of abundant 








And this is the | 


But, Mr. President, what has all that to do with | 


| has been ridiculed, which has been considered | 
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| caution, to be doubly sure, every member here 


bill intended to give to the currency of the coun- 1] 


| he invokes hich Heaven to witn 


| question, in one sense of the word. 


judgment and our discretion. 


goes to thatdesk and takesa solemn oath in which 
ss that he will 
not only exert the power conferred, but that he 
will not transcend it. Then, sir, our authority 
and our power is not a thing which rests in our 
Ifatyrant should 
decide that the public safety required that the 
members upon this side of the Senate should be 
thrown into a dungeon, that would furnish him 
his constitutional warrant, I suppose, according 
to this doctrine! Mr. President, it is not only 
not true, but itis dangerous, subversive of all lib- 
erty, and destructive of the very fabric that we 
are here to protect and preserve, that fabric of 
which we have all been heretofore so proud. 

Now, another word with regard to the Senator 
from Massachusetts. He says that this bill un- 
dertakes to regulate the trade in gold. Why, 
Mr. President, has the honorable Senator read it? 
If he has read the bill, does he not know that 
this bill undertakes to regulate the trade in the 
absence of gold? It is not the trade in gold, but 
in not gold, if you please. The bona fide trans- 
actions in gold are protected; and half the speech 
of the honorable Senator from Ohio was made to 
show the Senate that the bona fide transactions 
in gold, the fair dealings men 
where under this bill, were protected. 

Mr. SUMNER. Is not that reculation? 

Mr. COWAN. Regulation! Mr. President, 
if there is anything to be regulated, it is regula 
tion; but there is nothing here connected with 
gold or with the currency that is to be regulated, 
It is not the currency that is regulated; but it is 
the conduct of certain men in betting and specu- 
lating upon certain fluctuations in the curre ney 
that is forbidden, not regulated. 

Now, Mr. President, a word as to my honor- 
able friend from Ohio, who does really argue the 
He says that 
our credit is as good to-day as it was a year ago. 
That may be; but what I object to is that the ev- 
idence that he cites of the fact does not prove it. 
He says that a certain class of our bonds,a year 


among every- 


| ago,sold for 92, and that now they are worth 114 


If he had proved that that 92 and that 114 were 


| in gold, | agree he would have made his point; 


| a year aroand now. 


but when he leaves that open, and when it is no- 
toriously the fact that the 92 and the 114 are in 
our currency, it proves the very reverse of what 
he says. Why 1s it that these bonds go up? Be- 
cause the currency goes down. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I stated at the same time 
the difference between the price of paper money 
I stated that gold was then 
from 160 to 170 and now from 170 to 180, showing 
a difference in favor of the Government. 

Mr.COWAN. Ido not say but that the hon- 


orable Senator can prove his proposition; but I 


| say that the evidence he has adduced in order to 


do so, and the manner in which he left the ques- 
tion, proved no such thing. If there was any 
merit in showing the fact it should have been so 
clearly that it would do the good that | have no 
doubt he intended it to do. 

Then he says, further, that we here have com- 
pelled the Secretary ofthe Tr asuryinto his present 
unfortunate condition. I think not. I very well 
that the honorable Senator from Ohio 
and the chairman of the Committee on Finance 
upon One Occasion rose In the Senate and stated 
that the Secretary of the Treasury had expressed 
the opinion that if those bounties were allowed, 
which the Senator calls enormous bounties, the 
Treasury would not be able to meet them; and I 
very well remember, too, how much astonished 


thee y were when a few days after they received a 
letter from the Secretary of the ‘Treasury accom- 
panied by another from the Secretary of War, 
stating that they could be paid. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
the Secret iry of the Tre sury the justice to say 
that the Secretary of War in his estimate said it 
would not take over twenty million dollars to pay 
the bounties, and he went on to give the ttems in 
detail; and then the Secretary of the Treasury 


remember 


Jut the Senator must do 


at 
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faith of this statement to me by the 


of War, Ido not believe it will seri- | opert 

t s trie yallow the additional oOut- Il san 

ti ao it [ 
Ni COW AN. Th ry the blame should | e laid Whi 


tary of War, and not on the Senate. 


on e Seere 


| rie SENDEN. | bew the Set ator’s pur- sach 

do [he blame js just as much to be Jaid upon | unm 
‘z ’ W vie led t} : > 4 4 ‘ | 

. eens nded the time in two seveta: our ¢ 


reso 


se Vi ral months. 


’ | | Ve, al 1 for 


| OH NSON. At their reques’ 
Mr. FESSENDEN But we did ut, and we || ord 
hey thre t} t would Db pan 
i POEL NSOW (ler y as! 


N. lam prepared to say what as t 
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ator from Ohio a difficulty that arises und 

vie: but this | really do not understand. As fifth section. This se ction very pr es 

1 ly fore . | ram oppose d tothis because ] think civil action for the recovery of the 

jut of that very condition of affairs scribed in the fourth se ction; but th 

by Me. McCulloch, in the a sliding penalty, not less than $1] 000 “ . 7 

ble Senator from Mas- || than $10,000. if a civil action eee ae ». SHE 

recover that penalty, how much wall bs 

ere d? l think it would be better ¢ » fix the : 

of the penalty in the fourth section a —— 

certain, fixed sym. kioieat 

Mr. SHERMAN. That subject was dis 


> committee, and the proposition wa : i 


—-= - {a64. 


stand how 1 18 to 


usetts. | think it comes out of a panic, an Us! V 
anly panic on our part, an unmanly fear that 
redit isgoingdown and that we shall have to 
rt to one of those suces daneums, one of those 
sions which have so often deceived men in 


r to keep itup. I would not yield to sur ha | in the 
ic. Lwillnotput so far || to add the substance of the fifth section : 


. * . Kt 
ny vote goes, any suc fourth, as partof it; but it was suggested t 
) an grested | 

Ido not wan! to have it handed penalty could be recovert d as the bill sta 
fuer that the American Sen- Mr. HARRIS. It cannot be done, | oh: 


upon the statute-book, 


h monument of our folly 


his would be. 





ir. COWA prev 
my ble friend fron VMaiye knew, ormy hon- 
oO d from Ohio knew, or wit tmy non- ate in the yeat of our Lord 1864 ure d to force their Mr. SHERMAN. The que SUOD Was! 
or friend from Wasconstw Vir. DootitTLe] || currency by ™ ans of this kind, and Ido not want committee, and a very good lawyer th: 
k | ive? »dou tthe y al , wrent Gea Wist I it said too that the y tried Lo for “e ytain the face of could be d me. 
in dam, and know a great deal more than I || all the historical pre eedents which had gone be- Mr. HARRIS. I think it would be better: 
‘ it} confess that when 1 voted for extend- fore, in the face of the assignats, ( iuhough they fixthesum. Perhaps $1,000 is enough and 
he time witha which the bounties were to were not redec mable!) 10 the face’ of the Conti- be better than a larger amount. I mov - 
d I did not know that any disastrous con- nental money, which went away like frostwork | fourth sé ction, to strike outin the third a df 5 
jel were to flow trom i, and | am not hefore the sun, ithe face of all pre cede nts, in the lines the words ** in any sum notls ss than,” 
wred to say now thatit w is not the very best || face of the directrevolt ofour reason and our com- the words Sf one thousand dollars,’’ and th 
roa Loe ie done for the country. mon sense in i curd to ity and 1 do not want to strike out the words ** por more than ten the 
Ur. FESRBENDES. Thatis not the question. do it at the bidding of anybody, whether he be dollars;’” so that it will read, ** be flned §1 fy ) 
The Senator must have knownh, if he reflected a Secretary of the ‘Treasury or whether he be not. Mr SHERMAN. Lsuggestto the Se we a 
moment, t f the time were extel ded longer In imitation of the Senator from Massachu- |} cause I know he wishes to accomplish the o i 
honld have to pry more money for bounties. |, 5! tts. allow me to refer to @ Roman precedent, It || to propose at the end of section four to inset , 
ir, COWAN. © riamly. was said of Cato, | believe, that he never made a || words: “And in addition thereto shall pay a pen- a 
Mi PiESSENDEN. Phat was all anybody speech in the Roman Senate that he did not con- alty of $1,000 for each offense,’’ to mak the ne- rw 
elae could know. clude with ‘¢ Carthago dele nda est:’? Carthage must || cumiary penalty distinet from the punishment, and - a 
Mr. COWAN But 1] was not in a condition be destroy d. | propose to adopt another form- then let section five pr scribe the mode in w : . SH 
ta dive to the fathomless de pths of this Treasury |, ula and to join mm it again most heartily ; instead || the penalty shall be collected. the | 
of ** Carthage must be destroyed,” I would say Mr. FESSENDEN. The other sum varying 1. &0 


fours to know exactly how much itcould pays 


those who have heretofore ad- from $1,000 to $10,000 Is penalty. 


) 

and how much itcould not pay. | took that from | again, along with 

the Secretary bins f, and i do not think it ts |) ar ssed the Senate, °° We must pass a revenue Mr. SHERMAN. But where a man isindicted, eee 
proper that any ce nsure should be passed upon Us bill? itis an old joke; it came from the head [ think there ought to be a graduation to meet! Ir, Oe 
for yielding to their solicitation in this.matter be- |, of the table; the Secretary of the Treasury started || circumstances of the various cases. ie 
cause we might have known better. I might per- |) 1; he said 11 must be one that would pay one half || Mr. FESSENDEN. It is already prov 

haps have known Letter, but I did not Know any our current expenses. I agree with him thor- that the penalt >shall bea fine not less than $1,000 

beiter. ianrvery free now to say that | do not oughly; and Ll say if we want to cure the depre- | nor more than $10,000. 

know that we did not do the very best thing we ciation in our currency let us pass a revenue bill, | Mr. SHERMAN. That might stand as part - 
could do under the circumstances, J hope that our new veneral and our newly re- of the judgment on conviction. “ 

1 had hia d, Mr. Pre sid it, that the honor ible cruited armies, and the ceneral spirit which pet- Mr. HA RRIS. l think it will be more sim : 
Seyator from Ohio wou d endeavor to show tothe || vades the country everywhere, will achieve us a |) as 1 propese it. a4 
Senate how the bill was aleulated to remedy the victory, and that too willaid. Let us satisty the | -Mr. Sit LERMAN. Very well. aon 

: » | and | ouly repeat what everybody else The VICE PRESIDENT. The question § pa 
the Senator from New York 


mischt fof which he Compaditts. Hie s ys th ata 
inn New York and they 


and there fore he pro- 


r 


onreet of men? ettogethet 


bet upon the price of wold, 


pos 


The obvious an- 


s to make that unlawtal, 
nol pre vent 


ewer to al] that 1s," Your bill does 
them from getting together and betting on thi 
ice of greenback You do not make that un- 
awful, und that is domg lire ctly what the y are 
now doing indirectly.”” They now bet upon 
hut ostensibly their be tting 1S 
the off nse, that is the real 
If offense it be, and if effect 


orecn bac ks really, 
upon gold. That is 
1 ol the off nse. 

duced from ital all, it is that they pro- 


‘ mb we jeus 
duce an ¢ {fect on the 
he shown that by this betung those securiuies are 
afl ted one way or the othe r? ilas he shown 
that the man who bets them up is we aker than 

| have not heard 


price of our securities. Las 


the man who bets them down? 


a word said upon that point. 


He says the Secretary of 


the Treasury thinks 
good will come of the bill. It 


th something 

looks mm the right direction, the Senator from 
Viassachusetts Says, and he tells us we ought to 
try it Mr. Pre sident, | object to that species of 
leoislation—use less legislation, doubtful gisla- 


tion. it was always a mischief, and 1 think no 
one has a right to come here and ask us to vote 
for a bill when he or the friends who advocate it 
with him cannot show reasonably that it 1s Co pro- 
duce the desired effect. Has it been shown that 
if you prevent gamblers from betting on gold to- 

t to-morraw upon green- 


might they will not be 
backs? Not at all. Nobody has shown that. 


Certainly one would be as disas 
and the iatter far more so than the former, be- 
ald be doing directly what we 


trous as the other, 


cause then they Wt 
charge them with doing now indirectty. 

Another most significant peroration with which 
all these who advocate this bill wind up is that 
y do not know that it will be effective. Mr. 


Oo propuses a law, and the 


they i 
President, if the man wi! 
man whoadvoc 
a sper ch in favor of a law, 
gong to be « ifect 
a geutl man prope 
some pith and body « 


ses a measure here 
nd bone and muscle jn it 


atesa law,aridthe man who makes 
do not know that It is 
' ‘ a, 
iye, HOW are we to Know: W hen 
which has 


people 
has said) that wec 
we intend Lo do it, 
debts after it is put down, and 
Have faith in us and faith in our currency, and || 

‘ amendment,in the elg 


let the gamblers of New York bet and 
the words ‘* or of any foreign excuange. 
A 


an put down the rebellion; that || the amendment of th 
and th t we intend to pay eur |) fo the amendment of the committee. 
then people will ted 


Theamendment to the amendment was rejected oi 


Mr. COLLA MER. In the first secttot 


lth line, Lmov to strike out ae 


you may 


bet as they please, and they will never vary ita }| 5 

hair’s-breadth from the re al wold standard. Mr. SHERMAN. If there is a desire to press MI 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on \| that amendment, | will state that t y strike out for is 

the amendment propos d.by the Senator from jj €lgn exchange will evade the whole bill a 

New Hampshire (Mr. Ciark] to the amendment |} feat ts purposes Foreign exchange Is gol’. 

of the Committee on Finance. Mr. COLLAM ER. I donot understand . 
Mr. SHERMAN. Fore wn xchange is guia ly 

1 up ds 


Theamendmentto the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. COLLA MER. I move to strike out the 
second secuion, which requires the business to be 
ask for ihe yeas 


of nine and two thirds per cent. } 


ata prema 
think that is the [xe d rate, though se: 
le more ora little iess. 


may bea | Gold and 
the same, and therefore | 





done at a particular place, and | | 
and nays. || foreign ¢ xchange are 11e. 
The yeas®nd nays were ordered. i atrike at dealings in foreign eXco8 - _ W 
Mr. COLLA MER. Let the section be read. || foreign exchange to be bought and sold en wm 
The Secretary read it, as follows: \| would be to allow these persons tof on" W 
arc. 2, And be it further enacted, That irshal ne Cur |] Same operations a desire to preven’. : 
ther unlawful tor any banker, broker, or other person, to | Mr. COLLA MER. I do not wish to occupy 
make any purciaise oF sale of any gold coin ot bullion, or |} the time of the Senate unless Lam compen 1 
of any foreign ¢ xchange, or any contract for any such pur do so at some slage of this business, by mek 9 : 
chase or sale, at any other place toan the ordinary place ol | om eaneakte hout th »Cor stitution of the United 
business of either the sé ler or purchaser, owned or hired |) | yor marks ave ~ eae : . : 
and occupied by him individually, or by a partnership of || States. I think ita subject almost ol ders hat 
which he is a member. || here; with many gentlemen it 1s at object ol U 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. In December last, | rision. As it Is soln a great measure, ale 
when | undertook to investigate this subject in || 1s sneered at for mentioning the Constitutt , aud 
New York, in talking with the loyal men there | if he has a decent respect for it and for his e¥" 
who looked upon this speculation as a great evil, || oath he is called a ** timid”? man, | do not 
they all agreed 10 the opinion that this provision | take up much of the attention of a body Whe 
was highly important, and | hope it will not be || such a subject is treat din such a manner. lw I 
stricken out. \| merely say that I do not see how We have pow f ! 

The yeas and nays being taken, resulted— | to forbid people, or to regulate, if you P™ 
yeas 15, nays 25; as follows: } yweople i making matter of trade in rekitio’ 

VY EAS—Messrs. Buckalew, Clark, Collamer, Cowan, \ bill of foreign exchange, any more than i 
Davis. Grimes, Harding, Henderson, Hendricks, lowe, |} tion to any other prece of prop rly. Have y a 
ier — Powell, Bale a Wright—>- | power to forbid the buying and selling ol Kk reige 

j =s- pUSssTs- nthony, bre Vil. handier, onness, | . } oe of tore" 
aon. Destin, eae eee ue oo ee i goods because the buying and sen™s of | : 
woods, it is said, occasions gold to be carrie’ 
nave 


Morgan, Morrill, Pomeroy, }) 
Sumner, ‘Ten Byek, ‘Tram || of the country? Ido not see how wi 
| power, where that power 1s found in the 
an undertake to fore pr 


of Indiana, Laue ot Kansas, 
Ramsey, Shrermah, Sprague, 


bull, Van Winkle, W ade, Willey, and W ilson—2o. I 
amendment was re- i 


ons 


eo 


tation, by which we ¢é pune 
ple trading in an article otherwise 4 lawful artic 


So the amendment to the 
of commerce. Fore ign paper is as mus ul 


ject d. 


Mr. HARRIS. I desire to suggest to the Sen- 





That is the trouble I have 
ose it is worth any time. 


id it SUP} 


he time of the Senate 


vy it in useless dissertations. 


yi 


RMAN: In reply to the Senator 


Is too great 


- | will say that [| certainly do not 
yy constitutional point being raised. 

C LAME R. I did not speak of it as if 

» made a point of order on any man 

Laughter. | ‘It has not got quite to that, 

the gentleman can make it a point 


SHERMAN. I was trying to relieve my- 
. imputation the honorable Senator was 
who are in favor of this bill. It 

to me there is no practical constitu- 

ty. This bill does not prevent any 

{ ted States or any foreigner from 

ie foreign exchange he can pay for, 

yo, Butit prevents him from buying 
xchange that he cannot pay for. ‘That 
isaboutit. Hehasno right to appeal 

eto enforce a contract for foreign ex- 

he got the fore ign exchange at the 

purchase and paid his money for it. 

\f LLAME R. Ido not know bat that 
1,000,” i thinks that an answer, and i] pre- 
k so. I think itis none at all. 


ya very wenk one, in my judgment. 
s well tell me, ** You shall not buy a 
n broadcloth unless you have got 

» 99 F 
or it. 


l think the Government of 





; HEI ; 

“ St ; have undoubtedly a right to 
: lation. 

‘toe jr, COLLAMER. A vight to prevent a man 


Yes, and | think it would 


sion to leave the law of debtor aud 


honor and good faith of 


y to the 
1 let neither State nor nation at- 
ree individual contracts of that kind 
That, however, is neither here 
ut certs uinly the States and the United 
he right to deny to any class of cred- 
of their courts to enforce a particu- 
debt, and it is done in many cases. 


We deny to all courts the power to enforce a gam- 

os Sask ut. Why? Simply because to enforee 
tract would be injurious @ the public 

We may deny to the courts of the Uni- 

States the right toenforee a contract like this, 

onsider as’a gaming contract, and we 

it void and punish it as an offense. 

l he billdoes. 

P COL L \M ER. I do not suppose the gen- 

ly desi s when rising here so to speak 

Wily aie to induce me to makean 
as gument on this point. Ldo not know, however, 
; tI sha i be oblige d to do so. When I got 
uit to dise laim doing it, and did not mean 

butur the gentleman insists upon it, as 

“old 8 to put nen points as if the y were inca- 
ng answ ered, and I suppose he thinks 
Mas igh to a mind they have nothing to do 
bn question, i may have to make an argu- 
i the subj but I shall not take time 
| itto be true that you can forbid the 
United States courts for enforcing a 
; + contract made in the city of New York, 

United tis bil? No, sir. This bill is an attempt 

¥, if you call this a gaming contract, and | 
ho objection to its being called so, that the 
‘States wil by law render that contract 
al everywhere, The bill is not simply that a 
die ‘0 the contract shall not have the use of 
) rts to enforce it, but it is an attempt here 
a ‘hat aman shall not have the use of a State 
> ia y other court, and impos S ape nalty. 
| al : 8 what is attempt d to be done, aud it is a 
a ee*asion of the gentleman to try to get out 


t i y 8a) ‘ying that we m: ly forbid the use of our 
s for | 


: he enforcement of certain contracts. 


ive ) », Atis not the point before us. The bill forbids 
¢ foreig - Sot urts everywhere from enforcing them. 
foreig nant »Lobserve that, when the gentleman was 
: it _— erin ; in Some measure what was said by the 
: rable Senator from Maryland, he said these 
Constr ae or contracts, and he asked, ‘Is it not 
id peo So make laws against gaming; do we 
ularticle ~ Make them in this District??? Did that’ an- 
h so ag ‘the objection? The obje ction was that we 


~~ BO power to impose penalties for gaming in 


relation to contracts made withi 


i ra State, and vet 
the attempt is made to lead us off by satine you 
ean do itin this District. That does not answer 
the nome, 

But, Mr. President—and I shall not oceuny 
further time now—I do not expect that the words 
| have moved to strik ut will be put out of the 
bill, Lexpectthem to be retained in the ,and 


! 
| 


l 


Chis billis putasa complement to anothe 


expect the bill to be na 
2 PASsSe d asacom rte ment 


eferred to in the! 


d, and | expect it to 
toa certain other bill, 


tter, on which this ts founded. 


r, form- 
vod that to be 80, | 
xpect that 1t will pass, and I expect to vote 


ne partofaplan. I underst 


against it; but it may be my duty in relation to 


myself personally to occupy some little time in 
viving the reasons why I feel called upon to vot 
im that way. I shall th refore sav no more about 
itat this moment, but merely notify the Senate 


, if Lean be permitted, at some time before 


hie ard upon 


he bill passes, | deswe to be 


VICEPRESIDENT. The question is on 
the amendment of the Senator from Vermont to 
the amendment of tl committee, 

Mr. CLARK. | view of the wish expre ssed 
by the, Senator fi Vermont I move that 
Senate do now adjourn 


Verm nt wi hes 


ask for the yeas 


ordered. 


id the Senator from 


Mr. DIXON, | 
motion. 
The eas i 1) lys were 


Mr. DIXON. Ll unders 


and nays on 
¢ 


k, and 


araw the i t ye and nays. 


|} certain 


iI 


Mr. i \ NDLI YR. By unanimous’consent | 


’ : . | ] . 5 ; 
isk iv yn c i:motion thatwhen the Senal 


cannot be 


withdrawn, obj n 1 iad 
Mr. CLARK l ve no desire to take un the 
time of thi > { ! ] trea thie yeas and nays on 


Lie motion eae lh, nd if the Senate will pe = 
mit me I will wi j Lint mot on, 

The VICE Pl The Senator from 
New Ham hire can withdraw his motion by 
unanimous ¢ Mi , 

Mr. POWE ] iL I object 

The VICE PRE SIDI: NT. That being ob- 


jected LO,dt cannot be done. The Secreta iry wil 
ib refore im | With the ¢ ll. 

The question being taken by ye nd nays, 
resulted—ye ZS \ 19 ws 


YEAS—M s. Buck Vv, ¢ k, Collamer, Cowa 
Davis, Dixon, Doolittle, Fo r. Grimes, Harding, Harri 
Hendricks, Jolson, Lane of Indiana, Lane of Kansas, 
Morgan, Morrill, Nesmith, Pomeroy, Powell, Saulsbury, 
Willey, and Wright—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. At y, Brown, ¢ ndler, Conness, 
Fessenden, Hale, Henderson, Howard, How Ramsey, 


Sherman, Sprague, Sum Feu | k, Trumbull, Van 
Winkle, Wade, Wilkinson, and Wilson—19. 
So the motion was rj ed to; and the Senate 


adjourn d. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Fripay, -pril 15, 1864. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Cnanninea. 


Phe Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Prayer 


CORRECTION 


Mr. RICE, of Maine. Irise to a privileged 


question. On the vote on the motion, made by 
the gentleman from Ohio {Mr. Cox] to lay upon 
the table the lutions censuring his colleague, 


{[Mr. Long,] | find t Tamnot recorded. Id 
vote in the negative; § st lask that my vote shall 
be so recorded. 

It was ordered accordingly. 

ESTABLISUMENT OF ARSENALS. 

Mr. VILSON. | ask the a hath Wee anes lon 
of the House to take up House bill No. 206—an 
act in addition to an act for the establishment of 
arsenals, which has been returned from 
the Senate with an immaterial amendment. 

The re was no objection; and the amendment 
of the Senate was concurred in. 

Mr. WILSON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the Senate 
in; and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


amendment was concurred 
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EVENING 


SESSION 


Mi WILSON | k unanimous consent to 
int duce tt { A 

K I ul lou will, 
commu n ' . 
from hall p ‘ \ . Ty rf 
each day j gy l i 1 
transac nol busi 


Mr. BLISS. IL object. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Hiinois. Leen 
agree withthe gentleman from lowa, butin refer 
ssions I confess Ll do differ 
from him. Lam in favor of our sitting here 
ing the day and attending to the publie 


ence to these night s 
dur- 
busines 
PENSIONS 
Mr. WHALEY. Iam entitled to the flooron 
he } ‘ 


tal order, and I there! e reportback from 


Invalid Pensions House bill 
No. 359, Supplementary to an act entitled **An 


i@ Committee on 


tto erant | nsions,”’ approved July 14, 1862 
oe a } ss o 

the bi read 

M 1 . 

M Ho L MAN A mov > Strike oul the fol 
low 

Sy A is ehay int 
Arm { \ lto the ber 

t t 1 \ > on the 

! or 1 p ) } i 1 ‘ m we if 
uch off held the rank iD 


That was provided for in a bill which passed 


som days ago, and it ought therefore to be 
= ken out oft 

WwW i AL KY. As 1 understand the bill 
poets 8 It Senate, | have no objec- 


tion to the amendment, 

Mr. Hotman’s me ion was agreed 
The bill was then erdered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was ac 
cordingly read the third time, and passed, 


Mr WHALI moved 


by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 


to reconsider the vote 


iy the motion to reeonsider on the table 


‘The latter motion was agreed. to, 


LEAVES OF ABSENCE. 
Mr.STROL 


Puiuie Jounson, 


aiew days 


Lask that my colleague, Mr 
shall have leave of absence for 


li wa so ordered. 


Mr. MIL LE. of Penn yivania, l ask that 
Mr. O'NEILL, ot Ohio, shall have leave of : 
from Monday next. 
lt was so ordered. 


MONTANA. 


I submit the 


iba nce 


for ten days 


Mr. BEAMAN. 


" 
following re- 


rt from a committee of conference 

he ¢ 1 1, as follow 

The comu fee of conterene pp ter! ,eor der the 
disagreeiug votes of tl twokH Ist ont bill (H.R.No 
15) entitled “An act to provir a temporary government 
for the ‘Territory of Montana,’ having met, attera tal d 
free conference Way ag ad to report to thelr respective 
Houses and recommend as tollow 

That the House recede trom their disag mentto a 
first amendment of the Senate, and agree to the sone 

Phat the Senate re de trom thelr cond amendment 

hat the House recede trom their disag ment to the 


third amendment of the Senate, and agree to the same 
B. F. WADE, 
J.H. LANE 
W. SPRAGUE, 
Managers on the part of the Senate 
F.C. BEAMAN, 
J}. M. ASHLEY, 
Managers on the part of the House 


Mr. BEAMAN., Ishall not make 


upon this report at this time, | vuse | beliey 


my remarks 


+ a! } 
every gel eman bas 
in ide up his mind in What munner he wilt vote, 


I therefore demand the previous question on its 
option, 
Mr. HOL MAN moved that the report be laid 
upon tie aly] 


Mr. COX demanded the yeas and nays 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negaative—yeas 66, neys 66, the Speaker 
riving his casting vote in the negative; as fol 
lows: 

YEAS—Mesers. James C. Allen, Ba Ananet Cc 
Baldwin, Francis P. Blair, Bliss, Be James 8S. Brown, 
Clay, Coffroth, Cox, Cravens, ¢ vell, Hen Winter 
Davis, Dawson, Denison, Eden, Bidridge, lt , Ganson, 
Grider, Hall, Hard , Her » Holman, 0 \ 
liam Johnson, Kalbflei Ker Lay 1,02 j : 
Matlory. Marey,. McDowell, McKins V\ an H. Mil 
ler, James R. Morris, Morri , Nels \ « Chtell, 
i id ou, Pru , amu Jk Wi su Hei wedall, 
Robinson, Rogers, James 8. R = k. Scott, Smith, 


William G 





Smithers, Steele, 





rT 


- 


ome 


ae ere 


SW erent aneenes ater tad 
oe) _ » 


ts 
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ace 


wa 
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Ftrouse, Stuart, Sweat, Thomas, Webster, Wheeler, Chil been adopted. But the Chair cannot anticipate 
te A. White, Joseph W. White, Winfield, Fernando the action of the House 
Wood. and VYeaman—66. ’ Te, . . . 

NAV S—Messrs, Alley, Allison, Ames, Anderson,Ashley, Mr. HOLMAN. The point which T wish to 


Join D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Blaine, Boutwell, Boyd, 
Broomall, William G. Brown, Ambrose VW. Clark. Cole, 
Dawes, Deming, Driggs, Eckley, Farnsworth, Frank, 
Gooch, Highy, Hooper, Hotelkiss, Asahel W. Hubbard, 
John HW. Uabbard, Jenckes, Julian, Kasson, Kelley, Fran 
cis W. Kellogg, Orlando Kellogg, Loan, Longvear, Marvin, 
MeBride, MeClurg, Melndoe, Morrill, Daniel Morris, Amos 
Myers, Leonard Myers, Norton, Charles O'Neill, Orth, 
Patterson, Perliam, Pomeroy, Price, Alexander H. Rice, 
John Hi. Rice, Edward HW. Rollins, Shannon, Sloan, Ste 
venus, Thayer, Upson, Van Vaikenburgh, Elihu B. Wash 
burne, William B. Washbarn, Williams, Wilder, Wilson, 
Windom, and Woodbridge—66. 


So the report was not laid upon the table. 


During the vote, 


Mr. HOLMAN stated that his colleague, Mr. | 


Evcerron, was detained from the House by ill- 
ness, 

Mr. EDEN made the same statement in refer- 
ence to Mr. Harnts, of Iilinois. 

Mr. W. J. ALLEN stated that if he had been 
within the bar when bis name was called he would 
have voted in the affirmative. 

The vote was then announced as above re- 
corde d. 

‘The previous question was seconded, 

Mr. UPSON. I call for tellers upon ordering 
the matn question to be put. 

‘Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Asuiteyand Mr. 
IioumMaN were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 65, noes 70. 

So the main question was not ordered, 

Mr. HOLMAN. Is itin order now to move 
that the House adhere to its original bill, with a 
view to raising the question whether there shall 
be an appointment of a further committee of free 
conference ? 

Mr. ASHLEY. I would suggest to the gen- 
tleman from Indiana that we first take a vote upon 
the question of agreeing or not agreeing to this 
report; and then, if the House reject it, we can 
attend to that matter. 

Mr. HOLMAN. But the motion to adhere 
covers the whole ground. 


The SPEAKER, 


is of so high a privilege that the motion to agree*} 


to it overrides everything else, and, as it brings 
ihe two Houses to an agreement, it takes prece- 
dence over everything else. The motion to ad- 
here may be received, and after the motion to 
agree is voted down that motion may be put. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I will enter my motion. 
Upon agreeing to the report of the committee I 
eall for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was put; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 54, nays 85; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Anderson, Ash- 
ley, Jolin D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Blaine, Bovd, Am- 
brose W. Clark, Cole, Dawes, Driggs, Dumont, Eckley, 
Farnsworth, Frank, Gartield, Gooch, Higby, Hooper, 
Hotchkiss, John H. Hubbard, Jenckes, Julian, Kelley, Or 
lando Kellogg, Loan, Longyear, Marvin, McClurg, McIn- 
doe, Morrill, Daniel Morris, Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, 
Charles O'Neill, Patterson, Perham, Pike, Price, Alexan 
der H. Rice, John Hl. Rice, Edward H. Rollins, Shannon, 
Sloan, Stevens, Upson, Van Valkenburgh, William Bb. 
Washburn, Williams, Windom, and Woodbridge —54. 

NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, William J. Allen, Baily, 
Augustus C. Baldwin, Francis P. Blair, Bliss, Brooks, 
James 8. Brown, Chanler, Clay, Coffroth, Cox, Cravens, 
Creswell, Henry Winter Davis, Dawson, Deming, Deni- 
son, Eden, Eldridge, Pinek, Ganson, Grider, Hall, Harding, 
Benjamin G. Harris, Herrick, Holman, Asahel W. Hub 
bard, Hurehins, William Johuson, Kalbfleisch, Kasson, 
Francis W. Kellogg, Kernan, Knapp, Law, Lazear, Long, 
Mallory, Marey, MeBride, McDowell, McKinney, William 


li. Miller, James R. Morris, Morrison, Nelson, Noble, | 


The report of a conference | 


} 
| 





Odell, Orth, Pendleton, Pomeroy, Pruyn, Radford, Samuel | 


J. Randall, William H. Randall, Robinson, Rogers, James 
S. Rollins, Ross, Schenek, Scott, Smith, Smithers, Steb- 
bins, Jolin B. Steele, William G. Steele, Strouse, Stuart, 
Sweat, Thayer, Thomas, Tracy, Voorhees, Elibu B. Wash- 
burne, Webster, Whaley, Wheeler, Chilton A. White, 
Josep W, White, Wilson, Winfield, Fernando Wood, 
and Yeaman—85. 
So the report was not agreed to. 


Mr. HOLMAN. Lnowcallupmy motion. I 
would inquire of the Chair what will be the effect 
of the House adopting a motion to adhere? 

The SPEAKER. The effect will be that the 
House will adhere. [Laughter.] 

Mr. HOLMAN. And will the effect be that 
no other committee of free conference can be ap- 
pointed except at the instance of the Senate? 


The SPEAKER. 


Committees of conference | 


| 


- . ' 
gcetatis whether, after the adoption of a motion | 


to adhere, the House itself, without the request of 


the Senate, could appoint acommittee of free con- || 


| ference. 


The SPEAKER. If the gentleman will turn 


| to the Journals of the Thirty-Fourth and Thirty- 
y } 








Fifth Congresses, and also to the Manual, he will 
find that committees of conference sometimes take 
place after one House has adhered. 

Mr. BEAMAN. I move that the House in- 
sist, and ask another committee of conference. 

Mr. WEBSTER. I desire, if the motion can 
be amended, to move to amend by instructing 
the committee as follows: 

And that said committee be instructed to agree to no 
report that authorizes any other than free white male citi- 
zens, and those who have declared their intention to be- 
come such, to vote. 

The SPEAKER. That motion can be made 
as an independent motion after the motion is 
agreed to to appoint a committee, or it can be 
offered as ap amendment now. 

Mr. BEAMAN. I demand the previous ques- 
tion. e 

Mr. COX. One word about this question. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Michi- 
gan demands the previous question. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I wish to make an inquiry. 

Mr. BEAMAN. I think I must insist upon 
the previous question, 

Mr. CQX. I think we can vote down the pre- 
vious question, 

- The SPEAKER, The Chair will state the 
order in which the question will be put to the 
House. 

Mr. COX. Irise toa pointoforder. Idonot 
know that the gentleman from Michigan called 
the previous question, 

TheSPEAKER. The Chairstated that he did. 

Mr. COX. The gentleman from Maryland 
[Mr. Wessrer] afterwards offered his amend- 
ment, 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman did demand 
the previous question after that time. Gentlemen 
should be as willing to believe the Chair as the 
Chair is to believe gentlemen. 

The Chair will state the questions pending be- 
fore the House. ‘The gentleman from Indiana 
[Mr. Hotman] moves that the House adhere to 
its disagreement; the gentleman from/Michigan 
[Mr, Beaman] moves that the House insist and 
ask a committee of conference, which takes pre- 
cedence of the motion to adhere. Pending that 
motion the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Wes- 
STER] moves instructions to the committee of 
conference, which will be the first question taken 
if the previous question is seconded. 

The previous question was seconded—ayes 55, 
noes 52. 

Mr. MORRILL. I desire to make an inquiry 
of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ver- 
mont asks unanimous consent to make an in- 
quiry of the Chair. 

Loud cries of ** Object!” 

Mr. MORRILL. Then I rise to a question of 
order. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I object to any debate. 

Mr. MORRILL. If this amendment shall be 
adopted, will it not permit a mulatto who declares 
his intention to become a *‘ free white citizen’’ to 
vote? (Laughter.] 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not regard 
that as a question of order. 

The main question was then ordered, being first 
upon the instructions proposed by Mr. Wessrer. 

Mr. COX demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it wasdecided in 
the affirmative—yeas 75, nays 67; as follows: 

YEAS—Meesrs. James C, Allen, William J. Allen, Baily, 
Augustus C. Baldwin, Francis P. Biair, Bliss, Brooks, 
James 8. Brown, William G. Brown, Chanler, Clay, Cof- 
froth, Cox, Cravens, Creswell, Henry Winter Davis, Daw- 
son, Denison, Eden, Eldridge, Finck, Ganson, Grider, Hall, 
Harding, Benjamin G. Harris, Herrick, Holman, Huteh- 
ins, William Johnson, Kalbfleisch, Kernan, Knapp, Law, 
Lazear, Long, Mallory, Marcy, McBride, McDowell, Me- 
Kinney, William HU. Miller, James R. Morris, Morrison, 


Nelson, Nobleg@dell, Pendleton, Radford, Samuel J. Ran- 
dail, William H. Randall, Robinson, Rogers, James 3. Rol- 


I} lins, Ross, Scott, Smith, Smithers, Stebbins, John B. Steele, 


William G. Steele, Strouse, Stuart, Sweat, Thomas, 


have been appointed after a motion to adhere has |} Tracy, Voorhees, Webster, Whaley, Wheeler, Chilton A. 
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eaman—7o. Fernando W 
NAYS—Meessrs. Alley, Allison, Ames 
ley, Jolin D. Baldwin, Baxter 
Boyd, Broomall, Ambrose W. 





Andersen 
» Beaman, Blaine, p 


Clark, Cobb, Cole 2” 


Deming, Driggs, Dumont, Farnsw > Davy 
Je ggs, » Farnswi Mie ‘ 
Grinnell, Higby, Hooper, Hotchkiss. Rech 7 Goo 

Jolin H. Hubbard, Jenckes, Julian, Kelh Hu 


Kellogg, Orlando Kellogg, Loan, Ristiwens’ ae : 
soar, Mary) 


Clurg, MeIndoe, Samuel FP. Miller, Morrill. Dan M 


Leonard Myers, Norton, Charles O?Nej|| Orth P Moers 
Perham, Pike, Pomeroy, Price, Alexander 1 yg 
H. Rice, Edward H. Rollins, a op 


~ 


" one Schenck, Shanno; 
Stevens, Thayer, Upson, Van Vatkenburoh by) 
Washburne, William B. Washburn, Williams Waar 
Wilson, Windom, and Woodbridge—67, Sy Wilder, 

So the instructions were agreed to. 

Mv. COX moved to reconsider the — 
which the instructions were agreed to- oa a 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider y Pt 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to, 

The question recurred on Mr. Beamay’s mot 
that the House insist on its disagreement ,, . 
amendments of the Senate, and ask a Rapes. - 
ference, with the instructions voted by the House 

The motion was agreed to. ba 

Mr. BEAMAN moved to reconsider thp i 
by which the motion was agreed to; saa ira 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider ur : 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr.ALLEY. Has the morning hourexpiy, 

The SPEAKER. It has; and the next | 
ness in order is the consideration of reporis f 


OU 


the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 
LAND BUSINESS. 

Mr. DRIGGS. I desire to ask the unhyimons 
consent of the House to set apart next Tuesday 
after the morning hour, for the consideration 
business reported by the Committee on P 
Lands, the House having used up the two 
set apart for that business. 

Mr.MORRHLL. § After next Monday itis pro. 
posed by the Committee of Ways and Meansto 
ask the House to attend to the internal reyenys 
bill, to the exclusion ‘of all other business, | 
must, therefore, object. 

Mr. DRIGGS. Do I understand the gentleman 
to say that after Monday next is set apart for thy 
consideration of the internal revenue bill? 

The SPPAKER. No, but the Committee of 
Ways and Means notify the House that they in- 
tend to call up that measure after Monday, 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan. I suggest to 
my colleague that he ask that to-morrow be set 
aside for the business of the Committee on Pu)- 
lie Lands. 

Mr. FENTON. To-morrow is set apart for 
the consideration of the currency bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would state that 
the bank bill was postponed until to-morrow, 
That bill was not made a special order. It was 
an ordinary postponement, which would perhens 
bring the bill up in a week or two or later, The 
measures that antedate it are the bill in regard te 
the rebellious States, which is now a special orcer 
from day to day, in the House, after the morning 
hour; and two earlier postponements, the bili i" 
regard to public buildings i the Territories, te 
ported by the Committee of the Whole, and | 
amendment to the Constitution offered by te 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, {Mr. Stevens 
If they were out of the way, the bank bill would 
be reached to-morrow after the morning hour. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan. That b's 
not yet printed, I believe. Lask that Monday © 
assigned for the consideration of the business 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. 1 object. 

UNEMPLOYED GENERAL OFFICERS. 

Mr. ASHLEY. I desire the gentleman t 
Massachusetts [Mr. ALLEy] to yield me the Bor 
for a moment, that | may submit a motion © 
postpone a bill. 

Mr. ALLEY. I yield for that purpose. 

Mr. ASHLEY. I move to postpone the spe 
order in relation to unemployed generals, 08 © 
count of the expected absence of the chairman 
the Committee on Military Affairs for ten ¢8)* 

Mr. COX. Will the gentleman submit his ™ 
tion to postpone indefinitely ? a 

Mr. ASHLEY. I move to postpone for 
days. 

The motion was agreed to. 
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W ei MsHiP LINE TO BRAZIL. 


STEAM 
- \ LLEY, from the Committee on the Post 
Br | Post Roads, reported a bill (H. R. No. 
ot h ng the e stablishment of ocean mail 

He wae ervice between the United States and 

ry 

Marvin, ; wasread. Itauthorizes the Postmas- 

Pp , 0 sl to unite with the general post office 
B: of the empire of Brazil, or such officer 





ment of Brazilas shall be authorized 
. © > for that Government, in establishing direct 
id a ymunication between the two countries 
ns of a monthly line of first-class sea-going 

; ships, to be of not less than two thousand 

ee  hyyden each, and of sufficient number to per- 
ae . welve round trips or voyages per annum, 
— * woon a port of the United States north of the 
‘river, and Rio de Janeiro, in Brazil, 
sng at Saint Thomas, in the West Indies, 
:, Pernambuco, and such other Brazilian 
“ mediate port or ports as shall be consid- 


} f Govern 


the service Shall be divided between the 

ments; and that the United States por- 
| not exceed $150,000 for the performance 
I Ais ve round rps per annum, to be paid out 


fie SPEAKER. This being an appropria- 
rexpy vit re qu ives UNanimous consent to be con- 
Xt busi. Jered in the House. Is there objection? 
Mr. W ASHBURNE, ef Illinois. Yes, sir; 
Vy ALLEY. Is it in order to withdraw the 
SPEAKER. Thisday being set apart for 
ration of the business of the Post Office 
, the Chair thinks the genldeman hasa 
sari W thdr iw the bill. 
a Mr. ALLEY. If the gentleman from Illinois 
idraw his objection, in order that [ may 
isome remarks to the House, l will give 
the direction he desires. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
f tion. 
veleit laine The SPEAKER. 
art f ippropriation in the bill be required to be paid 
; { the proceeds of the Post Office De spartme nt, 
| woul ld not be regarded as xu ap propria- 
thew im. . But when it is to be paid outot money 


I withdraw 


money in the ‘l'reasury not otherwise ap- | 


The Chair will state that if 


|| sachusetts is 





dav, he Treasury not otherwise appropriated, it is 
biiciek aa an appropriation bill, and must be considered in 
Sin OO Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 
eon Pu Uni 

Mr ‘ALLE Y. I will make that modification. 


enest fe Mr Speaker, this is a very important bilt, and 
i purpose to present the maim reasons in its sup- 
—~ port, confining myself as briefly as possible to 
-morrow tiose points that I deem most important, as | 
dia teias am aware that the time of the House is precious, 
d perhaps aud | desire to consume as little of it as possible | 
ter. The unnecessary discussion. 
nati lhe policy of Great Britain in aiding by pe- 
sal order cul assistance the extension of ocean steam 
morning wigation has been productive of results so be- 
the ichicent to her trade and commerge that we may 
rories, Te “ ate by her example. 
and m t MALLORY. Will the gentleman from 
a te 18s mdiiqustin alloa me to ask him a question? 
revel 1k ow that Great Britain has practiced the policy 
bill w establishing ste ‘amship intercourse with fore en 
o hour iavions, but | suggest that that Government, like 
t s a\ other good Governments, has always before 
londay ushing these ocean lines ‘attended to her own 
isiness of ‘aod communications, I inquire of the chair- 
nan of the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
t. soads Why it is that a bill to establish these mail 
" Sto foreign countries is introduced into this | 
aS. ‘louse before that committee has matured what 
man from ae the West feel particularly interested in, the 
e ehe floor ‘, “isiment of communications between the 
notion | se States and the Pacific ocean. I under- | 
ind that the pill has been resting in the hands 
ose the committee for some time, and that a report 
he speci annot be ohad on that subject. 1 should like to 
Is, on ac- ve that bill acted upon before we undertake to 
airman om ai h these long lines of communication with 
aay ign countries, Let us attend to home mat- 
it his mo . VI. St. 
ie Wt. ALLEY. That bill has been considered 
ne for ten 7 ‘He Committee, and it was to have been re- 


ted 


tie 


back this morning; but there was some 
€ isagrecement in regard to some details in 
orumittee, and it was thought best to defer it 


THE 


CONG 


1} al . > = 
till another meeting. But we shall take the ear- 


est Opportuntt y » present the bill to the House 
os to solicit action upon it. 
Mr. GRINNELL. I would like to have the 


chairman of the Post Office Committee state to 
the gentleman from Kentucky that the overland 
Service is now being performed, and well per- 
formed, and that nobody complains. 

Mr. MALLORY. I understand that, Mr. 
Speaker, but we want it better performed. What 
1 am anxious for is the proposition advised by 


| the Postmaster Gene ral, that that contract shall 


be converted from a ** star bid’”’ 
ing contractors to run four-horse 
route. That is the one 

Mr. GRINNELL. Then the gentleman is in 
favor of the Government going into the business 
of carrying passengers across the continent, I 


into one requir- 
coaches on that 


I allude to 


| do not go in for that myself. 


essary and expedient; provided the ex- || 


Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. IasktheS 
what question is before the House. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mas- 
speaking by unanimous consent. 
He reported a bill in regard to mail communica- 
tions with Brazil. 

M:* FERNANDO WOOD. 
that bill was withdrawn. 

Mr. ALLEY. Ido not so understand. 
tend to move an amendment changing the appro- 
priation so as to m ra it payable out of the 
ceeds of the Post Office Department. 


TheSPEAKER. 


pe aker 


I understood that 


could withdraw the 
would have gone to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
The gentleman did withdraw the ‘bill, and went 
on to speak oY reneral consent. 


Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. 


I submit that he 


| cannot speak unless there is something before the 


| jection; 


| tee -has the 


House. 

Mr. STEVENS. Ido not like to make ob- 
Without seeing their committees, shall change the 
features of bills. [think it wholly irregular, and 
therefore 1 obje ct. I do not ‘understand the gen- 
tleman [Mr. AL LEY] to say that the committee has 
authorized the presentation of a new bill. 

Mr. ALLEY. The committee has authorized 
me to report this bill, and are very anuXious that 
the bill shall be acted upon. 
the committee 
of the bill. 

Mr. STEVENS. 


have desired me tochange the form 
Mr. Speaker, if the commit- 
right to sit during the sessions of the 
House I have nothing further to say; butif they 
have not, then I submit that they cannot make 
such an arrangementas he is now seeking to carry 
out. LTonly want to know how that fact ts. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot sustain 
that point of order. The right of a committee to 
sit during the of the House is a permis- 
sion for the committee to be absentin the commit- 
tee-room during the daily sessions of the House, 
under which they are allowed to come in and vote 
at any time before the decision of 
announced. 


Sessions 


the House is 
aA te . 
The Chair cannot undertake to in- 


| quire into how the chairman of the committee was 


authorized to make the report. If he states that 
he is authorized by a majority of the committee 
to make the re port, + Chair cannot go behind 
that statement. ‘The 


the majority of the members of the committee 


| inform him upon the floor of the House of their 


wish, he has the right to announce it. 
Mr. DAWES. My point of order is this, that 


my colleague made this report from his commit- 


| tee and has commenced his remarks, and it isnow 


altogether too late to raise a question of order. 
The matter is now before the House. 

Mr. WASH BURNE, of Illinois. I desire to 
know precisely what the factsare. I understand 
that the chairman of the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads reported a bill containing 
an appropriation which rendered it imperative 
upon the Chair to send it to the Committee of the 
Whole. No objection, however, being inter- 
posed, the gentleman from Massachusetts with- 
drew the rgport I understand further that the 
gentleman Son Massachusetts now proposes to 
report the bill in another rains 

Mr. DAWES. Hlas alread y report d it, and 
is proceeding with his remarks. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of lilinois. Then my 


point of order is whether the genUeman ts author- 


Several members of 


Chair is of opinion thatif 


I in- | 
pro- | 
T he Chairruled thatthe gen- 


| tleman from Massachusetts 
i} other bill, otherwise it 


but [cannot consent that members here, 
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ized by his com: 


nittee to make that report. His 
committee has the right, when properly in session, 
to authorize its chairman to make that report. If 


the gentleman says the commuttee have so author- 
ized, of course | have nothing to say; but the gen- 
tleman, by ascertaming the 


epinions of a major- 


ity of the individual members, has not the right 
to call that the action of the committee. If the 


Speaker will pardon me, L recollect that that dis- 
tinct point upon Mr. Clingman, of 
North Carolina, inthe Thirty-Futth Congress, and 
was sustained by the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Hlinois 
will remember that during the present session his 
colleague [Mr. ARNOLD] reported whatis known 
as the ship canal bill, under precise ly simular eir- 
cumstances. ‘The bill was at first reported; the 
point of order was raised that it contained an ap- 
propriation; the Chair sustained the point of or- 
der, and the bill was accordingly referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
The gentleman then, on the assent of the major- 
ity of the committee obtained here in the Hall as 
afterwards ascertained, reported another bill of a 
different character, and whatis known as the ship 
canal bill is now before the 
that reportso made. 
the statement of the 


was ratsed 


viriue of 
The Chair decides that upon 
chairman of the commuttee 
that he is authorized to make a report, the report 
must be received. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ilinois 
ing about the ship eanal bill. 
when it was reported. 

Mr. ALLEY. Ifthe gentleman willallow me, 
I will relieve him from any further difficulty. I 
state that Lam authorized by the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads to report thers bill. 

TheSPEAKER,. ‘Thenthe Chair decides that 
the report is received and is before the House. 

Mr. ALLEY. Mr. Speaker, the Committee 
ou the Post Office and Post Roads have directed 
me to report this bill, and with leave of the House 
I will state easons In support of this 
measure which present themselves to my mind, 
Numerous petitions from several States in the 
Union, signed by large numbers of leading mer- 
chants, capitalists, and others, solicitous for the 
growth and prosperity of the material interests 
of the country, no less than for national political 
purposes connected with our foreign relations, 
have been presented to Congress, asking the grant 
of pecuniary aid for the establishment of ocean 
steam communication for postal and commercial 
purposes between this country and foreign ports. 


Hlouse by 


I know noth- 
1 was not present 


some of ther 


Some of the petsuioners have asked thatsubsidies 
might be granted to parucular lines; but mostly 
that a general policy might be inaugurated which 
would place us upon a more equal commercial 
footing with other nations, and make available, 
through the fostering care of the Government, the 
great commercial advantages which tend so much 
to develop the resources and promote the wealth 
ofthe nation. The committee were unanimously 
of the opinion that no subsidies should be granted 
to any particular line, and this bill provides that 
the Postmaster General shall advertise for the 
lowest bids the lowest 
shall not costa 
sum exceeding $150,000 per annum to the Uni- 
ted States; provided further, that the Brazilian 
anaes will jolnin contribution to her part 
of the « X pens 

The presen tisame mas portune time toobtainthe 
ian Government. ‘They 
have manifested a d - interest in the establish- 
ment of a line of steamships between their ports 
and our own. During the last yeura proposition 
to grant a subsidy of upward of a hundred thou- 
sand dollars per annum to a North American com- 
pany that would pe riorm twelve round trips per 
ye ar between their ports and our own, Came 
within six votes of becoming a law. The leaders 
of the Liberal party have been Its earnest advo 
cates. ‘That party has lately come into power, 
and it is well infos ons now 


and accept such bid from 
it the service 


, 


responsible bidde Ir, 


cooperation of the Braz 


thought by med pers 
in Brazil, and in offietal relations with our Gov- 
nit, thial bh Braziian Government is now 


cooperation with our own 


ernme 
prepare d to act in full 
ntof such a line of steamers as 
> veral ports 
therein mentioned, and to share with us their fall 
yroporuoen of the « X pense. 

1 do not doubt from all the 


in the establishnu 


this bill proposes, touching at the 8 


information I can 


\| obtain, thatthe postal service for whict. thie bill 
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simey be secured for an annual compen- 


























= from Liverpool to New York in 1838, has been || The vast increase of the foreien tre 
sation of $250,000, which, if divided equally ' constantly availing herself of every possible op- |] rtd —_ Great Britain of late years can | 
{ beiween the two Governments, would be but portunity to ext nd her trade and commerce by direotly to her wise and sagacious pol; vin of... 
- $125,000 for us to pay. And if we deduct the | means of steam communication, which she has encouragement ard holding out every ing T 
- a probable amount of postages which we shall re- | encouraged by subsidies, until the annual amount | for increased facilities In steam commy g as 
a3 cerve, estimated from the best data we can pro- granted is no less a sum than £847,000, or up- i] with every part of the habitable globe. ee wi M 
cure, there is litthe doubt but what the great and ward of $4,000,000. From this is to be deducted | give the statistics of these ASLONIShINg ves I 
ee important advantages which this measure will about £340,000 of receipts from postages, leaving 1 more in detail, as they are found on re heed Mexico | 
; ie secure will cost this Government much less than something over £500,000 deficis ney,or an annual | official reports of the séveral Gove rnmente 3 rhe reve: 
oF $100,000 per annum. loss tothe British Government of over $2,500,000. || on file in the archives of our own, but 4 Mexical 
4  Lhave been one of those who have believed for Such has been the undoubted gain of her con- || allotted to me will not permit, and | y Me 
years that our Government was pursuing a pol- | stantly increasing trade and commerce with all | take the time of the House, as-it is SUfficien:. 7 ad vanitay 
icy in withholding all encouragement and aid to | these countries with whom these steam commu- | haps, for my purpose, to give thus briefly », yjned 
ocean steam navigation injurious to all her great | nications were established, and so perfectly ap- thentic Statement of these Important facts. ; United & 
Interests, political, commercial, manufacturing, | parent have been the great advantages reaped from France under her present ruler has |, —— that tot 
and agricultural; a policy which, it seems to me, || this policy, that she has been constantly increas- suing toa considerable eXtent the same no ys 3 ascriv 
has been exceedingly ** penny wise and pound | ing her subsidies and extending her steam com- | England, and with similar results. She hiys a imet 
foolish.’’ Great Britain has furnished to us an | munications, from 1840,when she commenced this || rapidly recovering her maritime importane, w! over tW 
example of wisdom and sagacity in her encour- | system with the Cunard line of steamers from Liv- | betes almost extinguished by the conditions . which | 
agement of ocean steam navigation which it erpool to New York, until it has reached the enor- the treaty of peace of 1815. The French Goy. has std 
would be well for usto profitby. By heruntiring |! mous sum before mentioned. She now has nine || €rament pays large subsidies to the three eros that Un 
energy and ceaseless efforts she penetrates every | lines, | think, to which she grants subsidies: one lines communicating with South America a) Siales W 
part of the world with constant steam communi- | called the Peninsula route, to which a subsidy of | East. ‘They are all in the interest of o ( erly en 
cation. And | propose to show before LI close | £5,000is granted; another,the Mediterranean and || company, and receive one general subsidy, y that of 
how she has by this policy built up and increased || India, which receives £249,625 subsidy; then the. || 1s increased as the service Is extend: d. ik te that wi 
her trade and commeree upon thiscontinent, right |) Point de Galle and Sydney, receiving £134,672; [| Se eee great national concern. The Goyyry, be 
at onr own doors, while we, on the other hand, |) the Cunard line, from Liverpool to Boston, || ment not only grants a large annu il subsidy, g 
have been subordinated and almost driven, so far | which receives £176,340; also the Cunard line makes advances to build the boats, and gris opanis! 
as exports are concerned, from that trade, when |) between Halifax, Bermuda, and St. Thomas, for imbursed from their subse quent earnings, deduo. ypol 
every consideration of political and commercial |) which they receive £14,700 subsidy; West In- || 19g a small percentage from their gross receipts, ae 
advantage, in view of our contiguity, political re- || dies, Brazil, and River Plate, £270,000; Pacific, which gradually apes Out the first advanes Vu 
lations, and necessities, rendered at our duty and |) £25,000; West Coast of Africa, £30,000; and |} Phe policy of ourGovernment, in contrast po 0" 
interestimuch more than theirs to inerease and ex- | Cape of Good Hope, £33,060 subsidy; making in England and F rance, as results show, has bee ny 
pand our trade and commerce with those nations, all over £800,000. Other lines are contemplated narrow and short-sighted. Our commerce Guiial 
If itean be shown that in those countries where || across the South Pacific connecting Brazil with || those countries, previous to the rebellion, eily ies 
ocean steam communication has been fostered Australias nor will she cease to prosecute this || decreased or remained, during this same period— y ue 
and encouraged, and lines established, the trade system of steam communication with every nook the last decade—almost Stationary, while that ‘of ]d09, | 
and commerce wah the countries to which such | and corner of the globe where trade and com- | England flourished and Increased in many in. than 9 
postal and commercial facilities have been ex- |) merce ean flourish until she has compelled all the || Stances fourfold, ender dhe fostering care of her it on 
tended have been enormously increased, while our |) nations of the earth to pour into her ecapacious subsidy system. “In 1859 our trade with Mex pis 
own has been as constantly diminishing with all | lap such of their products as may be necessary to || Wa8, In exports to that country, about ' e 
nations that Great Britain and France have estab- | promote her comfort, power, and wealth. and a half million dollars, and our Imports from ah 
lished such lines of steam communication with, | The exports of British products to the United there about five and a half millions, upward ) si 
we cannot fail to perceive that such increase on |) Stats were aboutgghe same in 1840 as they were | fouremillions of which was specie. England ex. ‘ 4 
their part and dimmution on ours is directly as- || in the year 1800, Varying but little during that ported and imported about four times 8 muct oe 
ertbable to that policy—-so wise and sagacious— time, ‘Ih T8009 they were over $29,500,000 and in | during the same year, It should have beet . spite 
which England has pursued so steadily upon such |) 1840$29,348,000; ifanything, slightly decreasing. || versed. We should have had four oy § as much - # 
a prodigious scale for so many years. And if it |! The Cunard steamers were subsidized and com- || commerce with Mexico as England. It woud a 
is also discovered that this steam communication || menced the mail service in 1840, and from that || have been so if we had pursued the samy OTT 
is and can be mainiained only by governmental || time to the commencement of the rebellion the | and sacacious policy that she has; ee It Was = 
nid at the cost of Government subsidies, then I | exports of British products to the United States | fault of Mexico that our — reial relations any 
‘e say itis the duty of this Government to encour- || have been steadily increasing until they were | cts not more ie taedan to a 
A age, protect, and extend commerce, to some de- || more than quadrupled during the score of years || than they w< eee ' ae arene mn eas 
; give at least, by similar means. | immediately preceding the rebe llion, while, as I for years fully mppresiats ( ent “ent wes of ¢ ‘ oi 
R In these days of improvement and competition, || have before stated, during the forty ea preced- a teen eee "7 ~ — mee a Z a 
oie the merchants who are enabled to reach the mar- || ing 1840 they slightly decreased. This vast in- | abt oe oe Se a od ed 
- kets of the world in the shortest time can distance || crease is undoubtedly ascribable in considerable — pe ~ ala Se and in 1857 made a ment 
i all others in the race of competition for trade; |) degree to increased facilities of communication es- |} @" ees gee U not —naigenid: weuet 
: and no maritime nation can afford to disregard |! tablished by ocean steam navigation. || Contract witha Cormeen - the seg, sopra r } et 
such a great principle of commercial economy. | = Mailcommunication from England to the West || #2 annual subsid y of $120,000 for aes of the 
The advantage of two or three days’ time in the } Coast of Africa commenced in 1852, and the ex- || W&8 practically in iy a a ae Gor. at St. 
arrival of a large steamer with hundreds of pas || ports of her manufactures and products to that | of this Government in Ii e met ab 3 a 
sengers and millions of treasure and merchandise, || coast nearly doubled the first year, and contin- || ermment of the United States faile: By Yaa ail th 
with a large mail, can hardly be over-estimated. || wed to steadily increase. Her increase of gain and the project was n+ are 4 ry ari atl 
Facts and statistics clearly show thatthis policy || in the export of products and manufactures to || oe ot eer — en = a ie eeeal bas ports 
of Great Britain, ofencouraging ocean steam navi- |) China, India, and Egypt, shows a larger amount, | Mexico = en sg af ae th : Ui a site new 
gation by Government subsidies, and thusincreas- | even, than that upon the West Coast of Africa. prise, and w hile she betie —“ e ced ae : with 
ing her commereial facilities with all those coun- || In 1860 the Whole amount of imports into the || would be benefited in tn a eit " — 
tries, has Increased her trade and commerce with || republic of Mexico was about $26,000,000, and herself, she exhibited Te aoe aoe iad «ds pute 
them to gigantic proportions. Ours, on the con- || the exports about $28,000,000, making of im- || Coming forward and offering to bear her {uli si adie 
trary, has diminished with those nations, and in || ports and exports a foreign interchange of about || Of the burden. saint Sia —— is no 
some instances dwindled into insignificance. || $54,000,000 per annum. Of this commerce Eng- | In this pacar nae ale ae TT pat ae ities, 
It is ahumiliating fact that nota single steamer |! land got about $33,000,000, the United Statesabout || from a letter of a — ees ads n in 18390 prefe 
now carries our * flag’? to any European pert, || $8,000,000, France something over $5,000,000, || ernor Brown—now mee neal 1} 
and we are so dependent upon France and Eng- || and the remaining $8,000,000 was distributed || the chairman at ums MP = Ro - aati ng | 
land for communication with our neighbors upon chiefly between Germany, Spain, Belgium, Sar- || tee on Post cr — a owas os cade wR 
this continent that all the correspondence of our || dinia, Cuba, India,and China. By this statement Congress a simi ce h Mexic 7” hich hy if th 
merehants with Brazil has to be sent by the way || it appears that England secured to herself over half per aay we SN mi 1 : ates i. one: writ 
of England or France. An American minister || of the whole fore ign commerce of Mexico, and | vides with Braz 2a e iia Cre part 
accredited to any of the South American Govern- || four times as much as we did; although to obtain | tp canecnesaee ne * sore Adah that sent 
ments, if he desires to reach his post within a || it she passed by our own doors, and almost tres- 1 hs alti getong oniuiek facilitate the most friend!) Siea 
reasonable time, is compelled to cross the ocean passed upon ourown territory. The same policy enlarged intereourse between eur own and pw P you 
twice, and travel the whole distance upon foreign || pursued with regard to Mexico has been pur- || that te cnet haga pm mcte dae hr tel meen Am 
stenmers. | _ || sued by Great Britain in reference to Brazil. A || the commerce between the wo enum: ns Wnt TM yi 
This question of encouraging ocean steam navi- || line of mail steamers was subsidized and com- pean nations it has been steadily increasing. ‘This 
gation hasassumed vastimportance. Itinvolves, || menced running in 1851, with still more favora- || may be presumed, is attributable almost entir you M 
if not our eXistence as an important maritime na- |} ble results to the trade and commerce of Great iey of the British Government in prote an ssecbieg 1 we 
tion, at least our maritime supremacy. Steam || Britain than she experienced even wish Mexico. er eae it cateeaates e tye gra et 
is destined to be as important an auxiliary in || The first year British exports were increased |] j((. anrings Of Commerce.” cow oe 5 ¢; SO ques 
facilitating ocean carriage as it is now in the |! $5,000,000, and the imports and exports of Eng- || advantages of our geographical position, and Ui a ted | 
transport of merchandise and passengers by land. || land with Brazil the first six years were doubled; | = pote sos Bad 9 erty temcmtapete phat ) 
Great Britain, from the moment that the practi- |) while the six years immediately preceeding 1851, ps es i ~ is once developed, to sell or exchang® “ 
cability of ocean steam navigation wasestablished || withoutsteam communication, the trade remained || torms more advantageous to Mexican consumers th wees N 
by the passages of the Sirtus and Great Western || stationary i} possibly offered by European producers. Once accott 
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mus that the considerable amounts 





\“ dnd their way to Europe would 

re presen d so forei y,and haive- 
plication, or more, even, to Brazi 
\txico, J could not forbear to quot them. 
and feeling of leading citizens of 
ae fal] parties, for some years previous to 
" as well as the direct action of the 
x Government in 1857, while it proves 
+. Mexico has not been insensible to the great 
og. commercial and political, to be ob- 
; aor intimate communication with the 
S 5, presents to us the mortifying fact 
, athy of our Government and people 
the great falling off of our trade and 
F with that country, which in 1835 was 
wenty milons 1D commercial exchanges, 
England by her enterprise and sagacily 
ed away from us. Who can doubt 
commer ial t xchanges of the Uni ed 
«with Mexico, had this commerce been prop- 
rraged, would have exceeded in amount 
ie whole world besides? [tis marvelous 
vuld have exhibited for so many years 
ference to all that concerns theencour- 
i development of our trade with the 
= -American countries, so natural and so 
to us that we should cultivate the clos- 

mity and friendship, 
rpu ts to Brazil in 1858 were about 
‘ (00, in 1859 about $6,000,000, in 1860 
vthe same, and in 1861)-within ten thousand 


nounting to $9,000,000. Our import- 

» Brazil during the same period of tour 

| ere. $17,000,000 in 1858, $22,000,000 in 
1059, $21,000,000 in 1360, and something less 
415,000,000 in 1861. ‘This enormous balance 
san average annual amount of about 

613, 000, had to be wiped out, of course, in 
; Contrast this with the trade of Great Brit- 
i861. Herexportsto Brazil amoanted that 

year to over $28,000,000, and her imports of Bra- 
lucts, other than specie, less than half 
),making a balance in her favorof about 
imme number of millions as we show of bal- 


rast us; a trade which creatly lrecreases 
W iof England,and to no small exteut im- 
snes us. 


exports to Brazil from the United States 
ist eh fly of agricultural produ is, Say about 
seven eighths to one eighth of manufactured arti- 

s. The list of articles embraced in the United 
es returns of exports lo Brazil are so numer- 

lof such natural and abundant production 

i this country, as to admit of immense expan- 
volume and value, when once markets and 

men are brought together by means of steam con- 
veyance for mails and passengers, samples and 
es. I shall not attempt to furnish statistics 

the vast West India trade tapped by touching 

St. Thomas. But when it is considered that 
mail sleamers diverge from this central point to 

emostimportant islands of the West Indies 

south ot Cuba, as wellas to Mexicoand different | 
ports on the Spanish Main, it is palpable that a 
new vitality will be imparted to our intercourse 
with those fertile regions by the establishment of 
luis direct line. Itis believed to be beyond dis- 
pule Uiata great trade and travel from the West 
indies and from the east coast of South America 
stow driven to Europe for want of steam facil- 
ie8, the -Xistence of which would bring both in 
erence Lo our more congenial shores. 

L have before alluded to the good feeling exist- 
ig toward us on the partof the dominant party 
brazil at the present time, and in illustration 
‘this Ldesire to read some extracts from a letter 
u by adistinguished member of the Liberal 
ty in Brazil, which I find in a memorial pre- 
ted to this body from the New York Mail 


imship C mopany, which, doubtless, many of 
have seen. 


in merchant now residing in Rio de Ja- 
"0, George N. Davis,-Esq.: 
t Provinee or Rio pe JANEIRO, March, 1863. 
My Deam Ma Davis: Your letter has given me great 
sure. In addition to the honor of your attentions, I 
xp Ss the lively satisfaction which | experience at 
nterest which you take in our [the Brazilian} great 
» direct steain navigation between the Uni- 
act at and Brazil. Lmustalsoe Xpress uyy tanks to his 


the American minister for giving me a portion | 
ihe in regard to this most important measure. 


. 
* * * - * * 


What Would be the 


largest sum which I judge the Bra- || 
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rh eC with irG ' ibva 
Satistactoryv subst { ( i it wi i i 
Janeiro, Pernambuco di W the u Ket { 
I ted States j \ “ Uy ! Vv, to 
spenk trank y, t pre i if g 
us who Ww it bart a 
sentiment rs ! i with Uuited Stat 
i hes uit ith \“ i mw mow 

‘ il i i that Amer 
icans will revolutionize Brazil; that “ b dnetinneet 
relations with them that they w i I i xii thie 
valley of the Amazon. Happily, howey i opine ft 
tiie > su :’ us >) t , r i ‘ tt ve il ad 
ou f rKness mre deuse, i V bi i ! by nl 
sense of the people of both countries, For we im with 


Americans in all parts « Brazil, and princ 


ley of the Amazon at Para, Where they nourish co e. 
In Rio de Janeiro Amer us bave rendered mimerce the 
labor saving ma nes of their agriculture, whieh is ana 
ogous to ours In the proving of Rio de Janeiro ourgreat 
man OF Chterprise, Sr. Ottoni, coufides to Americans 
his Vast undertaking Sustained by their indomitable p 
seveTance and eXxtl Muary el uy, th ay iit st 
ond division the Pedro tl railway filled up valleys, per 


forated through the Serra de Mar with tunnels, and att 


MOMCUEL LOCOLTMOTIN mad their he 


i il like 

possession Of the heights over Thermopyla 

Excuse the eriphasis with w Lex I ‘I 
is su et wiiiel ine uty upies mys | wish 
to influence the destit of my country by pointing out the 
era of transtorimation, inorad aud Geouotmical, ti Wiel Uby 
native land needs t meg "y Di i va hea iv 
watioin bCtW nti ’ l 

Brazil needs ne is needs the } y spirit, th 
Intrepidity, this ener , iis naseculine spirit of bivention 
and progress, Shes tw remodel her Portuguese and 
priestly prejudices iti tie world of ¢ rou wa bibert 
is to day w ist rifl ifrom t old ioned and 
Wortihess Cury itis 

But f forgot that the most effective arguinents are com 
mercial interest L ha ina Work published last 
year, referred Lo this subject Comet between the tw 
countries is constant inecreasi l tho¥’ we imported 
from the United States to the amount $6,000,000, and we 


exported to the United 8 Now who is th 


est directly titerested bat cl 


have spokes Wit it doubt a l, and abov ul 
planters and dealers in eoties ni nh nike or ued er 
chants of the India rubber of the Ainazon 

stim total OF transactiqgns tn tle 


without the aid of st Lis S25,00 U,d8 not the advant 
age of a steamship line between New York and Rio evi 
dent to all 

No one can for e the inerease of importation from the 
United States when there shall be the great convenicnee ot 
steam communication with New York. ‘To-day no one ig 
nores that Americans begin to take the lead in our niarkets 
in certain articl ,» W hh they compete with ind surpass 


the Duaglish. ‘The United States furnish us with bread 
stuffs. You have even imported for us Ludian corn in years 
of searcity. Many arti it turniture and of wooden ware 


we buy by preierence o Ainericans., Yes, even ina the 


mountains, whenee I write this letter, T have seen ma 

household comforts which we cali America The Pedro 
it Railway Company have formed so good an opinion of 
your tounderics and machine shops that they bow preter 
American locomotiv , (Baldwin, of Philadelphia,) and 


American cars, (Wasson,s efield, Massachusetts.) ‘I 
English, who alinost movnopolize our market in cotton and 
woolen ftabries, send to Brazil articles of a bigh price and 
Would that 

*erican mnanu iret would obtath imtormacton of this 
ere * market; and by studying near at hand the wants and 
tastes of nine million people L have no doubt thatin a short 
time they would be strong competitors of the Euglish. Who 
would profit by this « mipetibion Undoubtedly the Brazil 
ians and you North Americans 

Another consideration. Brazil needs civil engineers, men 
of enterprise, intelligent laborers, men habituated to new 
inventions, and the themselves inventor These pr 
cious men abound in the Unite 
self to emigrants 

Let American steamers navigate the Amazon; let the 
eoast trade be free to the starry flag and totriendly nations ; 


, 


‘erior quality, Dilhberto Without competition 


d States. Brazil offers her 


give impulse to raliways and the navigation of all our large 
rivers; above all, let us bave a line of steamers between 
the United States and Brazil, and then we shall see the 
development of our country by an advantageous intlux of 
Awericans. 

If we insist upon this question it will soon tiumph. The 
occasion is opportune. The recent arbitrary couduct of 
England excites inthe whole of Brazila great disconfidence 
in all European Governments, aud by th 


lis menns some of 
the most obstinategninds have been opened to the idea of 
an intimate alliance with the United States. The moment 
Is propitious. 

And now, my dear Mr. Davis, feeling that | have not 
been as useful in this matter as I desired, with protound 
respect and the greatest esteem, lL remain your servant, 

A. C. TAVARES BASTOS. 

I trust, Mr. Speaker, that | have clearly shown 
that the great material interests of this country 
will be promoted by the inauguration of sucha 
policy as this bill contemplates. Nor does it in- 
volve less grave considerations of a political char- 
acter. Greut political considerations, of trans 
cendent importance, are involved in the question 
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curred, asthe adoption of this system which 


i l hope to see ere long the 


this bill inaugurates, 
development of a system of ocean steam haviga- 
tion and foreign mail service worthy a great mar 


time nation like oul own.and somewhatcomm 


Surate wil the power and Influence which this 
Government ought lo possess among tine ma 3 
f the earth When this is ac mplished id 
no more o rorclunee time than the pres t wtil 
probably ever | presented tor ils inauguration 
whi im evidence of power and stre W > 
exhibited to foreren Governments! A nati ‘ 
wed in the miigitliest t rerie Lie World Hbaneve#§r 
witnessed, with is flag fying from the n . a 
of its steamers upon every sea, disput bon 


naritime supremacy with the great Powers of 


Kucope, and wre ie trom their tet ious yrasp 
that great prize the carry:ne-trade of the world 
Then, indecd, may we stand erect upon foreign 
SO na it with proud s vuisfaction to the fact 
that we are American ¢ IiZeus 


Mr. PRUYN. Wit the consent of thie ren- 


tleman from Indiana, | desire to say a few Words 





upon the subject of this ball, 


Lhave listened with great interest to the remarks 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts, the hair 
man of the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads, in reference to the Importance of the bill 
upon the importance of cultivating closer relations 
between this country and the great empire of the 
South American continent. ‘Phe empire of Bra 
zil is, next to this country, the largest on this cor 
i), md 


which produces many articles of necessity in this 


y 


tinent. It possesses a 50u which is very tle 
country which are largely linportea from be Zii. 
Our commerce with that empive is alrendy large 
and rapidly increasing. They are very earnest in 
then desire for closer relations with the United 
States than those wh h now subsist, 

It is not necessary here to go ito detail of the 
facts in regard to the relations existing between 
Brazil and Great Britain further than to say, if | 
am correctly informed, they are not as ¢ ordial as 
they have been, and to add that the emperor and 
authorities of Brazt! are looking earnestly to the 
cultivation of closer relauons with this country 
than have heretofore existed. 

lt is mortifying to know, Mr. Speaker, that ul 
any eentleman wants to go to Brazil r any 
South American State, he must, intl 


ie first Cl, 


cross the ocean to England or France, 


take an English or French steamer by the way of 


the West Indies. We have no d commerce 
by steam with that part of the contine t 
lam glad to ser a very iboer ill, as | under- 


stand this to be, has been introdus d by 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads for the 


wih B azil, aud 


establishment of postal relator 
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commercial relations, which, tn their results in a 
few years, will be of great interest and import- 
ance to the country. I sincerely trust that this 
bill willreceive the unanimous assent of the House, 
and that we will show to Brazil, which is so 
well disposed toward us, by prompt and unani- 
that the American people fully ap- 
their good feeling toward us and are anx- 

18 for the closer relations which we trust will 
soon grow up between the two countries. 

Mr. STEVENS rose. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. STEVENS. I hope he does 


to call the previous que stion before this bill has 


mous action, 


preciate 


not propose 


b en considered. 
Mr. ALLEY. I will yield to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. 
Mr. STEVENS. 


whether this 


Mr. Speaker, I do notknow 
bill has been printed, but I cannot 
find it on my file. Ido not know how much it 
When the bill was first reported by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, if I recollect 
rightly, it provided for a subsidy of $150,000. 
Now art thought we had concluded to abandon 
the stem of granting these subsidies to lines of 
ocean steameérs, We tried it fora time with the 
Collins steame rs, and then we abandoned it. We 
efleverything open to competition, as it ought 
to be. 
But if 


contains. 


it were ever proper to grant these sub- 
sidies toone line in preference to another, it seems 
to me that now is not the time to inaugurate the 
measure. While gold ranges from seventy to one 
hundred per cent. premium, while we are spend- 
ing $3,000,000 every day to provide for the armies, 
and ineurring debts to the amount that we can 
from loans and taxation, I submit is not 
the time to pass even a meritorious subsidy. It 
1s said that this is such a one,and | suppose itis. 
1 know nothing about it. I suppose that this is 
not the proper time, and I therefore move that 
the further consideration of the bill be postponed 
for two weeks. 

Mr. ALLEY. I do not yield for that motion, 
and | ought perhaps to make one remark in re- 
ply to the gentleman from Pennsylvania. He 
has misapprehended the whole matter. The bill 
does not provide for any subsidy to any particu- 

but leaves It open to competition just 
as he de sires it. If the gentleman had listened 
to my remarks he would certainly not have made 
his speech. 

Mr. KASSON. I ask the gentleman from 
Massachusetts to yield to me. 

Mr. ALLEY. Certainly. 

Mr. KASSON. Mr. Speaker, this bill was 
reported on the 4th of March, 1864, and was 
ordered to be printed and has been before the 
Llouse ‘for several weeks. As it relates to a sub- 


realize 


iar line 


ject in which | have taken considerable inter- 


est, not merely in the direction of Brazil but in 
all other directions across the ocean, I des 
occupy the attention of the House for a few 
moments. It provides for an amount not. ex- 
ceeding $150,000 on the part of the United States, 
with the promise that Brazil shall pay an equal 
amountin aid of the line. 

Let me sa y to gentlemen, as one imports int fact 
connected with this matter, that in my investiga- 
tions last summer as to the connection between 
the transportation of the mails and the transpor- 
tation of articles of commerce, I found that com- 
merce had grown, perhaps, | may say, to amuch 
greater degree than the increased ee 
of the mi uils; that in proportion as you deve lop 
maii communication between any two countries 
engaged in commerce, in thatsame proportion, or 
greater, you deve lop commescial transportation 
between any two commercial countries. Take, 
for instance, the English steamship line down the 
coast of South America on the west side, from 
Panama to Chill, which is perhaps the richest 
company in the world as a transportation com- 
pany. It was first engaged by the British Gov- 
ernment for the purpose of carrying the mails of 
England, which were transported across the isth- 
mus and thence south, touching at the various 
yorts on that coast. Commencing with that, it 
1as developed certain commercial relations which 
legitimately belong to the city of- New York, or 
other financial centers of this coun try. Ithas not 
only done that, but it has thrown all the great 
commercial transactions of South America imto 


ire to | 


THE 


Englis! 


commer 


bott ms and for the support of Enelish 
- all of which belongs to the United 
aaa rica by every legitimate consider- 
ation you tan apply to such a question. 

Pe rhay s with still greater emphasis may that 
be said of the commerce upon the eastern coast 
of South America, where the lines from New 
York, Boston, Baltimore, and Philadelphia to the 
Brazilian coast must necessarily furnish an imme- 
diate and important communication for commerce 
between the United States and the intermediate 
ports. 

I find on looking at this bill that it provides 
that this line may be required to touch at other 
intermediate ports. By touching at St. Thomas 
and other ports it intercepts the English and 
French lines and furnishes a very important com- 


States of 


munication for our commercial public with differ- | 


ent countries, a fact of very great importance. 

This being the bill, although I have been, I 
think I may almost say, the inflexible opponent 
of the system of subsidies, I have yielded my 
views in favor of this bill, because I find that 
more money will come to the pe ople and to the 
Treasury of the United States,in my judgment, 
b y the adoption of the bill than you will save by 

efusing the subsidy. And on this ground I sup- 
pert the bill. 

We havea margin of overtwelve million dollars 
of trade 
gentieman from Massachusetts [Mr. ALLey] in 


his carefully prepared speech; and we cannot ex- | 


pect successfully to reduce that margin againstus, 
which is drawing gold from this country and call- 
ing for exe hange upon London to be sent to Bra- 
zil, until you establish some regular and reliable 
communication for commerce which will tend to 
reduce that balance by furnishing increased fa- 
cilities for the exportation of our products to 
Brazil. 

Mr. MALLORY. In connection with this 
matter I wish to inguire of the gentleman from 
lowa whether before the Government pays this 
bounty of $150,000 to establish this mail com- 
munication with Bgazil, he does not think we 
ought to inquire whether the Government intends 
to cut down the mail service wpon our own home 
lines, 

And I wish to inquire of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts whether the bill which I under- 


| stand him to say he is now ready to report from 


| of the appropriation, that so far as the service is | 


| of a reduction of the amount. 


| ucter of it to the House. 
| made the inquiry because the action of those of 


the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 
in reference to the overland mail route to San Fran- 
cisco diminishes the service upon that route, and 
whether that is the Senate bill, or the House bill 
amended by the Senate, 

Mr. ALLEY. [I will answer the gentleman 
with great pleasure. That matter, as I stated 
before, is before our committee for consideration, 
but it is not proper for me to say here, before the 
report is made, whether the committee will agree 
with the Senate or not. It isa Senate bill. — 

1 can only say in regard to the intimation which 
the gentleman made in reference to the reduction 


concerned it will not be reduced, but the amount 
which will be paid will depend upon the result of 
the investigations now being made by the com- 
mittee. I say, for one, that I have gone over the 
matter very care fully and thoroughly, and I in- 
tend to investigate it most fully, and if the result 
of that investigation shall show that it is not 
worth anything like the sumof money which the 
Senate supposes, and which the Senate bill pro- 
vides for, we shall most certainly report in favor 
How that will be, 
time will determine. 

Mr. MALLORY. Ifthe gentleman from Iowa 
will allow me, I will say that 1 misunderstood the 
gentleman from Massac ‘husetts this morning when 
he responded to my first inquiry. I understood 





. | 
wainst us with Brazil, as stated by the 





oo then to say that he had authority from his | 


ommittee to report on that subj: et this morning, 
and | therefore supposed that the report was pre- 
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|} upon another bill entire ly ind 
spective of this, he does not foll 


| ought to 
| that question is concerned, 
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the 


rovern his vote by the action of . 
ependent 
Ow th 
an American 
I can only say that 


al 


which, in my opinion, 


yursue, 


every Member of, 
committee is favorably inclined, 80 far as | ky 


to all the parties in interest and to the ex 7 
and I have no doubt that whateve r the s , 
| their Investications mz Ly be, the conclus; as 
| they will adopt will be in accordance witt ' 


| munications extended. 


| with every nation with which we have commer 


| tleman from Massachusetts that a m: mber ¢ 


facts, and I think will meet the 
friends of the measure. 


Mr. MALLORY. 


C approbatic ! i 


] wish to say to th 


Kentucky in this House shapes his cours 
lic matters without caring much as to wha: «,. 
opinion of the gentleman from Masgsachy sets 
be as to what course a state sman should ors) 
not pursue here. I happen to think tha 


thed ity 
of a member of the House, in acting oy 9 ¢ 
tion like this, is first to ascertain what is 1. 
done in reference to other matters of a simi) 
Nilar 


character in which he feels a de epinterest, [4 
instance, am not opposed in principle to the mene. 
ure whic h the gentleman has submit ted ti 
House. Iam in favor of seeing our nostal coy 


I agree with the eens), 


un 


man from Towa (Mr. Kasson] in reg ard Aare 
matter, and I wish I could upon others er 
Mr. KASSON. Itisa great pity you 
Laughter 
I wish to see the day w] 


Mr. MALLORY. ™ 


we shall be connected by postal communicatio, 


cial intercourse. But I want the gentleman fy, a 
Massachusetts to understand that asan Ameri an 
statesman, if I may call myself such, as a Repr 
sentative of the American people, it is not oy!y 
my right but my duty first to see that the nos: al 
facilities within my own land are attended t 
the Government before we extend our postal com 
munications to every other nation on the face of 
the earth. 

Sir, if he thinks differently, he does not under. 


| stand what are the duties of an Americ: nR res 


sentative and statesman. He ought to take ey: 
measure into consideration that has been inty 
duced into the House in passing upon any on 
because the measures before the House have a 


material influence one uponthe other. As I said 
before,we do not want to expend the public money 
in bounties to establish foreign postal lines before 
we learn whether the Post Office Committee intend 
to pursue a liberal course toward these lines of 
postal communication within our own lines 


which we feel more interest than the one w! 
this bill proposes to establish. [ am obliged to 
the gentleman from Lowa for yielding to m 


Mr. ALLEY. I concur entirely with my 


| tinguished friend from Kentucky in reg ard to his 


ideas ofthe duties of American statesman, as he 
has expressed them in his last remarks. If this 
bill had any connection whatever with th 
which the gentleman has referred to, then I gr 


| with him that the two measures should be cons t. 


that had 
ered together. But failing to perceive that it had 


| any connection whatever with this bill, | took the 
| rentleman’s remark to be somewhat in the nature 


pared, and that he could comimunicate the char- || 


1 will now say that I 


us who are interested, as the gentleman from lowa 
is,in this overland route, may depend somewhat 
upon the disposition that the committee may make 
of that other matter in which we feel so deep an 
interest. 

Mr. ALLEY. 


I can only say in reply to the 


of a threat, that if the commercial inter: 
country were protected and taken care of then 
the interests of the West and of the Pa 
must be taken care of also, and he wish i before 
voting upon this bill to know whether the inter- 
ests of his own section were to be protec * and 
if not, that he would be opposed to this measure 
Mr. KASSON. Mr. Speaker, | think 1 ca 
understand the positions of both the gentieme! 





| who have engaged in this side debate, as le from 

| this Brazilian subject. ‘The distinguish: d gentle- 
man from Kentucky insists that this Bo 
mail shall be sustained to a point of p 
successfulefficiency. [agree with him. ls 
hands with him on that subject, and s 
tinue to do so. No measure on whic h we may 

| vote shall be permitted, so fur as I amconce! 

| to interfere with the suceess of that great int 
line which is becoming more and more hecess* y 

| for the country intermediate between the 9! , 
and the Pacific coast, as well as for the easter 
and western coasts of the country. ae if ls 
posed that this was in any way prt judicial t 
measure, I should certainly be very reluctan' : 

sug: 


gentieman from Kentucky thatif he intends to || 


support it. On the contrary, they are, as 
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CC 


i by the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
' i LEY,] inde nendent measures, each merit- 


A proper attention and proper support of 
j L ne >» 

t use. 

| recur, 

my 4 


Phat was 


that as an economical measure for the 


“and ought to be passed by the House. | 


| was saying I had beenan opponent of the | 


dy system, and am still an opponent of it 
on itis urged upon us to a large amount. 

7 ‘io. forexample, the Collins line, to which hun- 
1. de of thousands of dollars were annually ap- 
oa iated for a long period of time for the pur- 
- maintaining commercial and. postal com- 
tion between New York and Liverpool; 
she very line of all others where commerce 
; That was, to use the 


gp Ol 


i¢ 


elf should sustain a line. : 

words of the genleman from Kentucky, in the 
of a bounty toa particular line. If this 

were a proposition of that sort, to give a subsidy 


» nature of a bounty to a commercial line, | 

: | acree that it was Improper. 
~My. ALLEY. [trust the gentleman from Iowa 
; yw me to make a statement in this connec- 

” Mr. KASSON. Certainly. 

Mr. ALLEY. While the amount of the sub- 
'~ from the United States is limited to $150,000, 
ittee received such information as in- 
lieve thatthe whole service can be per- 
$250,000. If Brazil should join with 
¢ half the expense, it will leave only 
«195,000 to be paid by the United States, and the 





is from postage, judging from the best data 
we had, will amount to at least $50,000, thereby 
reducing the actual expenditure toaless sum than 


NH), 
KASSON. 
waker. At this ume we give to any line 
of steamers, foreign or domestic, that carries our 
mails to a foreign country, all the postages that 
ic on these mails; if a domestic steamer, 
‘i inland and ocean postage, and if a foreign 
mer, the ocean postage. This is no longer 
ty. It partakes of the nature of an exact 
compensation for services rendered in carrying 
the mails of the United States, with enormous 
idental advantages to the country in the way 





of changing the balance of trade, or at least di- | 


minishing that balance, which is now so greatly 
It is on that ground I support it, 

Iu the case of the Collins line, to which gentle- 
men are disposed to refer, we appropriated a 
specific amount to that line. Here, on the con- 

wy, we fix asmall maximum of compensation, 
and allow the whole world to bid for the service 
atas much less a rate as companies may be will- 
ing to take the mails for. In that respect, also, 
differs in an important manner from the old 
system of subsidy to transatlantic steamers. I 


against us, 


tink the gentleman from Massachusetts is very | 
right when he protests against our being left so | 
utterly dependent on foreign lines if we can get | 


the service performed by our own steamers for 
so moderate a sum as #s appropriated by this bill. 

Mr. WILSON. I understand my colleague to 
tate that the balance of trade is against us, and 
it favor of Brazil, to the amount of $12,060,000 
per annum. I desire to know how a line of 


steamers receiving a subsidy of $150,000 per an- | 


num is to be relied on for the correction of this 
immense balance against the United States. 

Mr. KASSON. If my colleague from lowa 
ad examined the statistics of trade as developed 
by the establishment of steamship lines to other 
countries he would see the importance of this 


measure, 


Mr. WILSON, 


I asked that question in order 


‘odraw out the information which I presumed | 


that my colleague had. 

Mr. KASSON. 1 should be very happy to give 
’“Y thformation in my possession upon this sub- 
ject, At present we have no line of steamships 


and no regular communication with Brazil, but | 


“re compelled to rely upon means of communica- 
“on irregular in their character for all our com- 
merce with that country. 

‘The products of Brazil comprise certain staples 

‘ich we must have, and which we do obtain in 
“ge quantities; coffee being perhaps the largest 
“Hongthem, But, sir, we have no means of reg- 
“ar communication with Brazil, and vessels only 


as near as I can recollect, to the point | 
-oument where I left off some time since. || 


A very important statement, 


| 
| 


| interests of the country this bill is re- 


go there irregularly and infrequently. Now, sir, 
if by this small postal subsidy we can establish 
semi-monthly communication that shall be reli- 
able, you will find that manufacturers and ex- 
porters will export largely to that country, and 
that our commerce will in a very short time be so 
developed by such a line of communication that 
this large balance of trade against us will be greatly 
diminished or overcome. 

Mr. STEVENS. I wish toask the gentleman 


| from lowa, how it happens, if these advantages 


are So certain, that they have not been seized on 
by private enterprise. 

Mr. WILSON. Thetis precisely the question 
I had risen to ask. 

Mr. KASSON. I am happy to answer both 
gentlemen with one response. It is, that private 


| enterprise has not ventured any more here than 


it has done in foreign countries, where scarcely 


| a line of steamships has ever been originally 
| established without aid from Government. I 


will mention also,as an illustration of the advant- 
ages to be derived, that several foreign steamship 
companies have made most earnest requests of 
the Postmaster General to use the name of United 
States mail steamships on condition of carrying 
our mails, in order to insure commercial confi- 
dence as to ie re rular ity of their lines. 

Mr. STEVENS. Wasthat since the Alabama 
has been abroad ? 

Mr. KASSON. Yes, sir, there are two lines 
now begging for this advantage, in order to give 


t 
t 


= 


| commercial confidence in their recularity. 





|| argument. 


| 


Mr. ALLEY. 


I would like to say a word, if 
the gentleman will permit me, In reference to the 
question propounded by the gentleman from Lowa 
furthest from me, [Mr. Witson.] I have before 
mea letter from the American consul at Rio de 


| Janeiro, dated in July, 1862, inclosing to this 
| Government areport of the commercial condition 


of Brazil, in which he alludes to the material in- 
jury the trade of the United States has sustained 
with that country owing to the rebel privateers 
which have been in their waters, and urging the 
importance of a re rular line of steam comnruni- 


| cation between Brazil and the United States. In 


this letter occurs this passage: 

‘¢ So long asthere is no direct steam communication be- 
tween Brazil and the United States, just so long will our 
nation occupy the present humiliating position in regard to 
the control of its commeree.”? “The trade with England 
and France has grown enormously, and almost beyond be 
lief, since the Governments of those countries established 
regular mouthly steam communication with Brazil.’ 

Now, | will say in this connection, our com- 
merce with Mexico in 1835 was $20,000,000 an- 
nually. The commerce of Great Britain with 
Mexico at that time was lessthan ours. Butby 
the establishment of a steam communication di- 
rectly to Mexico, her commerce has gone up to 
$28,000,000 per annum, while ours is reduced to 


Ye 


$8,000,000. ‘The whole annual commerce of Mex- | 


ico is but about fifty-four million dollars of com- 
mercial exchanges. Of this, $28,000,000 goes 
to England, $8,000,000 to the United States, 
$5,000,000 to Krance, and the balance to the rest 
of the world. Just so in degree has it been with 
Brazil. Our commercial intercourse with Brazil, 
so far as commercial exchanges are concerned, 
has decreased, while that of Great Britain has 
continually increased ever since the establishment 
of this line of steam communication, doubling 
the very first year of steam communication be- 
tween Great Britain and Brazil, until at this time 
it amounts in exports of British products I be- 
lieve to $22,000,000, while ours is only about 
six million dollars of exports, while we receive 
$21,000,000 of imported goods, making more than 
thirteen million dollars balance of trade against us. 

Mr. KASSON. These facts, Mr. Speaker, fur- 
nish an unanswerable argument as to the effect of 
the establishment of asteamship line. Any per- 
son may doubt as to whether we pay too much 
for the service or not. That point is open to 
In developing the vast interests of the 
country I do not think any gentleman who has 
given this subject examination can entertain a 
doubt as to the great advantage to a commetcial 
country of a st amship line. 

Mr. ALLEY. 
my friend will yield a moment, in reply to the 
question propounded by the gentleman from Pi nn- 
sylvania,{Mr. Stevens.] He asked why private 
enterprise could not do this, ‘Thatis impossible. 
England has tov great a start of us, 


Let me make a suggestion, if 
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grants subsidies to the extent of over four mil- 
lion dollars, and no nation upon the face of the 
globe, as we all know, understands its pecuniary 
interest better than England. Yet, from the com- 
mencement of the subsidy system in 1840 down 
to the present time, she has. greatly iner 


. : eased it 
unul it amounts to four million dollars and up- 


W ard. Und r these circumstances, our capital- 
ists and commercial men find it impossible to 
compete with British merehants supported by 
their Government by such large subsidies. 

Mr. WILSON. How much does England 
pay as a subsidy to this Brazilian line? 

Mr. KASSON, My recollection is that it is 
about seventy-five thousand pounds sterling. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 

Mr. COBR, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported that they had examined and found 
truly enrolled bills and resolutions of the follow- 
ing tiuies$: 

An act (H. R. No. 144) to enable the people 
of Nebraska to forma constitution and State gov- 
ernment, and for the admission of sueh State into 
the Union on an equal footing with the original 


States; 


Joint resolution (H.R. No. 21) relative to the 
accounts of the petty officers, seamen, and others 
of the United States eunboat Cineinn ith: 

Joint resolution (H.R. No. 13) tendering the 
thanks of Congress to Admiral Porter; 

An act (H.R. No. 297) fixing the date of the 
loss of the United States brig Bainbridee, and for 
the relief of officers, seamen, and marines of the 
same, and for other purposes; and 

A joint resolution (H.R. No. 54) authorizing 
the Secretary of the Navy to sell at public aue- 
tion lot No. 13 in the village of Sackett’s Harbor, 


New York. 
STEAMSIIIP LINE TO BRAZIL- 
Mr. K ASSON resume d the fl MoOr. 
Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. Lunderstand the 


gentleman to state that he intended to demand the 


revious question atthe conclusion of his speech. 
| 


AGAIN, 


f that be so, I should like to put an miquiry ¢ ither 
to him or to the chairman of the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads before thatis done. 

Mr. KASSON. | agreed with the sre ntleman 
from Massachusetts to move thi previous ques 
tion, and | will yi ld to the gentleman to make 
his inquiry. 

Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. Iask whether it 
is intended to confine this service to American 
vessels? 

Mr. ALLEY. That is the understanding. 

Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. Why, then, has 
the provision which is contained in bills of this 
character been omitted ? 

Mr. AL Ll x. It was thought best to le ave the 
details of the bill to the Postmaster General. He 
is authorized to make such regulauvous as he may 
deem expedient. 

Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. I hope that I will 
be allowed to move an amendmenton that pout. 

Mr. KASSON. 1 shall be obliged to yield to 
the gentleman from Massachusetts to call for the 
previous question. l am in favor of making itan 
American line. 

Mr. ALLEY. WhileI deem it entirely unne- 
cessary, | shall not object to the amendment; and 
if there is any doubt on the subject, of course it 
is proper. 

Mr. KASSON. The gentleman from New 
York and the chairman can fix on the proper 
form of the ameudment while I continue my re- 
marks. 

Mr. Speaker, the line is proposed to be estab- 
lishe d from One of our ports north of the Poto- 
mac to Rio Janeiro, and in any event it will un- 
doubtedly be an American line. In reference to 
the subject of subsidies, let me say thatthe French 
Government has within the two or three past 
years followed the precedent of the English Gov- 
ernment, and have granted very large subsidies to 


lines running not only to Brazil and to Mexico, 


but one to New Orleans. And if that course is 
pursued by foreign Governments in the future, 
and the course of the American Government is to 
be characterized by a neglect of all the statistics 
involved in this question and of the rlanbline 
terests inevitably involved in it, we shai find our 
steam commercial marine drivel: ivom Lie Bea, 
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subsidies to the Cunard line; and the o jecuon 


giish Government has paid cnormous 


iq 
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1 | : { ; 1 bas d urn n 
i t} ne ree lon rts the team 

L | New York, and 
‘ hataccountthe Cunard subsidies will be tern 
inated But here is no demand y tl KE | 
! ple upon the Brit (a ernment that t \ 
shall withdraw t! d to fo nj ' 
erally. 

Now | k of t matter im ire by 
it if difa y It ton Cow pt 
other ry { ' 1 Ame sy I to ny f ) 
port, Task that t may be considered upor 
its own me \ t le that i 
cial gentlemen in different Stat may endeavor 
to learn the disposition of Conere from this de- 
bate, I w remark that another foreign Govern- 
ment h been ¢ xceedingly anxious to establish 
a line of steamships between them and this coun 
try [ refer to the Belgian Government, which 


Oomeaily tated luring the last 
would give 


summer that they 
subsidies to any Am« rican 
y which would establish a line between 
Antwerp and New York. They did not then 
even démand a subsidy from the United States, 
and | doubt whether a subsidy from this Gov- 
t would be ' But | deem it of 
rcial interests of 


liberal 


company 


crnmen necessary. 


to the 
tht untry that this 


dispo ition, not to be 
} 


grea importance comm 


should SHOW a 


extravagant at all 


Congress 
» but to 
Vel yp) tine commercial interests of the country in 
between th 
Jnited States and foreign countries. And, as 


I 
l ud before, 


amount we may feel 


connection with the postal servic 


rather be 
justified in 
that the 
commercial interests of this 


ict our Gebate upon the 
riving, more or 
le 38, bul lel it not show opinion of this 
Congress is Uiat the 
ntirely independent of the dev 
ment of ocean steam navigation, 

One word more, and | will leave the subject. 
It is that this line now proposed tobe established 
¥ which is an effort on the part of the Uni- 
ted States to reclaim, i! part, its = ire of the great 
commerce of the ocean; to reclaim its 
eas, whith have been par 
by efforts 


é iOp- 


3 position 


and its flag upon th 


tially driven off in foreign countries to 


drive us from the ocean. 1 recollect that one of 
the creat Prussian monarchs, immediately after 
the close of a seven years’ war, built a magnifi- 
cent palace for his own habitation and that of his 4 
SUCK ors. And when asked how he could do 
it after his country had been drained of its finan- 
cial resources by a war with Austria, replied he 


did it to signify to that enemy that the 
: exhausted. 
Somewhat in that spirit would I say now to the 

other commercial nations of the world, that al 

have indirectly contributed largely, 
and allowed their citizens to contribute to enter- 
prises intended to drive our commerce from the 
seas, yet the United States is not intending to 
yield, in the face even of this war, to any such 
enterprises u ion Governments, 
their commercial 


resources 
were hot 


thourh they 


pon the partof fore 
but stand re ady to inaurcurate 
equ lity in the face of all obstacles which have 


been interposed aga 


Mr. STEVENS. 


ist us. 
I would ask the gentleman 
whether we should not promote American com- 
merece a great deal more by offering premiums for 
the destruction of the Alabama and other pirat e 
so that our ships can venture out to sea?- 

Mr. KASSON. When the 
man oft my committee 
effect I think LI ean 


absence of one 


»distinguished chair- 
shall introduce a bill to that 
say | will support it. The 
good measure does not justify us 
in defeating another good measure. My great 
object is to develop the wealth and prosperity of 
this country by an ents rprise of this kind, if 1 
thought myself wrong In my reasoning upon the 
effect of not support 
it. You will increase the commercial power of 
the country by doing it. You will increase the 
advantages ofour connection witha creatand pros- 
and Lask what gentleman 
upon this floor willadmitmy premises and will not 
at the same time admit my cone that it 
would be better for us to give some small aid in 
order to restore in favor of American commerce 
the balance of trade which has so largely increased 
against us tin the absence of 0 
tion, 

1 intended, 
but these 


this bill | certai: ly should 


perous foreign country; 


iusIoNns, 


a direct communica- 


sir, to speak for only ten minu 
; 
i 


tes 


; 
remarks have carrie 


Wileriocutory 
beyond my original intention, 


rie 
I beg pardon of 
the House for the time | have oc up dd, ‘and now, 


’ 
in accordance with my agreement, I renew the 
demand for the previous question. 

Mr. STEVENS I move to lay the bill upon 
the ‘table, d upon that motion I demand the 
y 8 a i ° 

The y ind nays were ordered, 

The question wv taken; and it was decided in 
the negative yeas 30, nays &7; as follows: 

YEAS M t Anderson, Ambrose W. Ciark, Clay, 
Coffroth, Das , Deniso Dumont, Eekley, Eden, 
Farnsworth, Grider, Juiian., Kel . King, Lazear, Loan, 
L », Mcbow \\ n HH. Miller, James R. Morri 
{ ~ ee \V l i H. Randall, Robinson, Sloan, 

I r, Tracy iW t ou. 

NAVS—Messers. Willian J. Allen, Alley, Allison, Ames, 
Ashley, Bail Augu (. Baldwin, John D. Baldwin, 
Baxter, Boaman, Pranecis P?. Blaw, Brooks, Chanler, Cole, 
Cox, Cre Dawes, Eldridg FPinek. Frank, Ganson, 
Garfield, Gooch, Gr nell, Hath, Harding, fenjamin G. 


Harris, Herrick, Higby, Hooper, Hotehki Asatiel W. 
Hlubbard, Jenckes, William J Kalbfleiseh, Kasson, 
Francis W. K rg, ¢ ndo Kellogg, Kernan, Law, Mal 
lory, Marey. Marvin. McAllister, MeBride, McClurg, Me 
Kinney, Samuel F. Miller, Daniel Morris, Morrison, Leon 
ard Myers, Norton, Odell, Charles O'Neill, Perham, Pike, 
Pomeroy, Pruyu, Radford, Samuel J. Raudall, Alexander 
H. Rice, John H. Rice, Rogers, Edward H. Rollins, James 
Ss » Ross, Sc nck, Scott, Shannon, Smith, Smith 
ers, Stebbins, John B. 3 . William G. Steele, Strouse, 
Stuart, Voor es, William i Washburn, Webster, Wha 
lev, Wheeler, Chilton A. White, Williams, Wilder, Win 
field, Fernando Wood, and Yeawan—e87 


Hous 


beon, 


PD 
» Celis 


Do the refused to lay the bill upon the 


WASHBURNE, of Illinois, 
roll-call,) stated that he had paired off upon this 
question with Mr. Bruaing, and that if 
to vote he [Mr. Wasusurne} 
in the afirmative. while Mr. 
voted in the negative, 

The question recurred upon the demand for 
the previous question, 

Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. I understood the 
chairman of the C on the Post Office and 
Post Roads to agree that I should offer my amend- 
ment. I suppose, however, that | cannot offer it 
during the pendency of the demand for the pre- 
vious question. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman from lowa 
withdraws the demand for the previous question 
the amendment can be offere d, butnot otherwise. 

Mr. KASSON. Will the gentleman read his 
amendment for information? 

Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. The amendment 
I propose is to confine this service to American 
by inserting the word ‘American’ 
the words ** first class,”’ 
first section of the bill. 

Mr. KASSON. 
offer that amendment. 

Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. 
ment, 

Mr. KASSON. 
previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 


(during the 


at liberty 
would have voted 
Buaine would have 


mittee 


vesscis, 


I insist on the demand for the 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HOLMAN moved to lay the bill upon the 
table. 

‘The motion was disagreed to—ayes 27, noes 88. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was ac- 
cordingly read the third time. 

Mr. ALLEY demanded the previous question 
on the passage of the bill. 


The previous question was seconded, and the | 


main question ordered. 


Mr. HOLMAN demanded the yeas 


and nays 


on the passage of the bill; and called for tellers 
on the yeas and nays. 
Telle hh ; were ordered; and Messrs. Hotman and 


ALLEY were a} ype ite d. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 20, noes 83. 

So the yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The bill was then passed. 

Mr. ALLEY moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bi/l was passed; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


SALES OF GOLD. 
Mr. STEVENS 


I ask leave to reporta bill 
from the Comm 


f Ways and Means, which, 

if it be puss d at ahi tian to be passed at once. 

Mr. AL L E Y. lL yield with great pieas 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. BROOKS. I rise to a question of order. 


ure to 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOB 


I offer that amend- | 


after | 
in the eighth line of the | 


I yield to the gentleman to | 


This day was set apart for P 


3 ‘> 
which is a special order in ths Hous. ‘1 
tion is, whether by the consent of ae 
of that committee the day can by j 
other purpose. P .= y 


The SPEAKER. Except in the m 
Monday UNANIMOUS CONnsert 7 
almost anything. 


BROOKS. Then thi 


Ul ( 
Mm by UNANIMOUS Consent ? 
The SPE AKER. O; ly by una 


sent. 

Mr. STEVENS. I ask leave to rena ¢ 
the Committee of Ways: ind Means a ‘ 
hibit certain sales of eold and fore: ion « ts 

Mr. HOLMAN. I object. akg. 

INTERNAL REVENUE. 

Mr. MORRILL. Lask unanimous eo, 
have printed for the use of the House dn, 
usual number of copies of the tax bill. 

Mr. WASH BURNE, of Llinois. | 
to the gentleman from Vermout to i: 
number. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution m 
the Committee on Printing. 

Me MORRILL. If it isto be @ 
should be done at once while the 
ing. I therefore move that doubli 
print d for the use of the Hou 
The motion was referred 


tv: 
vine 


be r be 


» Under the ruls 


the Committee on Printing. a 
TRANSPORTATION OF TIE MAILS. 
Mr. ALLEY, from the Committee on the Pog 


Office and Post Roads, reported back, 
recommendation that it do pass, a bill (LT. R.N 
183) to secure the speedy transportation of 
mails. 

The bill was read. 
corporations, or 


It requires al 
persons, havit 0 md ¢ \ 
ine locomotives or cars for the trar 
of merchandise or passengers for hir 
along any post road or | 
ted States, upon demand by the Post Office | 
partment, to receive and transport tl 

the United States, and postal agents 
thereof, upon such car or 
such mails, according to their 
the line of such 
and upon contract terms to be agreed upon ins 
ing by the Postmaster General and such car 
and in case of their failure to agree rel 
same shall be fixed and determined at 
day, as a prefe rred case, by the Court of ( 
at Washington, whose certificate sh 
parties as a contract; 


posta 


carriage, and | 
dest tl é ( 


rot id or route, foracom rs 


provid d, such f 
agree, or delay in final determination, shall | 
prevent the use thereof for such transportaty 
the ms 1ils; but the same may be taken and 
therefor, under direction of the Postmaster G 
eral, for which compensation shall be m 
thereinbefore provided; and any person or cor- 
poration, by agent or otherwise, In any! 
obstructing such use shall, if a person, 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon cons 
thereof shall, for each offense, be punished 

a fine not exceedisig $500, or by impris: 

not exceeding six months, or by both su 

and imprisonme nt at the discretion of th 
and if a corporation, it shall be fined for ea 
fense in asum not exceeding $5,000; pros 
further, that no railroad company sha | e 
pelled to carry the mails over its road fol 
less rate of compensation than Is now esta 
by law for the class to w hich it belongs; 
case of disacreement between the parties as 


t 


| proper classification, the same shall be letern 


by the court. 
“Mr. ALLEY. This bill provides that a 
roads shall be compelled to carry the mails 
their roads for such reasonable compensa! 
is allowed by law. Most of the ra 
country chee rfully acquiesce in the demands 
the Department; but there are some sma 
that have giver some trouble. The bill is re 
mended by the Department, and ie regarded 
some importance. { move the previous ques 
on Rag third reading of the bill. 
. PRUYN. L ask the gentleman fr 
setts to withdraw the previous ques 
Mr. ALLEY. I will, if the gentleman © 
promise to renew it, 


Mr. HOLMAN. 


wroads 


Vl 
. us t 


if the gentleman from Mas- 








, Mas- 


stouwd that { had yiclded 


yields the floor, he must yield it un- 
Vir. ALLEY. I cannot yield it uncondition- 


\tr, PRUYN. I will renew the previous ques- 


tion if centieman from Massachusetts insists 





Mr ALLEY. I withdraw the previous qu 
for the purpose of hearing what the gent 
ane. 
y UY N. Mr. Speaker, this is the first 
itl have heard this bill read, and it 
e one of very great importance. It 
ne very sweeping and broad provis- 
[think that members should have an op- 
y of examining it to see whether tt does 
famendment. Lask the gentleman from 
Massa nset to let it lie over Sr a week. 
Mr ALLEY: The bill was reported and 
i come time since and recommitted—— 


MI HOLMAN. | object to the gentleman 
, New York yit Iding the floor unless he yie lds 


nally 
Vir. PRUYN. 
Massachusetts on 


I yield to the gentleman from 
the samé terms that he yielded 


me. 
+4 HOLMAN. That was unconditionally. 
.AL Cw ‘ did not yield unconditionally. 


[stated that | yielded to the gentleman from New 

York to hear what he had to say on the » subj ct. 

1 under 1 him to wish to make an inquiry, 
| led for that purpose, 


Mr. PRUYN. Mr. Speaker, [ inquire whether 
rder at this Lime to move to pe wstpone the 
tion of this bill to a future day. 


The SAKER. The Chair is in doubt 
whether it is, as the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts yielded to the gentleman from New York on 


derstanding that he would renew the pre- 


paestion 
ALLEY. 
Iv ee 

Mr. HOLMAN. I object, unless the gentle- 
man from New 245 rk yields uncondition ally. 

\\ 7 . I believe I have the floor. 

TheSPEA ii R. The Chair thinks not. The 
7 ma . m New York has the floor with 

romise on his part to demand the previous 
question. 

Mr. ALLEY. I[did not understand those were | 
the terms on which | yielded the floor. 
The SP E AKER. The Chair understood so, 
nd now the gentleman from Indiana objects to | 
the gentleman from New York yielding the floor 
unless he yields unconditionally. 

Mr. ALLEY. Il have no doubt the statement 
made by the Chair is correct; but in the confu- 
sion prevailing | did not understand the point 

ide by the gentleman from Indiana. I under- 
stood that I was only yielding the. floor to the 
gentleman from New York for the purpose of | 

King an inquiry in reference to this bill, as it | 
isa matter in which he takes much interest, and 
not for the purpose of surrendering the floor alto- 
gether, which L should not have done. 

The SPEAKER. 

irk is upon the floor. 

Mr. PRUYN. [ desire to ask the Speaker 

WW he ther itis in order to move to postpone 
this bill, 

lhe SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 

‘ork must decide that for himse if. The gentle- 
man from Massachusetts yielded the floor. to the 
gentiieman from New York a condition that 
alter making remarks he should renew the demand 

ir the previous question, and the centleman must 
decide for himself whether under the circum- 
Stan ‘es he will move to postp me. 

“Mr, PRUYN. After the statement of the 
Chair, [shall yield the floor to the rentleman from 
M wssachusetts, and if he will not himself make 
the motion, or permit me to make the motion to 
Postpone, [ will yield unconditionally. In falfill- 
ment of my promise, [ now move the previous | 
question, unless the gentleman from Massachu- 
ts de sires the fl or. 


If the gentleman will allow me 


| 


Mr. ALLEY. Dves the gentleman yield to 1) 


me an ridin mally ? 
Ir. PRUYN. ‘I do. 
Mr. ALLEY. Then I am nowentitled to the 
ree I wish to state, in the first place, that the 
fl ; certainly misunderstood me in assigning the 
Hoor to the gentleman from New York upon the 
it unconditionally. I 


The gentleman from New 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE 


certainly did not intend so to do, and 


iround me state that they understood me to vield 
simply for the purpose of allowing him to ask 
question. 


The SPEAKEI The Chair will again state 
the case. Theor th ‘man from New York sought 
the floor. The gentleman from Indiana raised 


the question of order that the gentleman from 


Massachusetts could not yield the floor to him. 


i 
The gentleman from Massachusetts stated that 
would yield the floor unconditionally if the 


y 


tleman from New York would renew the demand 
for the previo S$ question The gentleman from 
New York accepted the floor upon those terms. 


Aftera littl while the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts stated that he understood that he h id only 
yielded the flo to allow the gentleman from 
New York to mi kd i Statement or ask i question 

Mr. ALLEY. The point in the case is, that | 
desire to be entire ly fair with the gentleman from 
New York, but he has now yielded uncondition- 
all ry, ar d so now 1t 18 of no conse quence, 

twill say In regard to this bill that | am sur 
it provides that the mails shall be carried on the 
railroads upon such termsas are now require d by 
law. I have found no gentleman connected with 
railroads, with whom | have conversed in refer- 
ence to this bill, who has made any opposition to 
it, and I think there can be no reasonable oppo- 
sition made. Werequire now all vessels for for- 
eign ports to ¢ arry the mails upon such terms as 
the Postmaster General shall prescribe. They 


1 are to receive the protection of the Government. 





They sail und r,andthis Llouse, by an 


ainost 





unanimous vote, declared that such a pro- 
vision Was wise and just. Tl hat bei o the case 


’ 
they cannot certainly now object to placing the 
railroads under the same rule. 

As a question of practical importance it will 
have but little effect. There are very few rail- 
roads in the cour try which make the sliehte 3t ob- 
jection to it. 
there 1s no compe tition, that have given the Gov- 
ernment some considerable trouble, and it is to 
reach these roads, which hn e Department has not 
been able to reach in any other way, that this bill 
is reported. 

The Department desire the bill. The Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads are unani- 
mously in favor of it with perhaps a single ex- 


ception, a d I think there can be no reasonabl 


‘There are some, however, where 


opposition made to it. Iu regard to its postpone- 
ment for future constderation | will remark that 
it has already been printed and before the Hous 
for several weeks. It was knownsome tend ys 
ago that action would be had upon it to-day, and 


I cannot feel that further delay can properly be 
granted. I therefore adhere to hoon original pur- 


pose, ang d demand the previous question. 

The previous - stion was seconded, and t 
main question ordered to be put. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

PRINTING OF TAX BILL. 

Mr. A. W. CLARK, from the Committee on 
Printing, reported the following resolution; which 
was re wie considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That two thousand extra copies of the internal 
revenuu bill be printed for the use of the House. 


Mr. A. Ww. CLARK move d to re conside r the 
vote by which the resolution was adopted; and 
also moved to lay the motion toreconsider on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

POSTAL MONEY-ORDER SYSTEM. 

Mr. ALLEY. Iam next directed by the Com- 
mittee onthe Post Office and Post Roads to report 
a bill to which I think there wil | be no obje ction. 
It has been pa sed by the House once alre ady, and 
defeated in the Senate for want of time. I report 
back House bill No. 185, to establish a pos tal 
money-order system, and ask that it be now put 
on its passage. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. ALLEY. The bill explains its If, and I 
do not prepose to discuss it at this time. I will 
only state thatit has been reported from the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads in ac- 
cordance with the recommendation of the Post- 
master General in his annual report, and that it 
has re celve d the unanimous consent of the com- 


initice. The system has becn adopted tn other 
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bye y su Cso- 

It will not only be a great accommodation 

»the people but be the source of considerable 

revet his money-order system has been pro- 
1 1\ f such re its revel has been tried 
in England and other cour ries, that it furnishes 
the strongest inducement forus at least to try the 
experiment. It furnishes a safe means ef eon- 
veying toevery section of the country remittances 


of small amount foratrifling consideration, which 


every person must admit is a vreat desideratur 
A large amount its lost annually in small suma 
by sending money through the mails. In most 
instances these losses fall upon pe ople of moder- 
ate means, and this bill provides a complete rem- 
edy for this growing evil. 

I demand the previous question, 


Mr. SHANNON, I ask the gentleman to 
yield to me so that | may move an amendment 
to the bill in the third seetion by which the max- 
imum amount of a postal money order shall be 
increased from thirty to one hundre d dollars. 

ALLEY. I cannot yield for that purpose. 
I will state in reply to the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia that the whole matter was carefully con- 
sidered by the Commitiee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, and they were unanimous that the 
provision should stand as it isreported. I there- 
fore must decline to yield for the amendment. 

Mr. SHANNON. Let the charge be propor- 
tionate to the sum, so that it will yield more rev- 
enue. It would be agreataccommodation to the 
veople of the Pacifie coast, 

Mr. ALLEY. I can well understand why 
California should ask for such an amendment 

Mr. STROUSE. Lam entirely in favor of this 
bill, and | should like to say a few words in re- 
gard to ot. : 

Mr. ALLEY. 
for five minut g. 

Mr. STROUSE. Mr. Speaker, the amendment 
sugrest d by the gentleman from California was 
the one which Lwouldagree to. I think thatthe 
bill ought to be amended in that regard. ‘The 
maximum sum permitted by the bill tm be sent 
through the mails is thirty dollars. Ifthe billis 
to pass in its present shape, therefore, | regard it 
of no value practic ally whate ver. 

] admire, Sil 


I will yield to the gentleman 


rs the euarde d menner in which the 
measure isdrawn. Idonotknow whothe author 
is; but, whoever he is, he has embodied all the 
good provisions in the system as carried on in 
continental Europe. LT remember that some fif- 
teen years ago the Government of the United 
States deputed the late Selah R. Llobbie, then con- 
nected with the Post Office Department, as a com- 
missioner for the purpose of conferring wtth the 
superintendent of mails of the German confed- 
eration. ‘The postal money-order system has 
been established inall these countries, Notonly 
in Prussia, Bavaria, the free Hanseatic towns, but 
in every principality of the confederation, as well 
as in Austria. It has been so established for 
many years. It has worked well and beneficially 
l have no ob jection to the minimum amount 
being fixed at one dollar, but I do think that the 
maximum ought to be increased beyond thirty 
dollars. If the measure is not intended alone for 
those who make small remittances, but for the 
commercial community as well, | ask why the 
maximum should not be made $100 at least? I 
think itshould be $500. ‘Take the instance of sol- 
diers at a post near a post office who have been 
seg off. If they want to send fifty dollars under 
th protection of the mauls , the y cannot do tt un- 
i this bill without making two remittances. If 
the gentleman will turn bis attention to the books 
in the congressional library he will find that in 
Europe, where 350,000 may be sent, the system 
has woaked well. ‘There is no. reason why this 
sum should be so smal! here. It will not be an 
accommodation to the peoy le of the Pacifie coast 
unless it be increased. Why not impose a rea- 
sonable fee or tax or whatever may be necessary 
upona reasonable amount? If itis a good bi 
it stan ids, what objection is there to increasing the 
[tisa £0 xd bill in its sco and © ject, 
und we ought to have had such a one long ago, 
Money letters which are now seut are uncertain 


amouut? 


yf reaching tier piace of destinathon; ana when 


t or misiaid or stolen—tt makes no diflerence 
which—there is no redress, no reclamation, no 
ef to the party who loses Lhe money, 


Thistsa nd bill generally, and there ought to 


ree es 
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be i ntl t of Post Office 
( f I fm Cl re to making thi 
| ' extensive in its character. I hope the 
H i may t ke the ame view of it that I do, 
nd make the amount respectable, such as will 

mmand thet rect of the country and attract 
t ttention of Governments abroad which we 
re now imitating. 

Me ALLEY I renew the demand for the 
previ u que tion 

The previous question was sec nde 1, and the 
main qu tion ordered to be put; and under the 
operation thereof the bill was ordered to be en 
rrossed and read athird time; and being engrossed, 
itwasa ordu riy re rd the third time ,and passed, 

Mr. ALLEY moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


OKDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to state 
that the bank bill was postponed until after the 
morning to-morrow. As the Chair has 
stated that it would probably not be 


time, there 


hour 
previously 
for 


reached some being two or three 


cial orders in advance of it, he desires now to 
sav that he nas been informed that these special 
orders will be postponed. One of them ts the 
I tter of the rebellious States; another, the joint 
resolution to amend the Constitution, which is a 
postponement; and the other, a bill in regard to 
publhe buildines in the Territories 
Mr. DAWES. As the Speaker has made a 
statement in reference to the bank bill, | wish to 
tate that to-morrow the Committee of Elections 
are inclined to call up the two contested-election 
cases from Virginia. 


The SPE 


which will 


TI iwisay 


others, 


rivileged matter 


AKER. 
ove rride all 
ARREST 

Mr. ROLLINS, of 


OF A WITNESS. 
New Llampshire. 


I desire 


to offer a resolution from the Committee on Pub- 
| iexpenditures, 

Mr. ALLEY. l rise toa point of order. l 
und ood that to-day, after the morning hour, 
Was a 1 ito the Committee on the Post Office 

id P Roa ») make reports, 

Liv PIEAKER That ts so. 

Mr. ALLEY. | vuld then ask how other 

i it > tiit i 

PheSPEAKER. Because the gentleman from 
M assac ( did not rise and claim the floor. 

Vir, ALLICY My colleague on the commit- 
t Vir, LLaARDING] rose Instantly. 

hie SPEAKER. ‘Then the gentleman from 
Kentucky ts entitled to the floor. 

Mr, ROLL of New ilampshire. Will 
tlie ntleman yield to me a moment? 

Mr. HARDING. 1 wall. 

Mr. ROLLINS, of New Hampshire, from the 
Committee on Public Expenditures, by unani- 
ious ‘ ent, introduced the followu ° resolu- 


tion; Which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Whereas John H. Donahue, of New York city, has been 
uimmotned by leaving a certified copy of the original 
na at his last and usual place of abode, in the city ot 

New York, to appear and testify before the Committee on 

Public Expenditures at their room, No. 74 Wallstreet, New 

York city, relative to certain charges relating to the New 

York custom house; aud whereas the said John H. Dona 

} { neglected to appear before the said committee pur 
Fuant to said summon Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Speaker issue his warrant, directed 

lo the Sergeantaud-Arms of this House, commanding him, 

ud Sergennt-at-Arims, to take into custody the body 

oft ld John UD uc wherever to be found, and the 

ime forthwith to have before the said House at the bar 

Thereot Lo auswer as for a contempt of the authority of this 

Llisusc 
KELLEF FOR POSTMASTERS. 
Mr. HARDING, from the Committee on the 


Post Oh enund Post 
reiref of pos 

contederate f rebel eu 

Mr. HOLMAN, |! 
bill in exlenso. 


Phe 


Roads, reported a bill for the 
tmasters Who have been robbed by 


vees or rritlas,. 


usk for the first reading of 
thre 


bill was aecordinely read. 


The bill received its second ‘reading, and was 
then ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and beingengrossed, it was accordingly read 


the third time, and passed. 


Mr. HARDING moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


THE 


+ dar thee 


LA? 
DRIGGS. 


1 
‘DD 


BUSINESS. 
Mi 


The House, ashort time since, 


agreed ROUT: with the exception of one 
member only, to apy ropriate to-morrow to the 
business of the Committee on Public Lands. That 


gentleman has since withdrawn his objection, and 
| hope unanimous consent will now be given. 

The SPEAKER. The probability is that to- 
morrow will be used up by other business. 

Mr. STI —e SNS. Lhave no objection to the 
business of the Committee on Public Lands com- 
ing up aa all other business 1s dispose d of. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Dawes] has given notice that he 
will call up two questions of privilege to-morrow, 
and there is other business pending for to-mor- 
row. 

Mr. DRIGGS. 


will aces pt the 


Well, if Tecan do no better I 
sition of the gentleman from 


propo 


Pennsylvania, (Mr. Strevens,| that the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands shall have to-morrow after 
other business is disposed of, 

Mr. STEVENS. I believe I cannot agree to 


the making of a y 
Mr. 


DRIGGS. 
that he 


i 
vould not 


uch special order. 
‘The gentleman said just now 
object; and L submit that the 
ovyection comes too late. 

The SPEAKER. The gonth man from Penn- 


sylvania stated that he would not object to the 


business of the Committee on Public Lands being 
assigned for to-morrow after all other business 
shall be disposed of; and the Chair thinks the 


ovjyecuon how comes Loo late. 
PRIZE 
RICE, of Ma 


CASES. 


Mr. sachusetts, } Vv 


unanimous 


consent, submitted the followir & vr solution; which 
was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested 
to communicate to this House the report of the Solicitor of 


the ‘Treasury upon certain complaint 
disposilion Of prize 


MESSAGE 
A message 


of improper practices 
cases in New York. 
FROM THE SENATE. 


from the Senate, by Mr. Hickey, 


its Chief Clerk, informed the House that the Sen- 
ate declined the further conference asked for by 
the House on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the bill of the House (No. 15) to pro- 


vide a temporary government for the 
of Montana on the terms offered 
House. 


IOUSE OF INDUSTRY IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. PATTERSON, by unanimous consent, 
and in pursuance of previous notice, introduced 
a bi 
Industry in the District of Columbia; which was 
read a first and second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee for the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

APPEALS FROM LAND OFFICE 

Mr. WINDOM 


pursuance of pre 


Peitttory 
in the resolution 
of the 


DECISIONS. 
, by unanimous consent, and in 
vious notice, introduced a bill re- 
lating to appeals from the decisions of the Gen- 
eral Land Office, and for other purposes; which 
was read a first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
And then, on motion of Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio, 
(at half past four o’clock, p. m.,) the House ad- 


journed., 


IN SENATE 
Saturpay, 4pril 16, 1364. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. SunpeRLAnp. 
‘The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
HENDRICKS presented a memorial of 
Indianapolis and Cincinnati Railroad Com- 


Mr. 
the 


pany, remonstrating against the extension of the | 
Goodyear patent for the manufacture of vulcan- | 


ized India rubber; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Patents and the Patent Office. 
Mr. LANE, of Indiana, presented a memorial 


of the Terre Haute and Richmond Railroad Com- 
pany, a memorial of the La Fayette and Indian- 
apolis Railroad Company, and a memorial of the 


Union Railw 1y Company, re monstrating against 
the extension of the Goodyear patent for the man- 
ufacture of vulcanized India rubber; which were 
referred to the Committee on Patents and the Pat- 
ent Office. 

Mr. WADE presented a resolution of the Le- 


gislature of the Siate of Ohio, in favor of provision 


making an appropriation for a Hiouse of 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


bel 
Litt 


ferred to the C 
the Militi 


ng 0 


ile | 


Mr. 


rade by ( ongt 
we OT le of Ea “ye 
i 


ommitte 


POW Lk iF c pre St nted a memori 
Board of Trade of Louisville 


eon Milita: 


, and orde red to be print d 





April 16. 


} rile 


for the improvement of the navi ration « 


riv 


er; which was referred to the Comm 


Commerce. 


Mr 


» Ke ntucky, 


y Afi 


Fr 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEEs. 


. HALE, from the 


Committee 0; 


fairs, to whom was referred a memorial 


H. 


) 
Plant, 


praying 


to 


be rel 


unde d 


abated from his accounts for coal furni 


Washington navy- 
asked to be disc} 


atl 


on, 


Claims; which was agreed to. 


He also, 


of an improved * cone propeller,” 
discharged from its further consideration 


ny wh 


was agreed to. 


He also, 


instructed bya res 


from the same committee 


oO 


of Gi 


) 


yard, under acontract 
harged from its furt 
and that it be referred to the ¢ 


‘ to 
was refe rred ame morial of James R., Bay! 


ing for an appropriation for te 


sting h ‘ 


from the same committe: 


into the expediency of providing b ry la 


Ing honorable discharges to coal-he 


1 


kes 


her cor 


who 
>» Wh 


olution of the Senate 


W 


men in the naval service, reported a bi 


236) 


He also 


was referred 


relative to the ce] 
Wheeler Hubbell, 
ment. 


Mr. 


was referred 


HALE 


the 


The 


mene 


to provide for granting 


same co 


rial of 


an hon 
charge to coal-heavers and firemen in the no 
service; which was read and passed to a 


reading. 





mmiutt 


Mary 


A 


praying for compensation for servic: 
her brother, Joseph Gideon, as act 


by 
f 


of the United States store ship Fredonia 
rected m«¢ 
ask that the letter of 


to make an 


adverse 


the committee on that subject 
The report was agreed to; and the 
i 


ordered to be printed. 
Mr. 


was referred the memorial of M. 


HALE. The 


same co 


re port 


be 1 
| 


voi 


mmittee, t 
C. Mary 


mander in the United States Navy, 


lief from the alleged injustice of tl 


, from the same committee, 
a joint resolution (H. 
11m and letters patent 
reported it withou 


f 


eavers 


,! 


al 
’ 


the Seen stary of | 
“a 


( 
} 


pray 


sory board in withholding a recommendat 
his promotion, have instructed me toa 


committee 
sideration of the 
eral law for: 


be 
petit 
ll those 


discharged from the 


on, 


The report was agreed to. 

Mr. 
was referred a bill (S. No. 144) toamend a: 
titled * An act toestablish and equalize th 
of line officers of the United States 
proved July 16, 1862, have had the 
conside ration, and have directs d me toi 
discharged from its further copminenies andt 
bill be indefinitely postpone d, 
ing passed upon the same subjectina Lous« 
The re port was agreed to. 
Mr. 
was referred the memorial of John C 
to the commandant of the navy-yard 


the 


mouth, New Hampshire, pre 
counting officers of the 


HALE. The 


HALE. The 


same 


same Ct 


rr mitts 


Ly ing 


Bee asury | 


Na 


» 


ws 


furthe 
having reported a g 
cases, 


commiiuttec, to 


to 


Irist 


al 


that 


‘ 


\ 


} 


te 
\/ 


1862, 


le 


W 


ua 


Ports- 


rizes 


to allow the payment of the sums i it have | 
appropriated for the pay of the clerks at Uh Pot 
mouth, New Hampshire nen Philadelphia navy- 
» July, 18 59, | 


yards, | 


rom October, 1 


S57, | 


structed me to reporta joint re solution (S 
for the relief of clerks 


delphia navy-yards, 
be printed in place of a report. 


written report, but the memork il includes all 


atthe Kittery 


and to ask that the 


facts, and they ask that it be printed. 
The joint resoluuion wag r ad, and pas 


second rea 


ding; and tl 


be | rinted, 

Mr. 
Judiciary, to whom was referred 
172) concerning Uh disposition of conv 


courts of the U 
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‘ 44 
NO. 44 


and Pi 
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i 
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Committees 
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relauion 
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to report it back to the Senate with 
ment. I desire to say, in reference to 
that as soon as itis printed | shall ask 
nsideration by the Senate 
Vl "TRUMBULL. The same committee, to 
sn was referred a bill (S. No. 229) to regu- 
"she mode of ascertaining the value of lands 
oy peal estate that may be taken forthe use 
United States, have directed me to report 
versely, with a recommendation that it 


s ’ 


pass. : 
Vi DAV iS. I move that the report lie on the 
TRUMBULL. It goes on the Calendar. 

RL a notask action upon Itat the present time. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


TRUMBULL asked, and by unanimous 
at obtained, leave to introduce a bill(S. No. 
supplemental to an act to prevent frauds 
, the Treasury of the United States, ap- 

ved February 26, 1853; which was read twice 
rs title, and referred to the Committee on the 
lary. 


OREGON AND WASHINGTON LAND CLAIMS 


Mr. HARDING. There is a short bill on file 
to donation claims in Oregon and Wash- 
Territory which I should like to have 


‘ ' 
I ill 


sed now. 1 therefore move to postpone all 
r orders and proceed to its consideration. It 
W take more than ten minutes, and it is im- 


to pass it at the present time. 

Dl MOLITTLE. 1 will ask the honorable 
will not allow us to take the vote 
bill which was up yesterday, on which we 
uy to vote. It will not take, I suppose, 


Ss rout ine 


than five minutes. 
Mr. HARDING. This will go right through. 
It willtake buta moment. 
[The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, 
) Committee of the Whole, proceeded to 


consider the bill (S. No. 181) in 
sion claims in Oregon and Washington. It 
vides that whenever it shall appear that two 
ition settlers in the State of Oregon or Wash- 

1 Territory shall hold their conterminous 
improvements in such a manner as may require 
a half quarter secuion to be divided into two equa! 
parts by a line due north and south, it shall be 
wlul for the Commissioner of the General Land 
to Issue patents recognizing for each claim- 
such subdivisions; this enactment to include 
ses existing at the date of this*act, where the 
m may be proved and established according 


Che Committee on Public Lands reported the 


relerence to | 


withan amendment,in line six, after the word | 


,’ to strike out the word * due,’’ and after 
word **south’”’? to insert the words ** or east 
so that the clause will read: 


%° 


rhat whenever it shall appear that two donation settlers 

State of Oregon or Washington Territory shall hold 

hierminous improvements in such a manuneras may 

If quarter section to be divided into two equal 

‘line north and south, or east and west, it shall 
ay be lawful, &e,. 


the amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendment was concurred in. The bill 
was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 
It was read the third time, and passed, 


WEST VIRGINIA JUDICIAL DISTRICT. 
Mr. WILLEY submitted the following reso- 


"3 Which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Re That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 
W r, by the creation of the State of West Virginia, 
Ny tegisiation, and if so what, is made necessary in ret 
. to the “judicial district in Virginia, west of the 


shany mountains,’ and also in reference to judicial 
edings inthe said State of West Virginia, since the 


ton there _ and thatthe said committee report by bill 
ft ollerwWise 


" customs’ CERTIFICATES. 


Mr. HENDRICKS. I desire to offer 
ition which L have had lying on my desk for 


hres days, wi iting until it would be in order in 
the Senate to present it: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Tr asury be re 
“tested to inform the Senate what regulations be has made 
issue of ates to be received in the payment 
is, and Whether such certificates are paid for in 
Piper inoney, and if in the latter at what rate of 
tnd what amount of such certificates have been 


certifi 


Issued. 


a reso- | 


I ask for the 
lution. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I would rather that resolu- 
tion should lie over for the prese nt. l may not 
object when I come to examine it. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. Under the 
lie over if a single Senator objects? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Crarx in 
the chair.) Itdoes. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. It isa mere resolution 
of inquiry. IL wantte know whether the laws of 
the land are respected in regard to the customs. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


ing made, the resolution must lit 


present consideration of the reso- 


rule 9 does it 


Objec tion be- 

over. 
TREASURY BUILDING. 

Mr. FOSTER. I offer the 
tion, and ask for its present consideration: 

Resolved, That the Commissioner of Public Buildings be 
directed to report to the Senate whether it is intended by 
those now engaged in the work of the 
to take down any portion of the 
ing, Which has already been completed; and if so, what 


is the object of said change, and what amount of ¢€ X pense 
will be incurred in the project. 


‘Treasury extension 
south front of that build 


By unanimous consent the Senate proceeded to 
consider the resolution. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. 
lic Buildings has nothing-to do with the Treasury 
building; and itis not customary, I believe, to ad- 
dress resolutions of inquiry to subordinate offi- 
cers. We neveraddress them toany oneexcept to 
the President ortoamember of his Cabinet; andthe 
Senator from Vermont, [Mr. ¢ 
a little particular about such matters, has objected 
to ouraddressing them to anybody but the Presi- 
dent himself. Certainly it is not customary to 
make such inquiries of subordinate officers. I 
suggest to the Senator from Connecticut that he 
change the directi I have 
no objection to the inquiry, but it ought to be 
addressed to the Secretary of the Tre asury. The 
ner of Public Buildings 

over the ‘Trea ury 

Mr. FOSTER. I prefer for cert 
have this inquiry made of the Cc 
Public Buildings. Ido not 
thing improper init. Sull 
itis better not 


/OLLAMER,]| whois 


yn of his resolution. 


Commisst has no charge 
buildin S. 

1in reasons to 
yMmissioner of 
is any- 
, if Senators think that 
subordinate, I have no 
on to the resolution being changed in that 
re spe er. 


think there 
to addressa 


I heard this morning to my astonish- 


mentthat there was achange intended ia the south 
front of the Treasury building, which,inmy eye, 

has been and is one of the most beautiful and at- 

tractive of all our public buildings. I have 
informed that itis designed to take down a very 
considerable a of the front of that building 
and to make some change. 

Mr. GRIMES For what purpose? 

Mr. FO: ST ER. As I understand, the purpdéfe 
iS, in the first piace, to increase the architectural 
beauty an d proportion of th building, and then 
to make some add 
the building. 


Mr. GRIMES. By taking the fr 


been 


itional room in the 


ynt out? 


Mr. FOSTER. So tam informed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Crark in 
the chair.) Does the Chair understand the Sen- 


ator from Connectic 
cording to the sugge 
now? 

Mr. FOSTER. I shall not modify it myself, 
but if the Senator ‘from Illinois thinks proper to 
move suc h an amendmé nt, I shall make 

ection. 

Mr. TRUMBULL 
necticut must be 
Public Buildings 
ury building. It 
el of die Riciauiew ol 


utto modify hts resolution ac- 
tion of the Senator from IIli- 


no ob- 


The Senator from Con- 


has nothing todo Ww ith the Treas- 
ill under the ch irge and con- 

the Treasury. ‘The Com- 
missioner of Public Bui ‘ld nes knows no more 
about it than the Senator from Connecticut or my- 
self, and he has no authority overitby law. ‘That 
matter is entirely under the control of the Secre- 
tary of the Tre asury ,and it would be manifestly 
as improper to ask of the Commissioner of Pul lie 
Buil dings information about the Treasury build- 
ing as it would be toask it of the marshal of the 
District or the warden of the jail. 
Mr. FOSTER it to me that it would 
be a strange thing if the Commuiss 


seems 


lic Buildings could not ascertain what was In- 
tended to be done in regard va lic 
buildings in Washington. Its possible that he 


| may not be charged with the duty; yut it scems 


aware that the Commissioner of 


ioner of Pub- 


| 


following resolu- | 


‘The Commissioner of Pub- | 


interior of | 
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o me that he can make the inquiry, and answer 
the resolution. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. We might direct our 
Seeretary to do it as well as him. 

Mr. FOSTER. It is certainly true that we 
might direct our Seeret ary to do rt, and I do not 
see that there would be any impropriety what- 
ever in that; but it struck me that it was mantl- 
festly and obviously proper to address the 
missioner of Public Buildings 
gentlemen seem to insist 


t 


Com- 
However, as 
upon changing the di 
rection of the resolution, | move to amend it by 
striking out ** Commissioner of Public Buildings”’ 
and inserting ‘Secretary of the Treasury.”’ 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Connecticut can modify his own resolution. 
Mr. SUMNER. I wasabout to make that sug- 
restion to the Senator from Connecticut, 
to me that if he perreveres in the 
regard to the expedite ney of 


It sechisa 
re solution, mn 
which I have 
doubts, it should be addressed to the Secretary of 
the Treasury. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
tion isso modified by the Senator 
ticut. 

Mr. SUMNER, Sol understand. Of course 
what has been done there, and what is proposed 
to be done there, isunder the direction of the Sec- 
retary ofthe Treasury, who cannot have proceeded 
in such a matter without consultation with the 
architect of the building. I understand that the 
obj ct is m: untly to secure additional accommoda- 
tions, particul: irly for the Secretary himself. 

Mr.GRIMES. This is the first time lL have 
heard of this proposition to take out the front of 
the building, and asthe Senator from Mass 
setts seems to be informed about it, 
to know what the proposition is. 

Mr. SUMNER. I have not seen the 
will say to the Senator; but I know it is not to 
take out from the front but to add to it. It is Lo 
fill up the court behind the columns. The Sena- 
tor will remember that there are columns on the 
south front. 

Mr. GRIMES. In order 
stand the walls that 
the Seer tary of the 


some 


The 


from Connec- 


resi lu- 


sachu 
I should like 


plans, I 


to do that, I under- 
now separate the office of 
Treasury from this rotunda 
or open space have to be taken out. 
Mr. SUMNER. 1 do not understand that. I 
do not see that anything is to be dong except to 
add an outside wall; but then as 


I have not seen 
the plan I cannot speak positively. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I do not know what, 


may be intended, but | am clearly ofopinion that 
the y have no right to spend money in that way 
without the permission of Congress. That por- 
tion of the building has been finished, and the ap 
propriations whi h have been mide by Congress 
have been made with reference to complet 
other wing entirely; and if they undertake any- 
thine of the sort now suggested on anybody’s 
authority except the authority of Congress, [hold 
that it is a misuse of the public money. 

Mr. ANTHONY. But I do. not understanc 
that it am s any money. The 
are Inside « that re to be 


\ 
lng the 


} ’ 
commas Cat 
; 

i 


Ss are taken out at 


put in other parts of 1 building. ‘That is the 
plan, and those columns—— 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Wil ll for enough? 
Mr. ANTHONY. Can be put in another part 
of the se YY. 


Mr. FESSENDEN, 
be done vithout costi cr 


Mr. ANTHONY, It 


I do not see how it can 
something. 
will not costso muchas 


to put new columns in the other parts, if Con- 
rress hi ppropriated a certain sam of money, 
part of it to be used in putting up new columns 
in the other wing, and these columns can be 
taken out and put there for half the mone Ys t 
will not need any appropriation. ‘That is what 


I mean; no appropriation will be needed. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. lL adhere to my original 
opinion that after the building has been comple- 
ted, and is in possession of the Government as a 


completed building, the idea of taking the money 
which we have ay pre ipriated to finish other parts 


of it and alter the e miple ted part from time to 
time is not allowable. In that way there will 
never be any end to it. Unless the architects go 
on with the work yet to be done we shall never 
end it. l understand the idea has been start d 
that the old Capitol oueht to be brought out so 
as tobe flush with the new wings; and then I sup- 


l 
pose in the next place the two wings will have to 
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be brought out, because a perfectly even front 

i? t ! nt a good ul hig, and so they 

will Le ronuntilthey fill up the yard, : 

Ir. TRUMBULL. Could we not sell the 

peultat flor cnougnh to do its 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Ldo not know but that 

‘ iid, according to the idea of the Senator 

i Rhode Island. I hope the inquiry wall be 

ma = . think Congress ought to know what i 


Lo in done with the 
The r 
LAND GRANT TO WISCONSIN 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. I! 


' 
post one all 


No. 160. 


public buildings 


SOIULION Was agreed Lo, 


RAILROADS. 


move that the Senate 


prior orders, and take up Senate bill 


The motion was agr 1 to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of thi While! resunied the omnia 
eration of the bill CS 160) to grant aid for 


the construction of certain railroads 
sin; the pending question being on the amend 
ment o Mr. Satbeusculs oy taioalhtns 
ted she the C 
in section three, line 


in Wi 
| 


dment 
Laois, 
after the 
‘and thence to Su 


amet 
Public 


rting 


Ommitllee on 
four, by ins 
the words. 
perior;’’-so that it will read: 
That there be 
Wisconsin 


“a ratiroad 


word ** Bayfield’”’ 


, and is li reby, 
bor the 


granted to the 
purpose of aiding in the construction of 
from Berlin,on the Pox river, in a northwestern 
to Bayfield, and thence to Superior, on Lake Su 


State of 


aiit ion, 


perior, every aiternate section of land, &e. 
Mi DOOL ITTLE. When this amendment 
W before the Senat y lerday an inguiry was 


made in relation to at, and as the bill was then be- 


fore the Senate with the understanding tha it 
should give way to the gold bill, ifa discussion 
hould arise, | at once consented to it 


§ postpone 
ment, [am now prepare d to siate to the S« 
preci ely the effect of thi 
map lying on my table be 
precisely what it is. 

‘This grant of land from Berlin on the Fox river 
Sute of Wisconsin and thence t Bay fir la 
es through the central re State of 


Wi CONS, It is a 


ver y Sparse ly 


nat« 
Ihave a 
Which will show 


umendment, 
fore me 
ata glance 


Frigtl OF Lhe 
woody region of country, 


wir 
map show heart of 
thie Ny 


State of Wisconsin, and a hundred miles and 
more on eve h side from at ly 


ypopulated, a lumbering region. 


$s that it is almost Liurough thi 


grant of land. 
The pending question is, wheth r, atte ritreaches 
-the town of Bayfield, its 
extended from Bayfield 

The rea to Superior are 
that in all human probability when the 
Pa ific 


Sup 


olner 


hall be pe roiilis d lo bi 
to Superror, 


30ns8 for its extension 


northern 


from Lake 
Minnesota west to the Pacifi 
ocean, it will start from Superior, which isin fact 


railroad sWall be built, reaching 
rr through 


the west.end of the 


lake, and which many per- 
sons believe will 


become the Chicago of Lake 
Superior when that country shall be developed 
and setded. ‘The country is a rocky, timbered, 
and mineral country. The Senator from ledinne 
] the nd the billin connection with 
this amendment so as to re 


proposes also toa 
upon the 


serve the min 3 il lands 
route, and not allow them to be taken 
The r coun- 


Mavie 


by the railroad company. 


gion of 
try there is re 


mainly for its 
Phere are large quantities of iron 
mineral lands, and there are copper mines 
The distance from Bay- 
from sixty to eighty miles; | 

distance precisely. By lookingat 
the map it will be seen that Superior lies in a di- 


rard d as va 

mineral lands, 

some 

i neighborhood. 

fic ld to Su; erior 1s 
1] 


eannot teil the 


rection a little northwest from Bayfield, across a 
pen sula from Bay field to Superior. 


advantage 


The re are 
Superior lies the 
farthest into the 
probably has the best harbor, 
that it is 


sin both these towns 
farthest west, and reaches the 
Bayfield 


ason 


country. 
for the re 
When have northe: 
spring of the year 
the west ¢ nd ot the 


protect d bY islands. 


they stern storms inthe 
dviving ice more or less into 
some- 
what obstruc ted in their Approac hy to the harbor 
of Superior, while at Bayfield there will always 
be-a safe harbor, for it is in deep water and in the 
rear of islands 

Mr, Speaker, - have thus briefly stated the situ- 
ation of that country . It explains itself upon the 
map atonce. f hope the amendment wil meet 
the sanction of the Senate. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like 
if this e Mpany is to be at 
mineral lands 


road? 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. 


lake » Vesste ls may be 


to inquire 
take the 
of the rail- 


1he rly Lo 
on each side of the line 


No, 


sir. 


THE 


Mr. HHENDRICKS, [| am going to move 


an 
i! In ft to preve t that 
Pheamendmentto theamendmentw is agreed to- 
Mr. HENDRICKS. Inadvertently in draft- 
yr the substitut an important provision Was 
omit | I move toamend the stxth section of the 
iment by inserting after the word * what 
ever,’’? in the fourth line, the words * and all 
mit land **? so that it will read: 
That any and all lands reserved to the United States by 


any act of Congress tor the purpose of aiding in any object 
ol liberuaiin prov npentloor in anv manner tor any purpose 
whatsoever, and all mineral lands, be, and the 
hereby, reserved and excluded from the 
ict, &« 


The 
The amendment of the committee, as amended 
, ’ 

Was ad ypted, 
The bill 


and the 


sane are 
operation of this 


imendmenttothe amendment wasacreed to. 


was reported to the Senate as amended, 
umendment was concurred 1 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was rei and 
vrant- 
to aid in the construction of certain rail- 


W isconsin.”’ 
MASSACRE AT 

Mr. HOWARD. 
lution, and L ask for its*present consideration: 
Resolved, That the 


war be, and they are hereby 
truth of the runrored 


id the third time, and passed ; 
its title was amended so asto read: **A bill 
aie i “s 

mg ianas 
roads in the State 


FORT PILLOW. 


joint committee on the conduct of the 
,instracted to inquire into the 
slaughter of the Union troops after 
their surrenderat the recent attack of the rebel forces upon 
Fort Pillow, ‘Te aud that for this purpose they, or 
number as they shall depute, repair to the 

i that they report the tacts to Congress 


Hlitsseec, 
uch of their 


neighborhood 


as S000 as possible. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there any 
objection to the consideration of the re solution? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. l have a decide d objec- 
tl 1 to the last nart of that resolution. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator o| fto ws present consideration ? 


je 
Mr. FESSENDEN. Yes, sir. 
Che PRESIDING OFFICER. 
lie over, under the 


Mr. HOWARD. 


Then it must 
rule, 


[ beg to say that itis very 


lesirable that Congress should ascertain the trath 
of the rumors allude d to in the resolution. 


DING 


will sugvest to theS 


OFF 
nator 


PER, 7 


that the resol 


Chair 


fore the 
less the objection be withdrawn. 

Mr. HOWARD. I trust the from 
Maine will withdraw the objection and let the res- 
o;ution | iss. l ee Te 
will involve littleexpense., 
be well to pay asm ll s 


annot be b se ee un- 


Senator 


is that it 
I think it would 
um for the purpose of get- 


his of jé ection 


some 


ting at the facts of this case, which is a most ex- 
tgnordin iy one, 


Mr. FE SSENDEN,. If the Senate desire it 


parc ularly, I will cit leiben sh my objection to its 
pres nt considera , but Iam utterly opposed 
to the passage of the resolution, noton the ground 


of expense. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
being withdrawn, the 
senate. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I do not object to it 
on the ground of expense, butI think that unless 
extreme urgency and necessity, it is 
hardly worth while for members of Congress to 


j 


leavetheu prdand es io Congress to go traveling about 


The objection 
resolution is now betore the 


in causes of 


the country on these ¢ x petlitions to take testimony 


| think that th 


or for any other yect, l is place 
appropriate sphere 


is the sphere, and the , of our 
mbject toit at the 
Senate and Hi puse of Rep- 
coming to a point where the busi- 
ness of both branches is exceedingly urgent, and 
wisdom of all the members of both 
branches in order to complete ut. And more than 
that, sir, experience has shown how very diffi- 
cult itis—l am very sorry to say it—to keepa 
quorum of this body. Weare obliged toadjourn 
frequently because there Is nota quorum present, 

and it de lay s business very nfuch, IL cannot he Ip 
it, take no fault to myself with regard to the 
matter, for Lam present ordinarily when Lam not 
sick and am able to be here. 1 do not gee that 
this Is so urgenta case as should call members of 
the Senate from their places in the Senate, 
lating for their country, to go and inquire into a 
transact The War Department 


duties; and more especially dol « 
when the 
resenlatuives are 


pore sent tiie 


1 
requires the 


ke 7 1S- 


ion of Luis kit d. 


i| can make all the inquiries that are necessary to |} 
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I bee leave to offer a reso- | 


tlon be- 
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be made. It is the duty of the Wa 
to make these inquiries, and I cay, 


any Special Good that is to 


marr 


arise from ¢ 


ees of this or the other bod, orans 5 Vu 


commit 
bers of committees to make in quiries of 


scription—I hope the Senate will no t 


Mr. WILSON. I called this mornine 4. ot’ 
War Department to make some ij Guiries z 

gard to this affair that has shocked the ¢ saa : 
and | was told oe the Sec ? 


retary { f War il r 
dispatch from General Shy rman 
effect that about three hundred of 
had been massacred after they } 


hi id a 


our 


iad surrende, } 
u 


There is no doubt that there has been aby = 
theve. The Secretary of War said he wy ane li 
immediately to make a pemeat Tt cays 
into the whole affair and t to send pers the i. 
that special purpose. He said he suppo edG é 
eral Sherman’s inform: ition, as he was not or 
spot, was like the information had from the pub. 
lic press of the country, or might be Rage 1 
same sources. How authoritative the informa. 
tion Is he could not state, but at any rate hy ce 
tended to make an imme diate inve stigatie and 
to ap point officers to thorou: vhiy Inveslizate a ' 
examine the whole affair. 
Mr. HOWARD. I do not wish to consuyy 
the time of the Senate in discussing the resoly- 
tion. Lam free to say, however, that n Ly 0 
in offering it is to ascertain the exact truth of th, 
case so far as it is practicable for us to do so: a i 
for that reason it is that L have thought it best tha: 
a portion of the committee on the conduct of the 
war should repair to the neighborhood for thy 
purpose of examining living witnesses who hay 
seen and who can testify to the exact facts of t 
case, in order that neither Congre: snort Conn. 
try may be misled or deceived as to thé ty 
ae for the further purpose of basing some act of 
legislation upon the report which shall come in, 
provided it shall turn out that the facts shall be as 
sad as seem to be represented, in order that our 
officers in the field may be compelled by act of 
Congress to resort to the usual remedy author- 
ized by the laws and usages of wat in such cases, 
If it be a fact that our soldiers fichting ou 
tles, wearing our uniform, and honestly ‘ 
dering themselves prisoners of war into the hands 


of the ene my, have been delibe rate ly and ¢ y 
butehered by that enemy after the surrender, i 
a disgrace to the nation not to avenge the wrong 
no matter what may be the color of the man who 
wears the Union uniform. It is impossible in 
my judgment for us to retain in our service black 
troops unless we not only promise but perform 
the duty of protection to them as much as to 
white troops. We shall find in the end, | appre- 
hend, that unless we protect these men the y will 
desert us and run away from the field of battle at 
the most critical moment of some Important en- 
gagement, and that this fault perhaps will be fol- 
lowed by the loss of a battle. And, sir, my 
mind it concerns the national honor that we should 
use the national strength and the national spirit 
to protect the 
tles: otherwise we cannot hold up out heads like 


soldiers who are fighting our bat- 


men in the presence of nations; we 
the scoff and the sneer of foreign Governmet 

Without this protection we know very well what 
vill be the fate of the. black troops whom we ca 
into our service. It has all along been th 
tice, we are informed, and we reason Lo sup- 
pose thatit will continue to be the practi f 

rebels whenever they make 
troops in our s+ rvice, to pul them to death incoid 
blood or 


shall beco 


pra 


have 
prisoners Of DI@CK 
and they doit 


facts, 


+] / 
IT think if ther 


to sell them into slavery; 
in such a manner 
is possible, from our authorities, ! 
ever the history of this W 
in which the attention of Congress oug 

given especially to this principle of protection vy 
means of retaliation, man for man, or two ter 
for one if it becomes necessary, this 1s the occa- 
sion, and I hope this resolution will pass. 

lL have no doubt that the Secretary ot f Wary 

be doing all in his power to ascertain the fact 
and that he will lay them before the country; 0 
that will n ot be quite as satisfactory, I confess, 
to my mind as would be the r port of the com- 
mittee whom we have already employed for such 
purposes, and who may go on the spot and | 
tain the original evidence of the fac ty not depend 
ing upen hearsay or rumor. l wi ) pro boeed 
cautiously , carefully, and surely it in thie matter. 


. Il the 
as to conceni the 


was an oceasion in 


‘ 
‘ 
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; * 
. ’ + . : 
cerned, I can assure the Sen- us so strongly, to send off some Senators to in- of men garrisoninge particular localities. Padu- 
| hie a . . ; ‘ ‘ “‘o ' ‘ y ' ‘ } ‘ . . 2 i ‘ . . . 
ciple in this case ts retaiiafion in quire into a matter which can be quite as well if cuh not long ago was almost laid in ruins; and it 
us torm In which it can be eXer- not better 1 quire gd into | y the competent au- iS Said, with what truth | kis ow not, that there 
i thority which controls it all, strikes me to be a || was within ne thirty or forty miles of Paducah 


\- Vt. FESSENDEN. I suppose there is no || very unwise and unjustifiable thing, and | hope |! a force, und 
” ere who disagrees with the honorable | the Senate will not adopt it. 

' fom Michigan in his opinions as ex- Mr. CONNESS. 
; ot 1 regard to the duty of this Govern- to those offered by 
he given case. Every man holds that I express the ver, L belive ve, of my own profession who faner d 

r wtrage has been perpetrated it should be || Senate will 


| not pass in its present form. When that he was fit to command a 
erly. Every man holds that what- the committee 


r the command of a brigadier gen- 
} eral, hi lent to have 
There isan additional reason || have placed it beyond 
he Senator from Maine why 


hope that the resolution before the 


reinforced the town and to 
' the reach of harm. The 
officer’s name | have forgotten; he was some mem- 


brigade, and who 
on the conduct of the war was || persuaded the Executive that he wr 


is competent 

diers we may have in our employ, they || about being formed at the beginning of this ses- || to do so, 
; protected all alike, in precisely the same || sion, it willbe remembered by Senators that there In reference to this particular inquiry, | should 
d : without the slightest distinction in the | were many objections to its and if we now, by || like to know, and Lt hink the country would like 
y rete the adoption of such a resolution as this, ignore to know, | think itis due to the country that it 
| . » PRE SIDING OFFICER. It becomesthe || the War Department, and over their heads at- |} should be made known, if it can be made known, 
ul v of the Chair to inte rrupt the Senator trom tempt to make an investigation by chargine this why ttwas thatthis comparatively sma!l varrison 
r \J , : Th unfinished business of yesterday || committee with that extraordinary business, it || was left at Fort Pillow, when it was known, I 
. mes up as the order of the day. will only contribute hereafter to prevent the or- |} suppose, there, as certainly as tt was known here, 
Mr CONNESS. I move its postponement || ganization-of a like committee, which for the dis- || that there was hanging in and around it a force 
- voorariy until this resolution 1s disposed of, charge of proper functions | think isa very useful || of some five or six thousand of the rebels, com- 
[ PRESIDING OFFiCER. That course and necessary one. I hope the resolution will be manded by a d ing leader, ¢ vho had him- 
ma ken, if there be noobjection. The Chair || amended in the manner suggested by the Senator || self led the attack on the town of Paducah? Why 


I'he Senator from Maine will pro- | from Maine 


. ; ,and | will move an amendment of || was it that that garrison was suffered to remain 

® that kind, that ** the joint committee on the con- || there without reinforcements? . 

\ir. PESSENDEN. There is no difference of | duct of the war be stricken out, and that the || Mr. President, the public heart feels just as ‘ 
n upon that subject, and it has been a mat- | Secretary of War be 


directed by the Senate to we fee : we feel indignant at this Vandalic out- 
is been mach mooted and talked of. I | cause an immediate investigation into the facts || rage which never could have been perpetrated, 1 
ve itis the dete rmination of the Government, |) and circumstances connected with this case, and || think, in this age of the ld 


world, even by canni- 
tl have > unde rstood from the War Depart- | report the same to this body or to Congress. I! bals, with more fi rocity than is stated to have at- 


watedly,thateverything that wasrumored || move that as an amendment to the But the Govern- 


6 regard to these matters had been the sub- Mr. HOWARD. IL have no objection to the ment ought to know, and those 
al of investigation by that Department to dis- latter part of the resolution being stricken out; 


resolution. tended this particular outrage. 


1 command 
that particular region ought to know, that they 





ere was sufficient evidence of the fact || that part, at least, which authorizes the sending || will be held to a responsibility if they by any 

mt ve it, and that the most vigorous and de- || of the committee themselves, ora portion of theit reasonable diligence could have prevented the oc- 

ve ined measures would be taken in all cases || number, to the place. I do not know that that || currence of such a disaster and failed to do it. 

ne ver anything of the kind was established. would be of any use; and I will consent cheer- || They should know that there is now in a part of 
te | juestion before the Senate, however, is || fully to striking out that part of the resolution; || the rebel soldiery with whom we 


are contending, 





’ tone with regard to what measures shall be |! but L think it is fairly a subject which comes be- || who have been frenzied into madness and become 

i in case the report is true, but what meas- || fore that committee. — } worse than savages, a disposition which has none 

’ be taken in order to ascertain the faet; Mr. FESSENDEN. The y have the power of the restraints of civilized warfare; and it is 

™ My objection is simply that I believe ||} now, without any resolution, to investigate the time, high time, since the United States, in my 

E War Department has power to investigate || case. judgement in the exercise of a power with which 

' better than a committee of Congre 8385 it The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ame nd- they are cle arly tive sted, have thought proper 

i ws better where to look forevidence. Theevi- || ment proposed by the Senator from California to enlist into their army Africans, that these rebel 

2a fitisto be had is to be had from those who |) will be reported. foes of ours should learn that upon the field of 

{those who were onthe spot. They The Secretary read the amendment, which was || battle, in the eye of justice, and in the opinion of 

: ler the control of the War Department; || to strike out of the resolution the words “joint || the United States, the life of a soldier under our 

, they are under the control of the Government committee on the conduct of the war be, and they flag is as dear as the life of any re bel, and that 
oe lly. Now, if the Secretary has expressed || are hereby, instructed,’’ and to insert ** the St c- || nothing will satisfy the honor of one and satisfy 
letermination to have an immediate and thor- retary of War be directed;’’ and also to strike the demands of the other, if the horrid alterna- 
-. rh investigation on the subject, it is in his |) out the following words: ‘and that for this pur- | tive should be left to us, but life for life. Tt will 
; “i wer to make it and communicate the result to |) pose they, or such of their number as they shall || never do; our reputation tells us that it will never 

i. Congress. If the Senator will change his reso- || depute, repair to the neighborhood;’’ so that the do; our duty, still hiwher in its demands than 
= I | direct it to the Secretary of War and || resolution will then read: mere reputation, tells us it will never do that we 
soa require him to make the most immediate and Resolved. That the Secretary of War be directed to in should suffer our soldiers to be treated with the 
| t igh examination to ascertain the facts, and quire into the truth of the rumored slaughter of the Union barbarity, the inhumanity, the savage barbarity 
r f inicate those facts to Congress, I shall have troops alter their surrender at the recent attack of the rebel with which it is said the y have been treated upon 
“ 5 ing to say arainst the resolution. forees upon Fort Pillow, Petnessee , and to report the tacts this occasion. 

- My objection is (because I have seen the evil pee BC vs oF ee But in addition to the information which we 
os of itand I believe it to be unnecessary ) to taking Mr. WADE. I think eh sa sapprehen- should have before acting on that eabject; and 
my » rs and Represe ntatives from their appro- re a -_— | . 7 i : ic committee On ot vhich J is the * ject of the honorable mem * 

; e sphere of duty here on this spot, where conduct of the war, under the resolution that who offered this resolation to obtain, | want to 
; r presence is needed for the legislation of the |; made them acommitiee. ‘That resolution author- || know, looking to the honor of our flag and to the 
an lalry, an d sending them off on expe ditions to ized them to take testimony, and to Zo wherever success of our cause, W hy itis that these disaste rs 
if lube testimony in re gard to matters which m: ly they pleased to take testimony. We have not have been occurring since the commencement of 
cn n subjects of leg rislation; an dit is more par- exercised that author ty except in one 1! tance What may’ be ealled the spring campaign. We 
we tly troublesome at the present time, in the || where we sent two of our committee to New have men enough, Heaven knows; we have ap- 
Senate especially, when by a rule of the Senate York to investigat e matters connected with the | propriated money without stint; that weall know; 
jae juilres a majority of the whole number of quart rmaster’s d partm nity be cause we could and yet, to oursurprise and mortification, and ns 
cul Seuators forall the States to make aquorum,and || net make the examination well in any other way. | I think toour dishonor, these occurrences are how 

oo And ourselves very freque ntly checked and I think we saved a great de lof money | y doing | of rather frequent occurrence ;and if it be true that 

ded in the necessary business of the Senate thatat that time, and thaeis the only time we there was any reason to appre hend an attack by 

k y the want of a quorum for some reason or |} have sent members away. anything like an overwh Iming force, either upon 
sald ryand that too when the country is complain- I suppose even i! these words are stricken Irom Paducah or upon Fort Pillow, and it ‘could have 

; s—| think unre asonably and under a misappre- this resolution, the committee, if they should sup- || been avoided by any reasonable diligence on the 
Sans son—of C ongress that it is remiss in its du- pose it was necessary to go to the spot tor the part of those in command, we should know it, 

S purpose of taking testimony, could go. i can and they should be held up before the country as 

a I’ specifications were called for it would be assure the Senate, however, th it no member OF || ins sme measure the authors of these sad calami- 
to make them, for I know that Congress || the committee would go there for any matter of | tes. 

V bY ievoted itself with as much assiduity as could || amusement, or because he preferred to go. We i would propose, therefore, to amend the res- 

va Xpected of it to the discharge of its duties. || Should certainly not go there unless it was from || olution, if the resolution is adopted in the terms 

“n ‘isditheult for those at a distance to understand || @ sense of duty, because we could not otherwist offered by the honorable member from Michigan, 

; ‘We have to do, and therefore they run into properly make the ae, terme l hope, how- | by proposing that the committee inquire whether 

will errors in regard to what we are doing || ever, the amend d resolution will ror for | am Fort Pillow could have been re inforced in time, 

e. Still, there is this sensitiveness in the || not anxious that the committee shall have this || and if it could be, why it was not reinforced, nd 

4 mind with regard to the great measures || business to do. who were to blame. 

fons, ‘ing before Congress; there is this sensitive- | Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, | concur with Mr. HOWARD. [have not the least ob) oe 
om- ‘si the public mind in regard to the state of |! the mover of the resolution that the subjectought |; to suc han ame ndment as that which is suggestet 
each »‘r2vances and the legislation necessary in order || to be inquired into, but his resolution does not go || by the honorable Senator from seend jragetnhl oie 
obe- itthem in a good condition or to kee *p the m as faras [ thinkitshould go. ‘This is not the first deed, | think upot consider ation Chat i er te 

vend- © Sest condition possible. Under such cir- || instance, by several, where we have met with a | be msert d; and I shall, therefore, be very much 

ceed tees, to thin our ranks at this period of || reverse that has filled us with grief an d with sur- | obliged to the Senator if he will puatit in proper 


t 


} uv ce As * clause i@ resolu 
ther. scasion, when the business is pressing upon \| prise, by the capture of comparatively small bodies language. As'to that clause of the re uti on 





panes 


o 


= lilt ie. 


a mT ak en PS WIS 9 : 


TE PET GOTT DIT NT I OE NL ORS EE BINS LRT AID ePIC? MP PRI TERN 


= 


wey 


hes OES ti 


) 
; 
; 
f 
' 





1664 


requiring the committee to repair to the neighbor- | 


hood, lam nottenacious about it, and will yield it. 
Mr. JOHNSON. 1 moveto strike that out. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is an 
amendment pending, proposed by the Senator 
from California. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, I am not 


' 


| 


furnished with sufficient facts to controvert some || 


opinions which have been ex presse d by the Sen- 
ator from Maryland; but I presume that his 
sources of information are much greater than 
mine, for I can hard y conceive that without some 
information a Senator who s peaks with such con- 
sideration as he does, would rise in his place in 


the Senate and before the country to cast censure | 


upon the general in command at Cairo, who I be- 
lieve was General Bray man, because he did not 
reinforces at Paducah. I think the 
Senator from M iyland stated the distance to be 
about forty My recollection of the dis- 
I think itis much greater than 


the garrison 
mies. 
tance is different. 
forty miles, 

Mr. POWELL. 
is at Paducah, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
Pillow. That is a different place entirely, on the 
Mississippi river and in the State of Tennessee. 
I am speaking of Paducah in the State of Ken- 


Ido not think Fort Pillow 
|| and aboveall I thought it hasty and inconsiderate | 
I am not talking of Fort 


tucky, which the Senator from Maryland spoke 


of as some forty miles from Cairo. Such 
my recolle 
further. 
The Senator from Maryland more than inti- 
mates that General Brayman, whom he did not 
name, but who, I belis ve, is the officer in com- 
mand at Cairo, is to blame. It is true he was 
once an attorney; but I do not know that that Is 
anything to his diseredit, or that it disqualifies 
him from being a general. Iam not here to de- 
fend General Brayman, 
his duty, but it is the first time I have heard it 
intimated from any quarter that General Bray- 
man had the least knowledge of the attack upoa 
Paducah until was made. ‘The forces 
which attacked Paducah came up from the south, 
through ‘Tennessee, and attacked Paducah from 
another direction, ‘They did not pass Cairo or 
pear Cairo. 


is not 
ction of the distance. 


ilter it 


garrison at Paducah. lam not aware that the 


Jeast intelligence of the approach of Forrest was |} 


communicated or could have been communi- 
cated to General Brayman at Cairo, or that ‘he 
had any jurisdiction over the States of ‘Tennessee 
or Kentucky through which Forrest passed. 1 
am not aware that he was guilty of any neglect 
in not knowing that Forrest was approaching 
Paducah. Ido not understand that that region 
of country was within his command. 

I have feltcalled upon to say this much in jus- 


tice to an officer in command at Cairo who may, 


for aughtl know, (but I have seen no evidence of 


it and never have heard the intimation before,) 
nave been derelict in not sending forces to Pa- 
ducah when he had no knowledge that an attack 
was to be made upon it, and lam yet to learn 
that he had any considerable force to send there. 

A few days ago,as | understand, Columbus 
was threatened with an attack, and Il saw by the 
new only information I have on that 
subject, that reinforcements were sent from Cairo 
to Columbus, some twenty miles distant; and 
about the time that the forces at Columbus were 
summoned to surrender, itso happened that some 
veteran regiments were returning from the South, 
and reached Columbus and landed, and that pre- 
vented, as | und rstand, the attack upon Co- 
lumbus, and | presume the forces then threaten- 
ing that point went and made an attack upon Fort 
Pillow, and succeeded in capturing the garrison 
there. I regret as much as any one that the gar- 
rison at Fort Pillow was forced to surrender. I 
regret the capture and the slaughter; but Lam not 
disposed, without a better knowledge of the facts 


spapers, the 


than I possess, to cast censure or to imply cen- 
sure upon anybody. A raid of this kind may 
occur; it is Notan event which isto have any con- 
siderable bearing upon the result of the war, 

Mr. GRIMES. 1 think it ts. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I[thinkitisnot. I think 
the capture ofa regiment ofmen will have very iit- 
tle influence on the result. 

Mr.GRIMES. 
they are captured! 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 


But the slaughter of men after 


The slaughter of a few 


I think it ismuch 


Ile may not have done | 


The attack was unexpected by the | 


men, when we have half a million of men in the 
field, is not calculated to produce any great result 
one way or the other. It may change the mode 
of our carr ying on the war. 

Mr. GRIMES. Exactly. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It may lead to retaliation. 


I have from the beginning been one of those who | 


were in favor of prosecuting this war in earnest. 
I have never believed that we could carry on war 
peacefully, or that war meant fighting in peace. I 
supposed that it meant desolation, destruction, 
and death; and that the more terrible we made 
this war to the enemies of the country the sooner 
it would be over, and in the end probably it would 
be a me rcy to the rebels themselves to prosecute 
it with vigor against them. 

I have no objection to this resolution; and L only 
rose to say what I have said because | thought it 
was wrong upon this sudden information, upon 


been put to death. | desire to make this st 
|| because the reported facts as we have | 


these reports that have reached us within the last || 


twenty-four hours, which may be exaggerated, 
which may be highly colored, to pass any opin- 
ions as to what ought to be done in the future; 


to cast censure on our commanding officers any- | 
where until we were more fully advised as to the | 


] am for the resolution; I want the in- 
formation; but before we get it and in advance I 
am for condemning nobody. 

Mr. GRIMES. If I understand the proposi- 
tion now before the Senate, it is this: the Senator 
from Michigan has modified his resolution so as 
to allow the committee on the conduct of the war 
to obtain the information that-is desired in such 
manner and such time as they see fit. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The imme- 
diate question is on the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from California. 

Mr.GRIMES. I shall vote against the amend- 
ment of the Senator from California. I think this 
is as grave a question as can possibly be brought 
before the Senate, and one that may entirely 
change the character of this war; and I think, 


facts. 


therefore, that it would be well for the Senate to | 


instruct some one of its organs, some one of its | 


committees—I do not care what that committee 


may be—to thoroughly investigate this whole | 


subject; and 1 would be willing at the same time 
to instruct the Secretary of War to do the same 
thing. Indeed, I understand that he proposes to 
do it without any instruction; he has already 
taken the Steps to do it. That, howevi ry does 
not dispense with the propriety, and I think the 
necessity, of the Senate of the United States 
taking some action through the agents they may 
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now made be ascertained to be true. wha: 

Congress do about it? aa tee 
Mr. HOWARD. If the Senator wil] 

I will state that I remarked when I wen ae 

that if we shall obtain a verification of the a 

alluded to in the resolution, 1 she Og 

duty to presenta bill for the | 


all deem jt my 
; a surpose of ensa 
ment into a law, requiring the 


Commander. 
; he Unit dS: 
to retaliate upon the enemy in the mos 


t Vigor 


|} mode practicable, ” 
Mr. CONNESS. I may as well say algo | 
I take my seat that the massacre hag be, oe 
discriminate one so far as the information . 
have received illustrates it. se 


' It IS not conf 
negroes wearing the uniform of the United Si 
but white and black alike are reported to ho. 


Mt 


alement 


: hem now 
bear it out. It was not confined to nevros 


, , 3 al 
I certainly have no objection to the 


ODLainmes 


| of this information, but I believe that the W.. 


| the consequences. 


| state the pending question. 


| ference of opinion about it, 


Department nevertheless is the legitimat, channe 

and that that Department, governed and contre ; 
by the Commander-in-Chief, namely, the Pros, 
dent, should direct at once, and it belones io) a 
to direct, the execution of such me . 


asures as 


necessary to put a stop to this. F 
Mr. HOWARD. Suppose the Pri sident of 
the United States refuses or neglects this duty of 
retaliation, what would the Senator do then? 
Mr. CONNESS. I think I would tak 
and send him to another fort that would yery 


likely be taken by the enemy, and let him tak 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair w; 
The Senator fror 
California withdraws his amendment, and th 
question now is on the passage of the reso 
as it was originally introduced. It is com 
now for the Senator from Michigan to modify 
resolution if he desires to do so. ; 

Mr. HOWARD. I agree to the sugges 
amendment, to strike out the special instru 
to the committee to repair to the neighbor! 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The resoly 
will be so modified. 

Mr. WILSON. Then I take it there is no dif 
We are a Salisi 


to pass the resolution in that form. The & 


ily 


|, tary of War certainly needs no prompting i 


appoint—some of the organs of this body—to | 


ferret the whole transaction to the bottom, where- 
by we shall get intelligent information, not only 
through the War Department but through our 
own committee. 1 think, therefore, that 
Senate ought to vote down the propositioi of the 
Senator from California, and then adopt the reso- 
lution as it has modified by the Senator 
from Michigan. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


will state the question, lest there be misapprehen- 


been 


s10n. 
ifornia not only proposes to substitute the ** Sec- 
retary of War’’ for the ** committee on the con- 
duct of the war,’’ but also proposes to modify 
the subsequent part of the resolution in regard to 
sending a person to the vicinity. ‘The Senator 
from Michigan proposes to accept the latter 
amendment, but itis not in his power to do so, 
an amendment having been moved and being 
pending to the resolution. 

Mr. CONNESS. For the purpose of simpli- 
fying this matter, | withdraw at present my 
amendment. It isevident that if the Senate de- 
sires to instruct the committee on the conduct of the 
war to make this investigation, the amendment 
which I have proposed will not be adopted, and 


The Chair | 


matter, and the committee can act for the S 
I wish simply to say, however, that the 
tion made by the Senator from Maryland : 
gard to inquiring into the management 
military department might well be incor 
into the resolution,and this committee mig! 
quire into it, and probably have thi power t 
so now. I understand that General Sherma: 
ports to the War Department that he ordered ( 


place to be evacuated, and is surprised thatity 


not, and there is a responsibility somewhere | 


| it was notevacuated. I willsay a word further, as 


The amendment of the Senator from Cal- | 


this matier is up and excites our feelings a 
terests the country. Itissaid that white m 
been butchered as well as black men; but | 
the evidence goes to show that they wer 


| ered because they were with the black men. That 
| was probably the exciting cause of it. 


Mr. CONNESS. That is an infer only 
Mr. WILSON. While we are righting 

matter, while this is before the coun ry, i! 

it will impress upon Congress, and esp 


| upon the other branch, the propriety of passing 


as it complicates the question at present | with- || 


draw it. But while l am up, | desire to ask the 
Senator who presented this resolution and the 
Senator from lowa, what they propose todo? | 
desire to say in advance that | am notagainst ac- 
quiring what information we can on this subject, 
but Lask what will they propose that Congress 
shall do in case the fact shall be ascertained to be 
as it has been stated: 

Mr. GRIMES. That depends on the inform- 
ation, 


Mr. CONNESS 


a bill that passed this branch six weeks ag 
justice to the colored troops of the country 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The resow 
tion, as modified, will be read. 
The Secretary read, as follows: 
Resolved, That the joint committee on the cond 
war be, and they are hereby, instructed to in 
truth of the rumored slaugiiter of the Union t 
their surrender at the recent attack of the rebel! anit 
Fort Pillow, Tennessee, and that they report tie lace 
Congress as s00n as possibie. 
Mr. JOHNSON I understood the amendm 
which I offered to be accepted by the hon 
member from Michigan. 
Mr. HOWARD. I suggested that the h 
able member should draw his amendment, ! 
should have no objection to it. 


Mr. JOHNSON. I propose to am nd by hal 


° 1 Dllaw oe i ave 
ing “and also whether Fort Pillow could 4 


2 > alll nd il 
been sufficieutly reinforced or evacuated, ale 
Admit that the statements || so, why it was not done.” 
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Miata M HOW ARD. ; I at ce pt the am< ndment. Treasury , under regulations prescribe d by him, The next amendment was to strike out the fal- 
PRESIDING OFFICER, Phe question |) shall order or direct. lowing provisos at the end of section five: 
? s he adopuon of the resolution as modified. | The Committee on the Judiciary proposed to Provid®, however. That it ind may be competent 
f The rest ution was agreed wo, amend the bill by striking out the second section, for the Secretary of the Treasury, Lhe is hereby author 
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{ ie establishment of certain arsenals; and | der orders issued by the President, on such terms as he shall ind regula is, and after exhibiting such proof of his right 
A H. R. No. 228) confirming the title of | a lt classes of meritorious persons who shall have as the Secretary of the Treasury ill presenmb 
ify huis Joseph Ford to certain lands in Rice county, in no hall aie oe ng he p rebellion, The amendment was acrecd ti 
. . - »>shall resic i e Sta \ r veh t or nar 
State of Minnesota Medak fprtecephrrebninreay Pag ye E The seventh section h boar tax 
L . and are situate, and prior to the sale there by the] er i vel ( » rec eseach board of tax 
Bes TAX SALES IN INSURRECTIONARY DISTRICTS } — = ae lal ssionu shail have ¢ af read upo and commissioner { fi >in Department of the 
, —s - “- 1) cultivated apart of the same, as he, the said Pre lent, sha Trea iryvatran 1 tof its proces nes fro 
i ) ws ae ss : ; iS ans of ils proceea 8 m time 
T PRESIDING OFFICER. The special direct, such preéinpti rights to be granted by certificate eres : ' 
1 } | to be issued by the said board of tax commissioi to time a proceedings ‘ ur,and dupii 
rof the day will now be taken up. —_— as ra cates of all orders, resolutions, documenta, and 
af * ’ - . > , “nt wy au ne ’ . a9 =) 
Mt. HARRIS. The Senator from Ohio con- | Phe amenument was ag 1 to papers dratts, plat ind maps of surveys made 
that the enecis oY P i} TT} S th ear | t : ' ra’ a . 
! i 8 “yi3 the special order of the day may be The fourth section provide 3 that after the time or issued by them, and as often and under such 
sfied ssed over informally for the present, that Sen- ollowed for the redemption of any lands or tene- || regulations as the Seeretary of the Treasury shall 


a a No. 171 may be considered, | ments which have been or shall be sold by a board be: | 


Th . , - | J presceri and copies of any of such orders, reso 
sin that The PRESIDING OFFICER. That course || of tax commissioners shal! have elapsed, and after || lutions, documents, papers, or proceedings, duly 
Wl taken, if there be no objection. || the purchase money shall have been fully paid, || certified to be full cell: etmateneh: Gita 8, antes the 

t ‘i The Senat , AS In Committee of the Whole, the President is to cause a patentor p iter to be hand of the Seeretary or of the officer having cusa- 
tye proceeded to consider the bill (S. No. 171) further issued to any such person as may be the bona fide tody of the transcripts and duplicates, under the 
toamend an act entitled ** An act for the collec- purchaser, owner, assignee, or tl sferree of sucl seal of the Treasury, shall be evidence with the 

{ f direct taxes in the insurrectionary districts || lands or tenements under an 1 by virtue of any {| same effect as the origi 
within the Unite d States, and for other purposes,”’ || certificates of sale, or under and by virtue ofany The eighth sectio D1 rvides the expenses caused 
. ved June 7, 1862, which had been reported | assignment or transfer of such certificate, with a by or incident to the proceedings of any board of 
from th Committee on the Judiciary, with amend- proviso that in case of an assignmeiit ¢ ransfel tax commissioners shall be paid by the commus- 
dt ments, | - | of a certificate of sale, the person applying for sioners outof the proceeds of the sales which have 
t was T} first seclion ofthe bill provides thatin any such pate nt shall ive Satistact ry pr of to the been or shall be made by them of any lands or 
case IN whik ha sale of lands or tenements has |} Commissioner of the General Land Office of the tenements: but the bills of such expenses are to be 
her, as eeu or shall be made by a board of tax commis- || preceding transfers or assignments; and thatown- || first submitted to and approved by the Se retary 

and in at i appointed pursuant to the act of June 7, || ers or holders of certificates of preemption issued || of the Treasury. 

, iSo-, and a certificate ofsale issued by the board to || by any board of tax umissioners shall be enti- Under the ninth section in any case in which 
| chink the purchaser or purchasers, it shall and may be || tled to patents on the same terms and inthe same || lands shall be redeemed after sale made by the 
wf for the tax commissioners to Issue, in such | way as the owners or holders of certificates of || board of commissioners, by the owner complying 
Tha mas the Secretary of the Treasury shall pre- || sale. with all the provisions of law relating to redemp- 


»awrit, directed to the marshal of the dis- [he committee proposed to amend the section tion necessary to be comp 


i with on his part, 


only ee in which the lands or tenements are situ- || by striking out the following proviso: the baard is to certify to the Secretary of the Trear- 
a ated, comm nding him to put the purchaser or Provided. That in case of an assignment or transfer of a || ury the fact that such lands have been redeemed, 
| purcha ers forthwith into possession, and tomake || certificate of sale, the per applying for such patentshall || the amount of the purehase money paid by the 
ura of his proceedings under the writ within || Freee ctr in orcceding tranetere or assignin General |) yurchaser, and when the purchase money was 

g Pram days to the commissioners, who shall keep yM Ae ie aaa dda tnt paid, together with such other civcumstances as 

win air ata, Pea cliyeenly comment — ee ee } , c 1. " a ome oll the Secretary by general regulation or special s0- 

thy sete ee oy failure on the part of | oie Rents a a We nde: ccessity for || structions shall require, and the Seeretary,on being 

eee and pluries eritl rae the cohen ore were eee | known persons in any State of the Union to ob- meen that the lands'have heen Guly redeemed, 
aE LES 998 1€ circumstances may to : pe ihe hie 17 ' rs " 1 , shall repay, by draft drawn on the Treasurer of 

— seem to require. In case the marshal of || tain a pate , Aapl nds acquired under a tax sale. the United States, the purchaser the principal and 

district shall be unable, either by himself or Mr. HARRIS. Iw state Lo the Senator from interest of the purchase money: . 


Nie ata eee ok ae. 6 : serile nd the purchaser 
J puty, to execute the writ, or In case there Ventuc KY that this amenanmrent iS to BLrike OU shall forthwnrh deliver Hosses 1 to the ownerso 


Shall be dita ec ~ : 
| be no marshal of the United States within 


at the time of the issuing of the writ, 
aie ae xecuted and returned by any fit per- 
tx commie ally appointed by the board of 
ened eae ati for the purpose, which ap- 
a at shall be in writing, and indorsed on 
seu out where the lands or tenements 80 
pall, at the time of such sale, be occupied 
hire ae authorities for hospital or 
mameedel - Ss a issuing of the writ shall be 
slidbae dor pote such “one nek and the pur- 
thall be purchasers of such lands or tenements 
© entitled to and receive such rent or com- 
their use as the Secretary of the 


the district 
iimay be 


Pensation for 


105 


| and 


| law to be performed by such board, and no proces 


that clause. 
Mr. POWELL. 1 beg pardon. 


The amendment was agi ed to. 


The next amendment was in line six, of sec- 
tion five, to strike out ** member of the board,”’ 
insert **of said commission¢é 1 sO as to 


make the section read: 


Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That a majority of a 
board of tax commissioners shall have full authority .to 
transact all business and tr periorm ali duties required by 
dings ot 
any board of tax commissioners shall be void or invalid in 
consequence of the absence of any one of said commis 
sioners. 


The amendment was agreed to 


redeeming; but no owner 1s to be entitled to re- 
deem unless, in addition to the oath preseribed by 
existing laws, he hat he has nottaken 


part with the insurgents in this present rebellion, 


shall Sweat 


or in any way given them aid or comfort, and shall 
satisfy the board of commissioners that this oath 
is true; and a tenant, at sufferance or at will, is mot 
to be allowed to redeem, vor is a tenant for yeara 


to ve allowed to redeem ullless he shai satisty the 
in addition to the other 
requirements of the law, that the owner of the re- 
versionary estate has been loyai and not in any 
manner engaged in this rebellion, nor in giving 


aid or comfort to the rebels 


board of commissioners, 
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rEN LYCK j rye tyrthee crt the Yot onl is this prevision anomalows but tis And here, Mr. Preside; t, 1 
hole of the first section of the Lill winch aathor- | in conflict with the principles setiled in all the place, that although it is tru 
Test OMmMMISsSsiof£ swhon f { ! to Sinte ft UJ ym. and tt opens a wide door for of our issue of pape r(and! sneak , 
ssue a Warrautto putth urchaser Ss ’ { id i corruption. Let the commissioners ticularly of the legal-tender « ' 
: l make the motio vuse | belies it nake tl ‘ let them give their tax-deeds; |) contr: ry to My Opinion In relatie : 
: an anor mus one, withor ‘ ’ ! . but if other rties are in possession of the prop- tutional power, I have no des yma 
: thorizes the commissioners who under the act we || erty and refuse to relinquish the possession, let words about that at all—not that | \ 
; assed two years ago make sale of these lands | them appeal to the courts and there test the |} my opinion on that subject, but, a 
; r taker, to issue their warrant to put the pur- streng of tl spective titles. That is the taken place, after the amount of 
chaser of such lands into immediate pofse ) only proper course of proceeding in such cases. || been made, considering the present « 
i The same persons who make fthe landsare | | hope t section will be stricken out. the country, and this bx ae our en sy 
: lu issue a writ of possession to put the purchaser Mr SHE RMAN. If this bill is likely to give || medium, I do not desire to disturbit, Nor, 
: immediately in possession. Ido not know how rise to much discussion, | shall feel 1t my duty to l say a werd at any time which, even = : they W 
tis in all the States of the Union, but in some of move to postpone it and take up the unfinished by anybody (and ldo not know that it my a 
them, and especially in my own, where a sale of |) business of yesterday. could by possibility haveanyeffectinany , : 
: lands is made under a tax-warrant the purchaser Mr. POWELL. Jam perfectly willing that it || to embarrass the circulation of the py ae saan 7, wl 
: icauires t title, lif there is no person in pos- shall go over. Ing issuc. But nevertheless, When aa ee " 
: seesion to terfere with him, he enters into pos- Mr. HH ARRIS. Let the vote be taken. If || arisesas to ourconstitutional powe; . 
: seeeion atonceand hasthe benefitof his purchase; |! tyre j ny further debate I will yield it. ltake it every man must be his own j 2 
; waif athird party is upon the land claiming a Mr. POWE LL. The re will be further de- || whatis his duty afd what is the exterit o: . 
: right or tide to it, that matter has to be investi- | pate. power as a member of this body. [f |), great m 
: gated and adjudicated and decided upon; and ut Mr. SHIERMAN. The Senator from Ken- || with the great majority of the body ¢ ; 
E seems tome proper and right that such should be tuck y ingorms us that there will be further debate | be very little occasion to talk about j : 
the case. So here there may be a party in pos- |! on the DM, and therefore I move to postpone it, should happen to differ, I think it is no, 
; session of the lands thus sold; there may be upon Mr. TRUMBULL. Let us vote on thisamend- || of censure or ill-feeling at all, certainly 
these very lands thus disposed of by these tax ment, | with me. Let other gentlemen, the tmaiorsy 
commissioners third parties claiming right and Mr. SHERMAN. I have no objection to al- this case, entertain a different opinion iy , 
title to the Jands; and yet, by the provision of | Jowing the vote to be taken if there is to.be no || to the construction of the Constitution—{ thin, 
this firateection, if these commissioners make sale further debate. } they are as responsible to their own cons . 
of the lands, they are authorized and armed with The PRESIDING OFFICER put the question ll as | am to mine; but I think it ill becomes , 
the power to issue their precept and the purchaser | on theamendmentof Mr. Ten Eyck, and declared |! party, ifthey differin opinion about it, tosetdoy 
i to be putin possession without any adjudica- that the aves appeared to have it. that difference of opinion to some bad mo 
tion or hearing whatever wr FARRIS. 1 ask for a divinion. some bad design. It was insinuated, | yay “ 
It may be that under the peculiar circumstances Mr: SUERMAN. Pending that question will | intimated, yesterday thatanybody who at Poe 
‘ ot the case some difficulty might arise in finding |! jp be jn o&der to move to post paye the bill? in any way to embarrass this measure was = 
a court to which to appeal for the purpose of hav- The PRESIDING OFFICER. Undoubtedly. | leaguing with the enemies of the country. | i : 
mg the adjudication; and perhaps that 1s (he rea- Mr. SHERMAN. Then I move that this bill |, made my ve marks in congequence Of that asser. sae 
son why this section has been incorporated into be postponed, and that the Senate proceed to the tion or intimation. 
: linothe shape in which itis and anomalous conside ration of the order of the day. | Now, Mr. Pre sident, I propose to say fey 18 ‘i 
ww itis; but it seems to me that although it 1s The motion was agreed to. , || words in relation to the operation of this : 
highly desirable to put the purchaser in posses- 1 seo ore || it should be passed. In the first e ice, | will say 
sion, cases may arise where the rights of third SPECULATION IN GOLD. that I think the only reliance whi the Goy , , 
mrties might be very seriously interfered with The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, |) ment can have to meet its pecuniary fiabilities 10 Kes 
and impaired by doing so. That is the reason || resumed the consideration of the bill (S. No. 106) | iad in two sources of income, and but ty sata 
why I move to strike out the section. prohil Jani J oem transactions in gold,silver, ;| one is taxation, and the other loans. Thy ee 
Mr HARRIS. Mr. President, the provisions | or foreign exchange, and for other purposes, no other legitimate sources whatever. A a 
of this bill are asked for by the Commissioner of “The p RES SIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Crark.) |! other devices and expedients that are res . 
Internal Revenue for the purpose of perfecting the || The pending question ison the amendmentof the | under the suy pposition that th y maya ss 
bill already 4 vee for the collection of direct || Senator from Vermont, (Mr. Cotiamer,]tostrike || are nothing “aii a repetition of the tous c- 
taxes in Jusurrecitionary districts. ‘This section || out the words * or of any foreign exchange,’’ in periments which the world has tried o1 
provides that when a sale of lands or taxes in | theeighth line of the firstsection of theamendment || ject of currency, which always have fa 
those districts shall have been made, the com- |; reported from the Committee on Finance; and || always will. We may talk as much as wi 
migsioners may issue process for the purpose of | upon that question the Senator from Vermont is || about having at present in this country ont 
putting the purchaserin poesession, ‘This isthe || entitled to the floor. renecy of which gold is no standard of | a 
object and the only object of this section of the Mr. COLLAMER., _ Iam not particularly te- || Say what we willand do what we will, it cee 
ball ic os deemed wise and indeed necessary nacious about thatamendment, My colnseicn mas impossible to avoid its being the standard of meas- 
thet this provision should be made. ‘There are |) be made justas well in relation to the bill at large. ure, because it is the standard of the wi 
no courts in that section of the country where this || From what I suggested last evening, and from || less we do one thing, and thatis, pla Ws ; 
lawis applieable, and it is necessary to invest the || what then was on my mind, | thought I should |) outside of that world. If we h rid n ar 
comminsioners with this power, or the purchaser || take somewhat of a range in my remarks, more || and social intercourse wish mankind at large, s on 
will not have the effect of his purchase. of a latitude than | now intend to do, | recognize gold as the stand: rd of value, | pr 
Mr. POWELL. Mr. President, I concur with Mr. President, this bill comes before us based long” vill it be the standard of value here. | — 
the honorable Senator trom New Jersey that this || upon a letter “Se the Secretary of the Treasury, | not be otherwise. | regard this billasana : ¢ 
secuon should be ricken out. The whole effect vhich has been read here at the de sk, in Which or device of that kind, well intended, all honest eee 
of the sectic nh, as has been stated by ithe honor- he proposes two certain re medies for our finan- enough; but the history of the world is replete T 
able Senator from New York, is to authorize the | cial difficulties. I nenpreioet them to be a com- |, with similar experiments, all of which hay sai 
commissioners who sell this property on behalf || plement of each othe y his letter, that the two |! universal failures. e 
of the Goverument for axes to issue a writ of || together constitute a eee One isa certain bill This bill treats gold as an article of commerct “of 
habere facias — deliver possession, I do net |} which he says in his letter he sent to the Finance merely. It provides against the buying me, fi 
think 1 has been the custom tn this or any other || Committee, and which I take to be and will treat || an article of commerce. It proposes to reg T vo 
country to ales the officer who makes sale of || to be the same bill which the Finance Committee |) it, or to forbid the selling of it in a certain m Ist da 
property for taxes or for any other delinquency || sent over to the House, because they could not || ner as an article of commerce, an article of pu pound 
40 sasue his writ to a marshal and have the party || entertain it, 1 being a bill to raise re venue—— chase and sale to be paid for with our currency. made a 
that may peaceably be in actual possession ousted Mr. Stl ERMAN. Both bills were sent toeach || The currence y is the p ay ment, and the gold is thos ac 
Why,sw,do you pass this section? Do you not | House. article. The bill is framed on that idea. 1 not do 
aee at once that by its passage the doors are open Mr. COLLAMER. The letter of the Seere- || idea may be practically true; butit is, after 0, ence of 
to fraud and collusion between the commissiun- || tary seems to speak of it as a bill sent to the expe rience has proved, a failure, an d is unavoid actual y 
ers and speculators? The property sold may not | Finance Commitee, but [ take it to be the same || ablya failure. Nobody is to blame fort . pay. | 
be really ible to sale for taxes; an honest bona | one which has been presented in the House of || cannot be avoided. Devices of this kind ca should 
Jide holier of the de, a loyal citizen, may be in |) Representatives, which bill, as presented in the |; avoid it. Iam unable myself to - rceive how that bal 
possession; and yet, through the instramentality || House, in its outline is this, thatthe banks char- |) is possible that this measure could | odu € aly und the 
perhaps of these tax commussionersand outsiders | tered under the States shall be subject to a tax of || essential effect. I may be obtuse in my vale 
who connive with them, they may sell the prop- | one fourth of one percent. a month on all their || tions about it. I may not have the mate! tract w 
erty as if it were liable to taxes; and these com- | circulation for one year, and at the end of that || forming an opinion,even if I was compet! have he 
missioners will have the right, if the bill shail |) year they shall cease to have any right to issue || form one, on the subject; but [ am not dispos or even 
ass with this section in it, to issue a wru of | forcireulation atall, 'Thatis the way I have read || to make an issue with the Secretary of the Press contrac 
bere facias and have this honest man turned || that bill, ‘That is the way I understand it. The || ury about that. His opinion may be better! Mr, | 
out. Whenever the Government, either State or ther, which is a complement to that, is the bill || mine; but I cannot see how this bid) will produ definiti 
- national, sells property for taxes, it should give || now before us to prohibit trading and traffick- any beneficial results. : great dk 
} the purchaser his tax-deed, and if there are other , ing, or gambling, if you please, in gold. With The truth is, the proposition goes upon a¥! g ent Stai 
fh parues who have other interests, who wish to | these two bills, if a proper bill of taxation is | theory Th) another respect. It assumes [iat er 
: vewist that tax-title, allow those parties lo appeal |, passed in eidnien” he seems to think that the |) people gamble, if you please , in gold, a a y* Ciple ig, 
f tu the cpurts to settle the contending and conflict- || finances will float well, Lhope they will. Certain |) doing create fluctuations in its B. price. That wl made d 
p tug titles. Thatistheonly proper way to reachit. || itis that our condition require 8 il, i entire perversion of the factand truth, Gos & sulye 
& 











in price high and low because they 
hat they gamble in it because it flue- 
cannot help it. Can any man 
amblers would agree to stake money 
enev whicti they knew to be within 
feither one of them? 


is per fect nonsense. 


lt seems tome 
If these 
dealing, trading, and trafficking, 
wit you : : i 
{raise itup or pull it down, that it was 
i fe i 
y within their control, do you suppose 
oyid ventare their money upon it?) Not 
tis the subject-maiter of gambling be- 
+ js in itself beyond their control, fluctua- 


ys—tluctuating in price as compared 
urrency, Which currency itself fluctu- 
nroportion to the volume of it and in pro- 
nto the prospect of national success. A 
many other elements may enter it which it 
ppecessary now to mention. But the fluc- 
in is notin the gold; the fluctuation is in the 
y. and it is a fluctuation utterly beyond 
lof individuals. ‘This gold ring, if you 
—| do not know what the name of it is— 
fvamblers in New York meeting in their 
wy way cannot control the relative price of gold 
. ney. The idea is thrown out that by 
» them in their gambling you will stop the 
jtion. Itseems to me perfectly obvious that 

ing is entirely the other way. 
wyested to me, and perhaps it may be 
we not looked into that—thatthe amount 
ictuation may be magnified or reduced by 
efforts of the people engaged in this trade. 
Now, 1 can merely say thatif that is true, it is 
of any other material article of trade 


siderat 


Mr. C WAN. It can be put down as well 


Mr, COLLAMER,. The inducement may be 
veep it up or down, and when two men make 
such a risk, one has just as much inducement to 
reduce as the other has to elevate it; and if their 
alike and their influence alike, they 
W valance each other. 
Now, take the article of flour. Will not flour 
e in its price as compared with currency, 
tcurrency itself is affected by the different 
is which | have mentioned? Of course it 
If lmakea contract, in writing, if you please, 
emove it from all questions about the old 
sintute of frauds and perjuries, with my brother 
Fessenpen that if he will deliver to mea thou- 
said barrels of flour on the Ist day of July next 
will pay him $7,000 in currency therefor, what 
sthateontract? Is there anything unlawful in 
Certainly not. Have I not then a direct in- 
ducement to use my best efforts to make that 
veency as low as Lean by next July when | 
that money to pay? Have IL not precisely 
same inducementasif | had made thatarrange- 
ment for the delivery of gold? If there is any 
Jerenee, | should like to have it pointed out. 
hi sume may be said of every essential and 
erial article of trade. It is a very common 
‘hig in the vieinity of where I live, in anticipa- 
of the clip of wool, as we call it, shearing 
ie, for a man to go to a wool-grower and say, 
_'t you will deliver me your clip of wool on the 
Ist day of July next I will pay you one dollara 
pound in currency for it;’? sind the writing is 
made accordingly. Now, clearly, if the man who 
‘ius agreed in writing to deliver the wool should 


efforts are 


m 


' of price at the time of delivery between the 
‘a price in the market and what he was to 
ars. Af the question should arise, and the man 
Siould not deliver the wool, he would recover 
‘Oalance. If it falls, and he does deliver it, 


1 
t 


and the 


we 


vvanee. Now, there is nothing in that con- 
ce — ‘h T have mentioned about wool that | 
“ave heard suggested as being an unlawful one, 
“reven a gambling one; and if it were a gambling 
oo would be unlawful. 
4 re Pr sident, | am well aware that the precise 
tition of gambling contracts has fluctuated a 
ervat deal at different times in the world. Differ- 
tates have not always holden precisely the 
we rule in relation to them. The general prin- 


a 





please, in gold, knew that each of 


yhich operation depends upon a variety of 


rues ik 
o it, the other man would. recover the differ- 


man will not pay for it, he could recover | 
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terest except what they mak 


by ther bargain, 
that is agambling cor 


ractand it rs unlawful 


holden. 


1 
but 
the courts have not 


I say 


nmwayvs so Suppe se 


to the Senator from Pennsylvama, {Mr. 


Cowan], ** [low much will you insure mea quar- 


ter of such a sl pon a voyage to Liverpool for?” 
supposing the quarter to be worth $10,000. Lie 


says to me, ** Do you own 
** No, I do not own 
thatto you? If 


any quarter there ?”’ 
AM ylhing there; but what is 
Ll pay you a premium thatisa 
reasonable one, and such as you are willing to re- 
ceive, and you insure for m 
terest, what is that to you?’? Suppose he enters 
into that contract. That is a gambling contract. 
I had no interest in the ship. If I had made the 
insurance on a fictitious ship, it would have been 
worse yet. Neither of us have any interest in 
either of these, except what is made by the con- 
tract. 





, Interest or no in- 


That makes the contract itself a wager. 
Now,in this case, if a man should make an 
agreement with another to take a quantity of gold 
ata certain rate of price ata future day, when he 
had no gold, it would be a wagering contract; 
and under the general principles of Jaw, as I un- 
derstand them, a court would so hold, if they 
should go there; but the difficulty is that they 
never do go there. ( 
the courts. You never hear of a ecaserin the 
courts from them, and there never will be. If a 
man does not live up to his agreecinents in their 
circle, he is read out of the board; he is expelled; 
as the common term is, he ts black-balled; he is 
putin coventry. ‘They never resort tolaw about 
it. IL believe the y are so utterly lawless that | 
have no idea that if we make any laW about it 
the courts will 
the other. 


These folks never resort to 


ever be appre nied to one way or 
ltis a matter which they always set- 
Ue in their own way; and hence | believe this bill 
will be entire ly 1noperative. 

] did not mean to occupy even so much time as | 
have upon the question of whether this bill would 
be good for anything. My opinion is thatitis one 
of those devices which, when pressed, men will 
resort to to get along in troubles which, in their 
nature, they are incapable of affecting, and the 
experience of the world shows it. -But for the 
remarks that were made yesterday I should not 
have troubled the Senate even with these remarks 
on the subject, perhaps, but should have contented 
myself with a silent vote if no other obstacle had 
been interposed, and allowed the Secretary, if he 


wanted to doso,totryit. [have no doubtin the 


world that itis well intended, but sullmy view of 


it is such as I have expressed. 

But, Mr. President, there is another difficulty. 
Contracts have their obligation determined by the 
lex loci contracius; aid if acontractis a good and 
lawful one where itis made, it can be enforced 
anywhere before any courtof competent jurisdic- 
tion; but, to be sure, in enforcing it, 1t is subject 
to the lex loci fort. In considering that contract 
it is construed according to the law under which 
it was made; in executing it, whether by seizing 
the body or taking the property, or whether the 
statute of limitations applies, or anything of that 
kind, depends on the laws of the piace to which 
the court belongs. 

Now, let us take some of these contracts as an 
illustration, Take, for instance, if you please, 
the contract | have mentioned about wool—a good, 
lawful contract by the laws under which it is 
made. Can Congress say that, inasmuch as the 
contract to pay the money for that wool ona future 
day made it directly the interest of the purchaser 
to depreciate the public currency, therefore it shall 
be void? If all the contracts in relation to that 
subject were made in the same way—auand a great 
many of them are made in the way | have men- 
tiuned—and were ull put together, it would be in- 
fluence enough to affect the curreiicy. ‘There are 
eighty million pounds of wool raised and sold in 
this country annually, at from fifty cents to one 
dollar a pound—it is worth a dollar probably now 


| —and if that were put together it would be money 
enough, if used by those who are inierested in dee | 


preciating it for that particular subjett, to be felt 
and appreciated by the country in its currency. 
Can it be possible that Congress have the power 
to declare that contract, and all contracts of that 
character made for sale upon a credit to be paid 
ata future day, because those conseguences may 


Ciple ig if t] . - 
‘we 18, that if there be a contract, an agreement || be incurred of a depreciation of the currency, void 


Made depending 
* sulject-matter i 


upona contingency in and about || in all the States of the Union? Whether the con- 
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beef or pork or 
eatiw ft it 


wheat, be it what it mey, espe- 
Is on a very larre scale, can we on the 
ground that we suspect or really believe that it 
will affeet the currency, make a Inw to forbid it, 
and put an end to it, and to all credit for the same 
reasons: 

Such is the sweep of what is claimed in this 
bill. It is claimed that Vacate, declare 
void and unlawful, a contract made for the pur 


we can 


chase of gold ata day to come, deliverable there 
after. You might just as well declare all the con- 
tracts I have mentioned to be vord. Sir, we should 
bear in mind that the great contracts which are 
now made by our Government for its Army sup- 
plies are made with people who have not those 
articles. A man will contract with the Govern- 
ment to deliver to them, if you please, ten thou 
sand barrels of flour. He has not a barre! of four 
on hand; but he contracts todeliver it at a certain 
time, and then to be puid a certainsum. He hus 
to go and make contracts with people who have 
flour or who can get it for delivery at a future 
day as he wants, and to be paid for at a fut@re 
day, and all this subject to the fluctuations of the 
currency, agreeing with them upon the price. He 
has to run the risk whether it should rise or fall 
Heis made directly interested intproportion to the 
size of his contract ta endeavoring to depre crate 
the currency, that he may meet his contracteasily 

Mr. President, it will next be observed that if 
Congress has the power to declare those contracts 
which are lawful in the States in which they are 
made, unlawful and even criminal, it follows as 
a necessary corollary that the re the right 
to declare this sort of contrac proceed: spe 
made by the people in the different States, which 
ate unlawful by the laws of the Staies themselves, 
lawful. ‘The one is a necessary corollary of the 
other power. If any State sees fit, for instance, 
acting as wisely (in the opinion of some gentle- 
men) as the State of Maine and some others have 
done, to prohibit the sale of intoxicating liquors, 
Congress can repeal it. If the States pass laws 
of that kind in relation to contracts which they 
regard as contra bonos mores, are they subject 
aiways to be overruled by Congress from lume 
to time if Congress think that they in any way 
affect the national public Interest? 

Sir, Lam not prepared to subseribe to a doc- 
trine of this kind, and | ask to be informed what 
delecated power there is tn the ¢ Sonstituuon under 
which it ean be done. | understand the Consu- 
tution of the United States to delegate to the 
Government of the United States certain definite, 
defined powers, with the incidental power to pass 
all necessary laws to carry those powers into 
effect. | understand further that Congress pos- 
sesses no powers but what are there contained; 
for itis provided in it that anything not thereim 
contained is actually reserved trom them. If that 
be the clear, plain meaning of the Constitution, 
I desive to be enlightened on the subject of the 
power of Congress to pass such a measure as this, 
and that desire | express in great sincerity, Ido 
pot mean that | should be put off with auswera 
that are ingenious devices, contrivances, and eva- 
sions. | want to be answered as a man of ordi- 
nary discernment is entitled to be answered, 
Where is the power? 

i cun merely say that if men derive the power 
from two, three, or four different places in the 
Consutution, that proves that the power 1s not 
there atall. [do not mean that there may not be 
the same thing given in two places; but if they 
are distinct and indepe ndent rrounds of power, 
one of them does not contain the other at all. 
‘They are each carefully provided in our Const- 
tution, carefullydrawn. There was no such ex- 
igency about it that the same power was put in 
different piaces 

Ihave heard it suggested that this power is 
derived from the power to regulate commerce. I 
do not remember from whom that suggestion 
came; but I heard it in the course of the debate 
yesterday. Why,sir, what is the power granted 
to Congress to regulate ecommerce? Is there such 
a grant of power, with that and no more than 
that? There is not any sach grant. There isa 
grantof power to Congress to regulate commerce 
with foreign natious, with the Indian tribes, and 
between the States; but there 16 no powerin Con- 


| gress to regulate trade between A and b, between 


individuals in the same State. They cannot regu- 


n which the partics have no in- || tract is for flour or for tobacco or for whisky or || late who may buy and who may sell of or to the 
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: : 
other, and what he may sell and what he shall not tween those two. If really such a power as this 
Their power is to regulate commerce || 


sell to him. 
between usand another nation, not the regulation 
of the details and management of the affairs of 
commerce within a State between individuals. 
There is no such grant of power as that. How 
does this bill in any way attempt to regulate com 
merce 
two 


between us and other nations, or between 
States, if you please, or with the Indian 
‘There is nothing of the kind in it 


jut it is said thatit comes, § 


tribes: 


from the right to coin money and regulate the 
value thereof, and of foreign coins. 
pose to enter at any great length into the mean- 
ing of the word **coin.’’?’ Some of the judges 
who have given an opinion on the subject of the 


omehow or other, || 
1} is it. 
| ‘The truth is, Mr. President, that power has | 
|| been exerted. 


I do not pro- }} 


Jegul-tender clause have very freely said thatthat | 


phrase ‘* to cow money’’ evidently meant metallic 
currency. 

Mr. FESSENDEN, 
kind of money. 

Mr. COLLAMER. 
nembers tiave said so, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
some of the judges. 

Mr. JOUNSON 

Mr. COLLAMER. 
practice, if this paper money is coined money, 
then itis com. Now, we have taken a creatdeal 
of pains to provide that the men who take our 
bonds, say the five-twenties, shall be paid the in- 


Others said it meantany 
Notthe judges. 
It has been so held by 


In one or two cases. 


Whiy do you not 
pay them with this paper if tis coin? Our owt 


terest semi-annually in cotwn. 


I know || 


Let us testit by our own |} 


efforts, our_owg acts belie utterly the idea that 
this paper c or we have attempted to cheat | 


the world in relation to paying that interest and 
principal, 

But itis said power to coin 
money and this is coin, therefore you have the 
right to itand take care of it. Ido not 
know what gentlemen mean by that | suppose, 


I 
as an incidental power to the power to coin money, 


thatif there isa 


we can takecare of that money out in the hands ot 


the people as the circulating med:um of the coun- | 


iry; but has thisgambling business anything to do 
with that? I do not see the connection. 
the power to coin mone y was given, the framers 
of the Constitution did not think that any such 
powe rasthishby way of incident would arise from 
nw. Lt have no doubt thatander the power to coin 
money Congress may set up a inint, ¢€ mploy Lii¢ 
proper oflicers, and pay out the proper eXpenses 
for colmmg money; or, if gentlemen please to call 
this paper coin and mean to pay their debts, then 
Interest money, their bonds, &c., with at, calling it 
coin, L think they have a right to employ engrav- 


ers to make tt. But, Mr. President, u will be ob- 


served that among the powers of Congress are— || 


* To coin money, regulate the value thereot, and of for 


eign coin, aud Ux toe standard of weights aud measures.”’ 


‘Then the very next clause is: 
‘To provide tor the punishment of counterfeiting the se 


and cul ut com ol the United States.” 


Now, wf under the power to coin money they 
mcimdecntal 


had the power to take care of it and 
protect it aflerwards, why was that clause put in 
there r 
Mr, FESSENDEN. Is it not unnecessary? 
Mr. COLLAMER. Sir, | do not like to pass 


upoa the proceedings of a Convention as able as 


that was,and which took so much time in its de- |} 


liberatwnus, in that way. 

Mr. SUMNER. Ex majori cauteld. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Lhere is nothing of that 
kod in our Constitution, At any rate when | 


have endeavored to allude to such a thing, the | 


honorable Senator himself has utterly repudiated 
u. Phe grantof that power as asubstantive grant 
of power shows that they did not consider that | 
there was any such power without it, 
But, Mr. President, we can coin money and 
regulate the value thereof, and of foreign coins. 
Regulate the value thereof in what? tn corn? 
la wheat? In labor? 
bLtake it itus the regulation in aceount of what 
value is between the respective coins, and the 
establishment of what the value of foreign coin 
is as measured by ourcoin. Lf itis believed that | 
this power to regulate the value of coin extends | 
to the regulating of the value of this coined paper, | 
what shall it be in? If you say it has become a | 
siandard by itself, and gold an article of com- | 
merce merely, then if you have any power over 
it would be to regulate the relative price be- 


' 
| 
“ , | 
ln any necessary of life? 


W hen i] 





can be used by Congress in this way, why do 


1} you not bring forward a regular measure by say- 


ing that the ten-dollar piece heretofore declared 
to be worth ten dollars shall be worth fifteen dol- 


lars in currency,in the paper Coin; that the gold 


coin (as I believe the Secretary is now selling it 
at fifty or sixty per cent.) shall be worth fifty per 
| cent. in addition to its apparent common valu 
payable in this currency, this coined paper? If 
there be any such power in that way at all, that 


We have directed by law long 
since that a certain quantity of gold and a certain 


such a value, ten dollars. Let me puta case to 
gentlemen. 
week. He hands it to me. I, as might be very 
natural, donot pay him. ([Laughter.] Suppose 


judgment should be rendered? You know that 
when he gets his execution [ can tender him 
rreenbacks in payment. Now, how large ought 
that judement and execution to be? He lent me 
a ten-doltlar piece sand the coined paper says that 
ten dollars in paper is equal to ten dollars in gold. 
I'he truth is, without creating any artificial diffi- 


Suppose I ask of miy brother Nes- | 
MITH to lend me a ten-dollar gold piece for a | 


quantity of alloy, weighing so much, shall be of | 


he brings an action for my not having paid him. | 
I submit to my associates and friends here, what | 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. A 


culties in the way, it must be acknowledged that | 


with us, practically, gold has become an article 


of commerce, an article of trade, and currency is | 


| a mereexchange of value; and, asl think, brother 


Nesmitu ought to have—if that was the price of 
it when | agreed to return it to him—fifteen dol- | 


lars in currency. If he cannot get it by law, | 
will agree with the people of California, in refer- 
ence to contracts of that kind, that a man who 
| will repudiate them, and undertake to pay them 

off by legal-tender notes, ought to be putin coven- 

try, as | understand is done on the Pacific coast. 
| Gold, then, is a mere article of commerce, and 
it comes to the same question which | before 
stated; and that is, can Congress lawfully, under 
the Constitution make alaw to regulate contracts 
in relation to the price of articles of commerce 


to be found. 


It cannot be found in the power to 
regulate commerce with foreign nations or with 
the Indian tribes or between the States. It can- 


| not be found in the power to coin money, because 
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———_—_—_ 
tirely exhausted, that I will not 
my feeble voice to it at all. 

I know not what other power of the C 


tion the autherity to pass this bill wij! me ; 
under. There are none to my knowledee Hi d 
| have come to the conclusion that thie zh : 
declare contracts in the States, lawful by “ 


of the States, void, or to declare thor 


when they are unlawful by the lawsof thes, 


is not a power in Congress. If the interne)...” 
cerns of a State are to be thus interfered a 
Congr ss, it must be by an amendm nt of 
Constitution. I grant that you may put in jt 
an amendment in the constitutional oar 


de Ne 
thing you please; your power in hoon Sd 
unlimited; bat I say that the claim and the is i 
cising of such a power by Congress is for the ao 
time attempted now, is entirely new, and mer 
think, unwarranted. Without complaini, a 
anybody else, or finding fault with anybody Je. 
I merely wish to be permitted to cast 


VY Piaa 
’ 


: MY vote 
against it, unless | am more enlightened alo, 
than [I am at present, without being sul ject t 


criticism or censure. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques: 


; n 
is on the adoption of the amendment proposed by 
the Senator from Vermont, in line eight of the fers 


section of the amendment reported by the com. 
mittee to strike out the words ‘ or of any for, 
exchange.”’ : 

Mr. COLLAMER. I move to strike owt +} 
words wherever they occur. [ will only sayy) 
I regard foreign exchange as peculiarly sq 
to the objections | have made. If gentleme; 
gard itotherwise, of course they will keey 
words in. 


Mr. JOHNSON. 


) LUO8e 


I ask for the yeas and nays 


| on the amendment to the amendment. 


a 
I'he veas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. As I shall not vote 


'| strike these words out, I will say ina single w 


in the States? I do not know where the power is | 


the moment you examine it it becomes imprac- | 


I do not know where I shall be reterred 
| to nextas the source of the power. I know we 
very frequently hear about the necessity of it, 
and I suppose if you put it to that, this law 
aguinst gambling In the States is to be made un- 


ticable. 


der the exercise of the power of ** military neces- 


| sity,’’ just as the Universalist clergyman said we | 


needed a hell as a military necessily for this war, 
if for no other purpose, | Laught r 
We are quoted to this, that, and other things 


| why I shall not do so. 


I have been struc k w 
the argument of the Senator from Vermont. |: 


was very plausible and forcible. Perhaps he may 


| be right; bat the principle upon which I sha 


it in voting against the amendment is simply this; 


the Congress of the United States has decided 


| decided. 


it has the authority to issue Treasury notes and 
make them a legal tender. The courts have so 
That was a very doubtful quest 


| my mind; but we have acted upon it, and hay 


issued these Treasury notes and made them a 
legal tender between individuals for payment of 
debts, | believe we have a right to protect their 
credit; and when combinations are resorted to for 
the purpose of depreciating their value, if we hay 


| aright to issue them and make thema lega 


which have undergone discussion years and years | 


ago, and were sun osed to be tully settled by all 
men. For instance,it is said that we can do it 
ander that clause of the Constitution which says 


|; roy, Ramsey, Sherman, Sprague, Sumner, 


that Congress may provide for the general wel- | 


fare. ‘That was said to me yesterday. Now, it 
is said in the Constitution that Congress shall 
have the power to borrow money, levy and collect 
taxes, duties, imposts, and excises, to provide for 
the common defense and the general welfare. 


That is really such a general and unlimited grant 


der, we have the right to protect them; and 
that principle | shall vote against striking out 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 13, nays 24; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Buckalew, Carlile, Collamer, Cowa 
Davis, Grimes, Harding, Henderson, Hendricks, Jobosoa, 
Nesmith, Powell, and Saulsbury—13. 
NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Brown, Clark, Conness, Dit 
on, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foster, Hale, Harris, Howa 
Lane of Indiana, Lane of Kansas, Morgan, Morrill, Pom 
ren Eye 
‘Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson—24. 
So the amendment to the amendment was re- 


| jected. 


| as is given inthis Constitution. | am aware that, | 


| 


especially in the convention of Virginia, much 
stress was laid on that, particularly by those who 
objected to the adoption of the Constitution, and 
among the rest by Patrick Henry. He thought 
it was a sort of latitude of power very dangerous 
indeed and that it would be used in a dangerous 
manner, unless there was a provision inthe Con- 


stitution, something like the one now in it, that | 


all powers not therein granted were reserved to 
the States and the people. 
less there wasa provision in it prohibiting the ex- 
ercise of power by way of construction, it might 
be a dangerous one; and they mighteven, l believe 
he said, abolish slavery under it. But that clause of 
limitation is now in the Constitution, and that ar- 
gument of latitudinarianism | suppose is at an 
end. Itis not worth while to pursue this matter, 
The whole subject under the havds of Mr. Mad- 
igon has been so perfectly elaborated and so en- 


He thought that un- | 


Mr. HARRIS. [| renew the motion I mace 
yesterday, in line three of the fourth section o! 
the amendment to strike out the words ‘in any 
sum not less than,’’ and in lines four and five © 
strike out the words ‘* nor more than $10,000; # 
that it will read: 


That any person who shall violats any provision of ts 
act shall be held guilty ofa misdemeanor, and on convics 


| thereof be fined $1,000 or be imprisoned for a period wt 
less than three months, &c. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair! 


inquire if he understood the Senator from New 


York to say that this was an amendment that te 
offered yesterday ? 

Mr. HARRIS. It is the same. : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then theChatt 
will suggest that itis not now inorder. | 

Mr. HARRIS, It was not disposed of ye* 
terday, and I want to modify the amendment § 
little by substituting for the words * be fine¢ i 
the third line of that section the words “s!* 
forfeit.”’ 

Mr. HALE. 
York would suggest the reason for that 4 
tion. It does not strike me as being a wise 


I wish the Senator from ed 


1864. 
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vir. HARRIS. I stated it yesterday, and it 
sfactory to the Senater who has charge 





= 8A 
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i HALE. If he 1s satisfied with it, Iam 


HARRIS. The fifth section provides for 
ction, and it Is necessary, therefore, to 
2 a fixed penalty in order to sue for it. 

Vr. SHERMAN. The difficulty is that the 
 coetion does not fix the penalty, but leaves 
, for dispute; it is to be a fine between one 
housand dollars; while under the fifth 


M 


en 


ten t 
and * if asuit is brought to enforce the penalty 
~ oo the nature of an action for debt, and the 
4 m is not certain. 


\ir. HALE. [I see that difficulty; but the 
¢ vrth section as It stands by itself is wellenough. 
My. SHERMAN. Yes, sir; and [ wasabout 
‘,orest to the Senator from New York to add 
iof the fourth section these words, which 


eomplish his purpose and answer better: 


wii 

And shall likewise be subject to the penalty,of $1,000 
for eac ilense. 

Then the next section provides the mode in 


the penalty shall be enforced. 
Mr. HALE. I think that will be better. Where 
fz ‘ a discretion of the court. 
Vr. SHERMAN. If the Senator will accept 
modification of his amendment [ think it 
will probably be better. 
Vr. HARRIS. I accept that in lieu of the 
endment | proposed. 
s on the motion to add at the end of the 
rth section the following words: 
And shall likewise be subject to a penalty of $1,000 for 
each offense. 
[heamendment to the amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. HARRIS. I suggest what L think would 
little improvement in the phraseology of the 
frst section of the substitute. In the fourth line 
| move to strike out the words *‘ or for the loan,’’ 
and in the fifth line to insert after the word ‘* ex- 
ve’? the words **to be delivered;’’ so that 
{read in this way: 
That it shall be unlawful to make any contract for the 
hase or sale or delivery of any gold coin or bullion, or 
y foreign exchange, to be delivered at any time subse- 
itto the making of such contract, &c. 


It will make it much more conclusive, in my 
udgment. 

Mr.SHERMAN. Myattention was called to 
that criticism, and [ am not at all sure but what 


have a fine I think something ought to be | 


rie PRESIDING OFFICER. Then the ques- | 





| that the whole matter m 


(would be an improvement of the phraseology, | 


ough as the section is now drawn it was made 

to cover a loan in gold. 
ns would attempt to evade the operation of the 
first section by agreeing to loan gold for a time. 
Mr. HARRIS. The word * delivery’’ covers 


' 
‘ 


Mr. SHERMAN. Perhaps it will cover it. 
Pheamendment tothe amendment wasagreed to. 


Mr. HARRIS. 


nent 


I suggest one more amend- 
it isin the twelfth line of the first section 
to strike out the words ‘* national currency,’’ and 
to insert the words ** notes of solvent banks,’’ so 
as not to strike at our State banks. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The only objection I have 

‘iat is this: practically it would be the same 
‘any rate, because it is very easy to convert the 
‘oles of solvent banks into the greenbacks, as 
‘hey are called; but. 1 think, in a national law, 
itended for the protection of the national credit, 
We ought not to provide for the receipt in transac- 
‘ons regulated by law of anything but national 


urren 


iment of the United States itself receives. 
*here Is no practical difficulty in the way. I 
trust, therefore, the Senator from New York will 
Hot press his amendment; because a person hav- 
“sg current funds in the city of New York can 


Thé fear was that per- 


| as to the benefits to ac 


icy, that kind of currency which the Gov- | 


“sy Convert them into greenbacks, United States | 


Money. If in a law intended to protect the na- 


a reney, or rather the credit of the Gov- 
honky uw? We provide for the circulation of State 
i Paper, L think it might tend to defeat the 
a! without doing any practical good. I trust, 
op ores the amendment will not be urged. 

‘amendment to the amendment was rejected. 
aeteAN E, of Kansas. Mr. President, by the 
a ents that have been made we have now 
eesty nearly as good a bill as I originally intro- 


ional cur 


he 








| duced here in December last, in pretty nearly the 


same words. I desire to call the attention of the 
Committee on Finance to the subject, and I should 
like to have the ear of the chairman while I do so 

L introduced this bill in Dees 
copy of itto the Si 


mh rlast, and senta 


tary of the Treasury. Upon 
the introduction of it ] was arraigned in the news- 
papers of the city of New York, ridiculed, and 
abused. The opposition papers in Kansas took up 
the cry, and last night I read in a paper from my 
State a column of the most brutal as 
for introducing the bill. My 
Committee on Finance 
posed of. 


Saults upon me 
y bill was before the 
and has never been dis- 
I was very much astonished, therefore, 


| the other day when the distinguished Senator from 


Ohto [Mr. Suerman] introduced the identical bill 

as an original proposition from the Secretary of 

the Treasury and had it re 
: \ 

tee on Finane 


Mr. CONNESS. 


erred to the Commit- 


I will sugrest tomy friend 
rht be cured by re 
papers hereafter to insert the name of 
the Senator from Ohio when they write abuse of 
the Senator from Kansas. If 
change it may be all rig lit. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. Having suffered all 
this abuse from the papers of the * New 
York, and still suffering abuse from papers in my 
own State, I felt it to be a duty that | owed to 
myself to say this much to the Committee on 
Finance. 

You have now got this bill almost verbatim as 
introduced by me after having gone to New York 
and investigated the subject and ascertained the 
views of loyal and sagacious men. [desire now 
to say to the Senator from Vermont that it is my 
opinion and the opinion of loyal and sazacious 


quest- 
ing those 


they just make thgt 


city of 


| business men of the city of New York, that the 


confederate government is to-day and has been 
since last December through its foreign agents 
engaged in the effort to depreciate our currency 
by gambling against that curren y in the hells of 
the city of New York. Can the Senator from 


| Vermont explain to me how it was that a mere 


visit to the city of New York by the Secretary of 
the Treasury a day or two ago ‘reduced the price 
of gold as compared with our currency from 189 
to 175? WillitdofortheSenator from Vermont, 
to me a practical Senator, and to other Senators, 
to compare gold as a product with flour and pork 
and agricultural products, when it is known to 
him that gold can be taken care of in the city of 
New York for nothing, while it requires from ten 
to twenty per cent. a month to take care of flour 
and-pork? -It will not do to say that gold is the 
same as other products, 

Mr. President, in my opinion, traitors who have 
not the courage to face the Federal soldiers are 
now engaged, cowardly, assassin-like, in stabbing 
our country through our national currency in the 
hells of the city of New York. I may be mistaken 
rue to the country from 
the passage of this bill; but ifinvestigation proves 
anything, if the opinions of sagacious and loyal! 


men are worth anything, this bill will benefit our 


| country, and will benefit it beyond the expecta- 


| treated with some injustice. 


tion of the most sanguine friends of the measure. 

Mr. FESSENDEN Perhaps an ¢ xplanation 
is due from the Committee on Finance to the hon- 
orable Senator from Kansas upon this matter. I 
willcommence it by assuring him, however it may 
look, that no possible discourtesy was intended 
to him; although he may have unwittingly been 
I deem it more es- 
pecially necessary to say what tf am about to say 


| because no part of the fault rests upon my hon- 
| orable colleacue, the Senator from Ohio, who hap- 


pened to introduce the bill as an amendment to his 
own, in reference to the matter. 
Very early in the session the honorable Sen- 


| ator from Kansas sent us two bills on this gen- 
| eral subject providing for legislation of this kind, 


| one upon which the Senate is about to act. 


| 


one of which was very similar In its terms to the 
Ata 
somewhat later period the Senator from Ohio sent 
us another bill. We looked at those bills, and 
came to the conclusion that it was doubtful 
whether they would be of any practical benefit, 
whether they would effect the object they were 
intended to accomplish; and for that reason we 
laid them aside, and did not again take them up; 
and for myself | had entirely forgotten the con- 
tents of all of them so far us to tell which was 
which, without referring to them 
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The Secretary of the Treasury, a day or two 
Since, Sant us the bill which is now before the 
Senate, With a letter which has been read, request 
Ing Us immediate passage, if it met with our ap- 
probation, On consideration, as the 


Secre lat 
mimended and urged it, and believe L 


as he expressed himself in writing, that it might 


be attended with some practical benefit, we came 


to the cone! 


—— +. 








strongly rec 


usion that as he was master of the de- 
tails of the subject, and was the officer who wag 
carrying on all thes: 
would not 


it would be productivs 


financial operations, we 
allow any doubts of ours as lo whether 
of the rood that he ex- 
pected to flow from it to interfere with the pre- 
sentation of that bill to the Senate, 

After we cate to that conclusion, it then be- 
cam L que tion in the e ymmittee how we should 
introduce it into the Senate, that particular bill 

| None of us 


not havi &” been committed to ua, 
a bill was before us at 


idverted to the fact that 


lime, « oked at it. It was proposed that 
it should | roduced by the chatrman into the 
Senat » presented to the Senate, and referred to 
thie peyatanitt e, and then be acted on; but some 


on irvested that we had already bad bills be- 
fi eneral subject, and it might be 
a imendment to one of those bills. 
I spoke to my clerk, who was sitting near me, 
and asked him to hand me one of those bills, with 
out designating any, and the first bill that he hap- 
pened to lay his hands on was the bill that had 
been sent to us by the h morable Senator from 
Ohio. We did not take oceasion to read it, or 
look atit, but simply the chairman was author- 
ized to’report it as an amendment to that bill. 
After the bill had been put in proper shape, both 
being in my hands with a view to report them, it 
struck me, as the honorable Senator from Ohio 
had sent us the original bill, that it was onl 
courteous to him to allow him to report the atoonite 
ment. I therefore passed the papers over to him 
and re quest d him to report the bill to the Sen- 
ate, 

There ts the whole histary of it from beginning 
toend. How fur the Secretary of the Treasury 
may be responsible for stealing the thunder of 
my honorable friend from Kansas, without giv 
ing him credit, is a question to be settled between 
those two high dignitaries to their mutual satis- 
faction. 

Mr. SHERMAN, I freely accagd to the Sen- 
ator from Kansas the paternity of this bill, or the 
idea of prohibiting and punishing these transac- 
tions in gold. There is no doubt about it. The 
circumstances are perfectly familiar tome. The 
Senatorfrom Kansas sent his bill to the committee, 
and we conversed about it. Wedoubted the pol- 
ey of it, and I was requeste d,as it was a matter 
of difficulty, todraw a bill that would suit my own 
mind, The idea of the Senator’s bill was to pun- 
ish those transactions in gold asacriminal offense 
I doubted whether there was the ability of pros- 
ig and convicting anybody in New York for 
an offense that was so common, and I knew that 
it was impossible, or very difficult at least, to en- 
force a criminal statute in a community that did 
subject as criminal in itself. There- 
fore | framed a bill with a view to punish it with 
a penalty, with a fine to be collected by an action 
of debt through the aid of a common informer. 
So the matter rested for some time. The Secre- 
tary no doubt had the benefit of the two bills, 
and framed a bill combining both. The Senator's 
bill did notcontain the proposition about a pen- 
alty, and a collection of the debt, &c., &c., and 
this bill combines the two togs ther. But the ori- 
ginal idea, the invention, undoubtedly rests with 
the Senator from Kansas, if there is any credit 
for that. I trust that now the bill will be passed, 
ind whatever good effects it may produce we will 
all give the Senator from Kansas the credit. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. Mr. President, I de- 
gist of the charges coming 
from my own State was this, that the Committee 
on Finance had given my bill the go-by, that the 
bill was not worthy the consideration of the com 
mittee. There was a column in one of our prin- 


ecull 


olregarad tine 


/ 


cipal papers devoted to an attack upon me, st nal 


that the Committee on Finance had not deeme 

it of sufficient importance to consider it. I have 
no feeling on this subject. I merely wanted that 
that editor, and the man in New York who said 
that I had better confine myself to the woolly- 
headed business instead of finance, to understand 
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that my bill has been considered by the Senate, 
and I hope, for the good of the country, it will be 
adopted. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I desire merely to state, 


for the benefit of my friend from Kansas, that it 


might possibly be well for him to wait for some | 


three or four months before seeking to claim the 
paternity of this bill, and in all probability the 
very papers that are abusing him for having in- 


troduced the bill, provided he will let the Senator || 
from Ohio take the responsibility of it, wall be 


better friends of his in the future. 
| rose mere! 

amendment. 

pending. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is no 
amendment pending to the amendment of the com- 
mittee, 

Mr. HENDERSON, I move to amend the 
amendment by striking out in the sixteenth and 


seventeenth lines of the first section the words 
ee 


for the purpose of offering an 


stands, the Provision 1s thatno person can ‘make 
any contract whatever for the sale, loan, or de- 
livery of any gold coin or bullion, or foreign 
exchange, of which the person making such con- 
tract shall notat the time of making such contract 


be the bona fide owner in actual possession.”? It | 


aeems tome that that provision would prevent 
the sale of a bill of exchange that was founded 
upon a shipment to Europe. 
having made a large shipment of wheat, pork, or 
any other agricultural product, or of any manu- 
foctured articles, from the city of New York to 
London or Liverpool, should attempt to negotiate 
a bill of exchange upon the bill of lading; in such 
case, | ask, could it be done? Would he be in 
actual possession? Whatactual possession would 
he have?) Again, suppose an individual in’ my 
State, in the city of St. Louis, should desire to 
sell gold. He can, to be sure, sell it at his place 
of business in the city of St. Louis; but suppose 
he has his gold upon deposit in the city of New 
York, can that sale be made? 


actual possession. 
words? |t will be amply sufficient to limit the 
clause to the bona fide ownership, without saying 


that the owner shall be in actual possession of 


the article. 
I have stated twocases where, in my judgment, 
the clause as It stands would absolutely prohibit 


i 
the transaction, and | think the words should be | 


stricken out. It seems to me to be sufficient to 


require that foreign exchange or gold coin shall | 
not be purchased except with United States notes | 
or national currency; but as the bill now stands | 


—and the Senate have twice voted down propo- 
sitions to amend it in this repect—a bill of ex- 
change on Europe cannot be purchased even with 
gold, and vice versa. It is certainly the most re- 
markable bill L have ever seen. I did at one time 
think of saying something upon it; but that iscer- 


tainly unnecessary now, after the very able argu- | 


ment made this morning by the Senator from Ver- 


montand the arguments of the other Senators who || 


have spoken against it. 


I hold that the bill willdo no good whatever. | 
Certainly the constitutional objections to it are | 


amply sufficient to prevent its passage; but with- 


out regard to those, [deny theefficacy ofany such | 


measure as a matter of expediency and a matter 
of policy. I think the Secretary of the Treasury 
ig very much mistaken in supposing thatitis going 
to accomplish the end that he desires. It 1s al- 
ways a dangerous species of legislation which at- 
tempts Lo interfere with contracts of any sort, and 


jtis certainly exceedingly dangerous for Congress | 


to undertake to interfere with contracts within the 
States. It will not do to say, asthe Senator from 


Ohio more than intimated yesterday, that because | 
Congress can pass laws applicable to the District || 


of Columbia, it can therefore go into the States 


gambling in the District of Columbia, it can there- 
fore punish gambling in my State or the State 
of New York. Such legislation has never here- 
tofore been attempted, and I regret that it should 
be thought necessary by the Setretary of the 
Treasury or anybody else at the’ present time. 

I was not present when the bill was passed 
some time ago wiiich enabled the Secretary of the 
Treasury to put gold upon the market for sale. 


If I had been here | might possibly have voted || 


ar a : . 
for it because the Secretary thoughtit was neces- | 


believe there is no amendment | 


in actual possession.’’? As the section now | 





Suppose a party | 


| undertake to say | 
that it cannot under this bill, because he is notin | 
Why not strike out these || 


| he so stated his proposition. 
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sary, not because I should have thought that it 
would enable him to keep down the price of 
gold, It has been a total failure, and this meas- 
ure will be a total failure. [tis utterly futile for 
us, unless we can keep up the character of the | 
currency of the United States, to undertake to 
interfere with the priceofgold. There is but one 
way for us to do it, as has been intimated by the 
Senator from Vermont and others, and that is by 
taxation. Otherwise we cannot keep up our 


| notes, and gold will continue to go up. 


” I see there is a disposition to pass the bill; I 
see that it will pass; and although | cannot vote 


for it in any shape, as the Senate desire to pass | 


it, and as itis thought necessary for the good of 
our finances at the present time, itought certainly 
to be passed in such a form ag to be as unobjec- 
tionable as possible. We should not undertake 
to interfere with bona fide transactions any further 
than we can help. It seems that having passed 
an act declaring United States Treasury notes to 


be a legal tender, we are now attempting to con- | 
fine all transactions in the country to legal-tender | 


ifotes. This bill prohibits a man from buying a 
foreign bill of exchange except with Treasury 
notes. Can he buy the bill of exchange with 


i} mont. 





produce? Can he buy it with wheat? Can he 
buy it with corn? 
duction whatever? 
this bill. 


He certainly cannot under 


est bearing or legal tender, and he must pay those 
notes for it at the time. ‘lhat is the provision, 
Although [ shall vote against the bill under 
any circumstances, [ think certain amendments 
ought to be made; and | hope the Senator from 
Ohio will give up his objections to amending the 
bill in the eleventh and twelfth lines of the first 
section, either in the manner proposed by the 
Senator from New York |Mr. Harris] or by the 
Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr. Crark.]} 
Certainly one or the other of these amendments 
ought to be made. If a man wants to sell his 
exchange abroad for anything else than Treasury 
notes, let him do so. L.would not undertake to 
limit a transaction of that character. But, sir, I 
did not intend to say anything on this subject; I 
rose simply to move to strike out the werds ‘in 
actual possession,’’at the end of the first section. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I will not go through the 
argument again, but I wish to correct one or two 
misapprehensions into which the Senator from 


| Missouri has fallen, and I shall not further take 


up the time of the Senate. The Senator says 
that [ said yesterday that because we could pro- 
hibit gaming in this District therefore we could 
prohibit gaming anywhere. I did not say so. 
Mr. HENDERSON. I drew it as an inference 
from the Senator’s argument; I did not say that 
As an answer to 
the objection that had been urged by the Senator 


| from Pennsylvania that no such legislation could 


be had, the Senator from Olio said that Congress 
could prohibit gaming in the District of Columbia. 
Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator from Penn- 


sylvania insisted that an actagainstgaming could | 
| not be enforced, and therefore such acts ought 
not tobe passed. I answered thatall gaming acts | 


were evaded, but still every nation, every State, 
and every community passes laws against gam- 
ing. The mere fact that they are not always en- 


forced is not an argument against passing them. || 


That is what I said. So in regard to the other 
r 

point, | said power was given to us to borrow 

money; Congress may borrow money on the 


credit of the United States; we have issued our | 


notes in the form of notes payable on demand, 


and Congress has decided that those notes shall | 


be a legal tender for private debits between man 


) and man, and shall be received by the national 


Governmentin payment of the public debts, shall 


zo 1M | be paid to soldiers and toall persons to whom we 
and pass such Jaws; that because it can punish || 


have payments to make. That is settled, and 


every argument that has been adduced to-day by | 
the Senator from Vermont we heard here two | 


years ago on the legal-tender question, 


Mr. HENDERSON, Let me suggest to the 


| Senator that although we have made Treasury || 

notes a legal tender we have not declared that the 
| soldier or anybody else may not take a State note 
if he desires to do so in payment of his debt. || 


Now, let me ask the Senator if he does not pro- 
vide by this bill that a bena fide Wansaction for 


Can he buy it with any pro- | 


There is but one thing with which he | 


| can buy it, and that is United States notes, inter- || ‘actual possession”’ of it then, though [ m 


peemegumeaselliens 





| the United States. 








April 1g 
pense ) 
the sale of gold or foreign exchanee shall nes 
made except-for United Slates Treasure «. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The question woe 
me has nothing to do with the point ro pu 
cussing, and I wish to go back and mina a 
point taken by the Senator from DMineces Le 
He says the Constitution does not autl ra tap 
I say the same provision of the Constir, 
authorized us to make these notes 
authorizes us to protect them ag 


rast the oy 


tians of men who seek to discredit «| 


. 


1OTIZe thie 


ition wi 
X legal | 


i nay 
currency. That is the only answer | can — 
I might go over the whole argument ac “*g 

2 again, 


| we might spend a day or two on that eoll. 


argument presented by the Senator from \ . 
Mr.GRIMES. How protect them? | 
saying that nothing else shall be 
them? 
Mr. SHERMAN. Yes, sir. 
Mr. GRIMES. Cannot we do that jy reg 
to any other transaction in the world? 7 
Mr. SHERMAN. [am willing to answorrs 
or three at a time; but I wish first to get throw, 
with the Senator from Missouri. The Sy», 
makes another statement, that under the o 
tions of this bill, if he has produce on the way 
to England, he cannot draw a bill of exe} ae 
against it and sell that bill of exchange. TT 
is nothing to prevent it, f 


Mr. HENDERSON. 


>a, 
ay simply 


received ex 


rd 
Au 


‘0 


era 


Hct 
I certainly cannot hay 


’ 
stk 


be the bona fide owner. 
Mr. SHERMAN. He cannot sell his ji}! o 
exchange against produce in Europe unless he 
receives the money for it, cash in hand. Thar is 
all. Hecan sell the bill of exchange for cas 
This will not interfere with any business opera. 
tion. Where the exchange or gold or bullio 
on hand, and where the sale is made in ‘good { 
for money, there is no trouble about it. 
And now I will reply to the suggestion of 


Senator from lowa. He says this bill prevents 





| a person from taking the notes of a State bank 


So it does, because the United States does not re- 
gard anything as money except its own notes, 


|} and the national currency, and gold. — [ts own 


notes and the national currency are now its money 
It does not legislate to protect and provide for 
other money. If the State money is good it ca 
very easily be converted into United States mon 
and thus used. There is no practical difficult 
in regard to the last clause. The last clause only 
gives a distinct meaning to the phrase, * the bona 
fide owner,” by adding the words, * in actual 
possession.’” 

Mr. HENDERSON. But can a merchant 
St. Louis sell his gold when it is on deposit | 
New York ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. If I have money in Ob 
[am as-much in possession of it as if I have it 
in my pocket here. 

Mr. HENDERSON. 
possession.”” 

Mr. SHERMAN. 


merely speculative operations. 


But that is not * actus 


This is to prevent any 


W here it is ap- 


| parent that the operation is a bona fide one, In te 


ordinary course of business, there is no practical 
difficulty in the way, though theoretical or coi- 


| jeetural difficulties may be made as to the oper 


tion of any bill of this kind. 

Mr. POWELL. I should like to ask the Sen- 
ator from Ohio one question: if a man has gol, 
and desires to buy a bill of foreigu exchange W! 
it, can he do so, and pay the gold for it, under 
this bill? 


Mr. SHERMAN. A man may certainly 2° 


| to any broker or banker in the United States, of 
‘| to any lawyer or any other individual, sei) Ms 


gold or money, and he may use that money \ 
ordinary transactions, buying bills of exchange 
or anything else. There is no legitimate oper 
tion in the ordinary course of business that | cad 


conceive of that may not be transacted under tie 
operation of this bill. — 
Mr. POWELL. [I think the honorabie Sen* 


tor is mistaken in that. Under the provisions 
this bill a man cannot buy gold or foreign ex 
change with anything but the paper money ™ 
I think that is clear and eX 
plicit, for the language of the bill is: 

It shall be unlawful to make any contract for the - 
chase or sale, or for the loan or delivery, of @y —. 
or bullion, or of any foreign exchange, at any Wme> 
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nd eXx- 
the pu 


king : 
er fixed or contingent, in default of the 


of such coutract, or for the payment 


jd coin or bullion, or of auy foreiga ex- 
a uy other terms than the immediate man 

up as P : 
vey of such gold coin, or bullion, or foreign ex- 


ithe immediate paymeut in full of the agreed 
me by the manual delivery of United States notes, 
~urrency, aud not otherwise. 
‘ 
|. ie ag clear and explicitas language can make 
ji 


[fthis ball were the law, if the Senator from 
day had $10,000 in gold and wished to 
Sa iv bill he could not buya billand pay 
rold coin; he would have to buy Govern- 


and convert thatinto coin, thus mak- 


Pe ts a sactions instead of one. There is no 

> ea my mind that the effect of this bill wiil 

‘onorable Senator from Missouri has 

a Ix seems to me that the object of those 

» now tinkering with the currency is not 
, prevent sales on time or on credit of gold 

ej7n exchange, but to compel all payments 

he paper currency of the United States, 

that alone. I have not a doubt that any 

» would construe this bill to mean that a mat 

i not buy these commodities and pay for them 

. > paper curreucy of the United States. 
Fiat will be the effect; but if thatis not intended 


(feet, why notstrike out this clause and 
from embarrassmentand make it plain? 
| chink the amendment proposed by the Senator 
ri should prevail, L am not going 
yany discussion as to the principles of 
Phey have been very elaborately dis- 
i hy er Senators. 
ind and the Senator from Vermont have made 
arguments on the constitutional brane! 
if I had bad any doubt on thi 
utionality of the bill, the arguments of 
‘le Senators would have convinced 
me: but | had none from the beginning. wish 
ytosay that Ido not believe any law of this 
which we can pass will have any effect 
the price of gold or of foreignexchange. 1 
think we have commence datthe wrong end in pro- 
ng to tinker with gold. You can never, by 
risiation as this, depreciate the value of 
rold and foreign exchange, for those articles are 
lepreciable. Gold 1s the standard of value 
throughout the whole commercial world. Gen- 
tlemen who wish to effect the purpose which it is 
said is sought by this bill should direct their op- 
erations against the paper-money system. If they 
would intreduce and pass a bill to repeal the na- 
tional banking law, sweep it from the statute- 
book, and then make a strong sinking fund, ratse 
taxes to meet a large portion of the current wants 
ofthe Government, and diminish the quantity of 
paper money, they would place the Government 
erediton a firm and solid basis, and then they 
would find that the outstanding paper money of 
the Governmentand gold would come much nearer 
together in value. That is the only way in which 
teanbe done. This bill, in my judgment, fix it 
as you may, will have no effect other than a dele- 
ter It will cause fluctuations to go on 
uckly and rapidly; but the tendency of paper 
ney will be down, down, unless you diminish 
the issues and provide some mode of meeting all 
the Government indebtedness. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I have sat and 
1st ned to the discussion on this bill for these two 
ays, and | read it somewhat carefully before it 
was brought up, and as I intend to vote for it | 
vantto make a simple explanation. I vote for 
it, Not because I think there is any virtue in it, 


7 


gue in. 


those houoral 





US One, 


} 
i 
m 
m 


t because I believe it will effect the object pro- 
posed, lam very apprehensive that it will have 
4 Girec 


lly contrary effect from what is anticipated 
‘rom it. My own judgment is that it is of the 
character of the usury laws passed, as they are, 
in most of the States, certainly most of the New 
England States, the effect df which isto raise the 
Price Of interest instead of lowering it. We have 
on Our statute-Look, and have had ever since | 
lave known anything about them, statutes agaiust 
usury. I] have never known ofe enforced. ‘There 
have been various uttempts, but for some reason 
or other they have always failed; and the result 
Is that they raise the rate of interest instead of 
‘OWerlng it, because when aman is going to take 
4 usurious interest and finds that he violates the 
law and runs the risk of a prosecution, he makes 

man who gets the money pay him for that 
tisk. lt seems to me that will be the effect of this 
That is my private judgment. 


The Senator from Mae ! 
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case, as the evil is great 


inose to whom wit ve committed this n 


| have an impression thatthe bill may do geod, 


the Secretary of the ‘Treasury thinks it wil 
good, | have conc} icd to put my own mivate 


Opinions in my pock 


+} ' r ~ } , 
} thority of the committee and the authority of the 








Sut, cir, in this It proceeding 1s instituted before the que lam pro- 


ido not feel inside a little 


Secretary of the ‘Treasury. 
One single word | want 
friend from Kansas who feels so grieved that his 
thunder has been stolen from him ‘Th 
grievance that I have suffered fora lone time, and 
I hardly ever hear one of these rampant, tremen- 
dous anti-slavery speeches mad from those th 
have so recently come upon that platform that | 
prous grief that my 
thunder has been stolen, but lL have never ver 
lated it before the Senate and have borne it in 
[Laught ri 
The amendment of 
amendment was rejected, 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The questim 
recurs on thi a i 
Finance aus am 


Mr. LANE, of Ka 


Slience, 


Mr. HeEenperson to t 
; 


' 


amendment of the Committee 


| desire to se vy tot 


| Senator from New Hampshire that | do net ask 





his sympathy in this matter. | feel chat T have 


had justice done to me by the Sem 


The amendment as amended w is agreed to 

The bill was re rted to the Senat samended, 

Mr. JOHNSON, l CAil Lilet t of 
honorable member nm Ohio aud he Sent 
to what | SUL) pi to be the meaning of this bill 
iS Jt stunds, is, and | think thatis not 
tniended by the 1 ror by th mena By 
thre bourti Section . Dill it l ji yvid ad that 
he who offeuds against theact shal! be held eurlty 


of a misdemeanor 

$1,000, or be imprisoned fora period not less 

than three months vor longer than one year, or 
, . 29 ' 

: I nder that 


: 
both, atthe d 
evident that an indictment wi 


clause itis 
lie, and unt 
fined $1,000 or he may be imprisone d fora period 
not less than ths wor exceeding one 
year, or he may be both fined $1,000 and im- 
prisoned within thes Now the fifths 

tion says: **The penalty imposed by the fourth 
section of this act,’’? which Is a fine of $1,000, 
‘may be recovered in an action atlaw i any 





three mon 


limits, 


| court of record of the United States, or any court 


, i ‘ tc* . . e » | 
of competent jurisdiction, which action may be 


brough 


in the name of the United States by any 


i} 
person Who Wil Sue 


i for said penalty, one half for 
- } TT ; ’ ‘ t ° 1 

the use‘of the United States and the other halt 

for th se of the person bringine such action 


i 


[n other words, a qui lam action is giver to re- 
cover the pecuniary pet wily. It may be enforced 


Y 
as against the offender under the preceding sec- 


tion; and it oes on to say: 


“And the rccovery and satisfetion of a judement tn 1) 
@uch action shall be a bar to th ne tor 
the same offense in any prosecution iostituted subsequent 
to the recovery of such judgment.” 


ithpesition « any it 


Now, suppose thi 
der the fourth se tron, is instituted before the in- 
stitution of the qui tam action, and the man has 
been fined and has paid his thousand dollars, do 
you mean to say that he is to remain lable to 
qui fam action at the instance of un tnformer, aud 
that he is to be mulcted in another thousand dol- 
lars? If youdo not, I submit thatthe fifth section 
ought to be amended. All it does now is to say 
that if the qui tam action is tmstituted first, and 
has resulted in the recovery of a thousand dollars, 
the penalty provided by the prec d 
shall be a bar to a proceeding under the preeed 


ita criminal prosecution, uu 


ine section, it 


ing section, us far as that penalty is concerned, 
but it leaves the party liable still to a proceeding 
under the preceding section, as far as the inipris- 
onment is concerned. | think that very clear. 
That is not, as [ think, the intention of the Seu- 
ate. I suppose that the Senate mean, and that 
the Committee on Finance, by whom these two 


| sections were drafted, mean to say that as far as 


the pecuniary I enalty is concerned, whether the 
proceeding be a proceeding under the fourth sec- 
tion, or a qui tam action under the fifth 
the party offending shall be made to pay but 
91,000. That they have accomplished, provided 
the criminal proce ding under the fourth section 
is instituted subsequent to the qui lam proces d- 
ing under the fifth 


section, 


section; but af t crim 


ee ; dt man has remade te pa 
=b.O00 ' i ‘ ' under 
tt i L cn ' sty waaay made to py ie 

i) int a second tim ’ tiformesr i tink 
mytri } Oi Ohio wall we hacet i i ollect 
of the bill. I} laneu \ i wit 

at ** the recovery and satisf tion Of aA Tudo ipent 
nv uv uch a tion ,”® tthat 4 ‘ V Quy acters 
such an the fifth Sector rove >» - -Oeeeal ih ‘ 
bar tothe imap B.tion ot anv fiive f ri n ' 
fense In any prosecution insututed subsequent to 
ti covery of suc li puageien ; But ot cours 
there nay be & proseeulion tustituted betove and 


nrosecuted vetore tousuccesstul tt ripiryathon, was I 


fhe inan may have pad his hue or mav remain 
‘ i vider 
will remam lab 


penalty, $1,000, 


ye for his flue, and tae that case 


, ul 
mad the Hlth section, he © to be 
avainst tor the Sante 
undey tte ftit Secllon 
Mi SLIERM AN. lt Will not be so cdénstraed 
Mr. JOUNSON 


dinany other way? 


Mr. SHERMAN 


or three Uimes, and i does seem to me to be about 


tiow cunhl it posRIDIV Lb eon 


1 iypas reud thie a hor two 


as plain as we can make tt A person way be 


convicted of the offers , and be fined and im- 
or the penalty by hne may be stopped 
by au action of debt by a « 


prisoned, 


inlormer ir 
he way if 


tourth see 


oOmmon 
Svemis toe there ts ne difthcuity in 


Q person Who ls brought up under the 


tion 18 abie lo sihow tha | has been convicted 
and fined under the fifth sec lhou,hecannot | é fined 
aral 
Mr. JOHNSON 
Mr. SHERMAN. 


I think thatis right, 
Mr. JOHNSON. That its not the diftic ulty. | 


was unfortunate in Xplaning myse f it be has 
been proceeded against under the fifth section and 
made to pay a fine of $1,000 under that section, 
terwards proceeded against under the 
ad, in defense of the at 
to recover the penalty from him under the 
fourth section, that he has already pa d it unde 


Certainly 


But mav be seut to prisor 


‘ 


und is 
fourth seeuuon, he can ple 
tempt 


s f 
the hitth. 


But supp lie is first proceeded against 
under the fourth seetion, and is made to pay 
$1,000 by that procecding, and he is subsequently 


pre ceeded against under the filth section, can he 


retelout of that que tam lore ry showtng that be 
has already paid $1,000 under a judgment pro 
nounced against him upon an indictment under 


the fourth seetion? ] think hot. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. You get rid of the whole 


difficulty by striking out the word * subsequent- 


Mr TRUMBULL. [tis not necessary to strike 
out onythiae Ch rly ,@fi the senator trom Ma 


ryland will reflect a moment, he will see at The 
fitth ¢ tion authorizes a ¢ t to be brought, to 
recover what? 
Mr. JOHNSON A thousand dollars 
MrTRUMBULL. No; * the penalty imposed 
by th . 


fourth section,’ Suppose the penalty im- 


lnwy ¢ 1} ags¢° ~ & | . -olloetad 
posed by rm feurth section has been collected tn 


' 
u criminal proceeding under that there 


ection. is 
iy penalty them to be recovered by the qui tam 


That action is for the 


Mr. TRUMBULL. $ For‘ the penalty.””) The 
fifth seetion authorizes, what ‘hhe recovery m™ 
a qui lam action of the penalty imposed by the 


feraaeial Lhe reerny lty inposed by the fourth see 


tion hasbeen collected meacemminaleun.  lathere 
any penalty left to be collect dl? 

Mr. JOUNSON. Bat that is not collected by 
he informer ‘To whom do you give uw? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. ‘There is nothing to col 
lect. ‘Yhere is no penalty after the flue has been 
pa : ling. That is the end 
of it; and then if an informer brings a qué tam 


action to recover the same yu null? that has already 


t} 


dt the criminal proceec 


been paid, the defendant shows that he ws noteub 
jeet lo any yo nalty, that he is discharged by the 
criminal proceeding. tis very mantlest to m 
that there is no trouble about it 
However, before the question is taken, [ wish 
to move to strike out the words ** the bona fide 
owner,’ in the sixteenth line of the first section 
nd | hope 
the Senator from Ohio will agree to it lt seems 
med, dis 


of the amendment ot the committee; 


to me that that section, a 


i 1} 
redit the agabs of the Government { wall sius 
athe 


lyy at ree ’ Sarre ta 


ee ee 
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the Senator from M irt has already presented. 
Suppose widow in tiny State owns some of 
the five-twi y bond nd there are many such 
cases all over the « metry she innotcollect he: 
coupons in Lilimnor are not paid in gold there. 


She sends 


them on to New York toa bank: r, and 


he collects gold for them. She does not want that 
gold; it is vot to be sent to her in Hlinois; but she 
wants it sold, andto receive the avails of it. Can 
the banker in New York sell it for her? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Certainly. 


Mr. TRUMBULL Lit us see. Is he ** the 
bona fide owner’’ of it Who owns that gold? 
Who owns the gold received ae those coupons? 
He is her agent in the city of r York to col- 
lect the coupons; he does it. — ‘he ‘‘the bona 
fide owner’ of that gold? I submit it to the Sen- 
ator trom VUiito 


Mr. SHERMAN I think that he is the owner 
for the purpose indicated, and that would be so 
held by tie Cour . 

= ekere LL Phe bona fideowner?’’ 

»- SHER \ Hie is the legal possessor 
< . purpose, “i the qualified ownership 
and can protect fie can bring an action to 
maintain his right to Nossession If we are 
going into techn ilies, he could bring an action 
of trover idler the old law for the very money, 
the identical m y he received, the particular 
pleces OF wold, ind even in that action, where the 
plammuih i ist Allie ind prove ownership, it 
would be a sufficient ownership to enable him to 
mamta the gue i 

Mr. TRUMBULL. lam aware that for cer- 
tain purposes both tlhe ilor and bailee are re- 
garded he \ property. In a cas 
of larceny, you may allege sometimes that the 
artlicie is ‘ 1one orthe otner, 

Mr. SLi iM \ ’ J case which the Sena- 
tor contemp! it embraced in the first sec- 
tien, When gold sold for cash and actually 
delivered, tt veh I aditlerence whether tit is sold 
by the owner orn ‘ The first section relates 


enti y io salcs ont sfor future delivery, 
where the money does 1 pass, lt does not 
affect a sale by \ ody is ent,or inany other 
capacity, of gold where there 1s an actual delivery 
of gold and an actual receipt of money for.-it. 
Mr. TRUMBULL Chis clause is not so, if 


I understay it he 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, Will th 


e Sena- 


tor from | tehisamendmentagain ? 

Mr. TRUMBULL | move to strike outin the 
sixteenth line of the first section of the committee’s 
amendment the word, ‘* the bona fide owner.’’ 
The langu we ol itler irt of the section for- 


bids the making of *“agy contract whatever for 


the sale, loan, or delivery of any gold coin or bul- 


lion or foreign ¢ re, ol which the person 
making ich contra hat contract? .**Any 
contract whatever for the sale, loan or delivery of 
which’? the person making the contract * shall 
notat the time of making uch contract be the 
bona fide owner in actual possession.’’ ‘That does 
not refer | k to the ale 

Mr. FESS NDE Perhaps it does not; but 


i Wantton Cth Wmneo Senator if thataffects 
jnany way the action through an attorney? Who 
im tire person that sel f Suppose lowna quan- 


uly of coin and | make the Senator my attorney 
to sell it for me,am I not the owner in actual pos- 
sessioi,and do [ not sell it though | employ him 
to make the transfer 


Mr. TRUMBULL 


because the S 


That shows the difficulty, 
nator from Ohio and the Senator 
from Maine disagr on that very point. The 
Senator from Ohio savs the banker is the actual 
owner. ‘The Senatorfrom Maine thinks the per- 


son Who sends the coupons to him is the owner, 
and the banker ts a mere agent. 
Mr. FESSENDEN B 
Mr, SELERMPAN. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. 
the words, ** th be here? 
benefit is there in having those words in? 
objection is there te 


th may be owners 
Both or either. 

Of what possible use can 
bona fide owner,”’ What 
g W hat 
» a party who has gold act- 
VW ~y st? , i 
ually in his possession selling it? You need not 
legislate in regard to that. If somebody else places 
itin his hands to : 
which the Senator from Maine takes it would be 


, then accord ng to the view 
the sale of the party really in interest, the other 
party acting as his agent. Why put in thes 
words, *‘ the bona fide owner?’ Taking the whole 
sentence together, it looks to me as requiring that 


THE 


| descriptive 


the party who makes the sale shall be the abso- 
lute owner of the property, not the agent simply. 
Il can see no possible use in retaining the words, 
‘6 


the bona fide owner;’’ and undoubtedly, if we 


rike them out, the person in actual possession 
will have a right to sell the gold, and sell it for 
the benefit of the real owner. ‘The words are 
certainly suseeptible of the construction I give 
them; and if we adopt the bill in that form I 
really think there will be difficulty. I cannot see 
any possible use in retaining the words; and if 
there is none, | hope the Senator from Ohio will 


consen » let them go out. 


Mr. SHERMAN. If those 


words be stricken | 
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| not take greenbacks. 


out, will not the language be exceedingly crude |} 


and awkward? If the Senator strikes out these 
words, he must put in some other words. ‘At 
the time of making the same be in actual posses- 


Sior t 
sicn’ —ofl 


whom? 


Mr. TRUMBULL 


‘“*Of which the person 


making such contract shall not at the time of | 


making such contract be in actual possession.”’ 
Yorhaps it would be better to strike out the words 
Perhay 

ch contract’? where they last occur and insert 


see 


a mae 
Mr. SHERMAN. Probably by inserting those 
words it would answer. 

Mr. TRUMBULL I think it would read bet- 
ter in that way. My amendment is, in line six- 
teen of the first section of the committee’s amend- 
mentto str and insert ** the 

ame;’’ and also to strike out ** the bona fide own- 
‘ yp? 

‘Theamendment to theamendment wasagreed to. 

The amendment made as in Committee of the 
W hole as amended was concurred in. 

Mr. HARRIS. I now move the same amend- 
ment which was proposed yesterday by the Sena- 
tor from New Hampshire, [Mr. CLark,] to strike 
out in the eleventh, twe Ifth, and thirteenth lines 
of the first section the words * by the manual de- 
livery of United States notes or national currency, 
1 I ask for the yeasand nays 


’ ” 
ce out **such contract 


nd not otherwise.”’ 
on thisamendment. 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 15, nays 24; as follows: 
YERAS—Messrs. Buckalew, Clark, Collamer, Cowan, 
Davis, Grimes, Harding, Harris, Henderson, Hendricks, 
Johnson, Morgan, Powell, Riddle, and Saulsbury—15. 
NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, 


little, Fessenden, Foster, Hale, Howard, Lane of Indiana, 
Lane of Kansas, Morrill, Nesmith, Pomeroy, Ramsey, Sher 
man, Sprague, Sumner, Ven Eyck, Trumbull, Van Winkle, 
Wilkinson, Willey, and Wilson—24, 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I voted against the last 
amendment proposed, and I did so for the pur- 
pose of moving areconsideration. It does seem 
to me that we are making a mistake if we refuse 
to strike out those words. The effect of it is— 
and if the Senate mean that, of course I do not 
wish totake up their time or resist their convic- 
tion—that a person having gold cannot with it 
buy a foreign bill of exchange. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Why not? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Because this provision of 
the bill provides that he shall not buy it with any- 
thing but curre ney. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
with the cold? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. He can; but will you re- 
quire a man who has the gold to go toa money- 
shaver and sell his gold for the 


Can he not buy currency 


purpose of getting 
currency, and then go with that currenc y to buy 
a bill of exchange? Shall the Government of the 
United States, which has occasion to purchase for- 
eign bills for the purpose of paying its ministers 
abroad, and has the gold to do it with, be com- 
pelled to sell the gold for paper with which to 
purchase heen bills, or may it purchase the bills 
with its gold? Itseems to me that we ought not 
to pass a bill declaring that with gold a person 
should not make a purchase of anything. 

Mr, COLLAMER. Will the gentleman indulge 
me ina suggestion? Suppose a man has a bill 
of exchange to sell, having sent produce abroad, 
and he is not willing to sell it for currency but is 
willing to sell it for gold, and a man stands by 
with the gold to buy it: that is not permitted to be 
done. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Notonly that, but it forces 
a man to submit to a double shave. i submit that 
this ought not to be done. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Perhaps the gentleman 
does not understand me. . 





srown, Conness, Dixon, Doo- | 
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| now as a part of the national currency 
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ae TRUMB ULL. [ un ved rstand the & 
If the holder of foreign exchange wou! d 
it for gold, and a man had gold to pay 


Only gs 


both p arties were agreed and w: inted te eeu 

bargain, they could not make it Sanding th 
Mr.COLLAMER. Going and gett; aa : 

backs would not do any good if the — 


man w uld 


Mr. TRUMBULL. That would , 

Sut why subjec t peop le to te necessity of hay. 
ing to sell their gold? Theol ject of the bj hr 
prevent trading in gold, and yet this f ne 
it actually c ompe Is the holde tr of gold wh +? 
have received it as interest on the bonds of + 
United States to sell it in order to purchase for. 
eign exchange. ‘al 

‘Mr. JOHNSON. Will the Senator permitme 


to ask him whether he does not consider rold 


United States? of the 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Ido, certainly, 
Mr. JOHNSON. Then, if 


it IS National cur. 


| rency, you can buy exchange with it. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 
the termsof the bill. 

Mr. JOHNSON. 
I think. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I have not the bill before 
me; but'I think the language will not justify that 
construction. . 

Mr. JOHNSON. The language is “ many] 
delivery of United States notes or national cyp. 


rency.’’ I suppose gold is national curren: y. 


Mr. TRUMBU a If it is suse: pub le of that 
construction, the difficulty is obviated; but I sup- 
posed that the words * national currency’ there 
had reference to the currency of the national 
banks we have established which has that po; us 
larname. I supposed that was the meaning of 
the phrase. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I have no doubt that the 
notes of those banks will be a portion of the na- 
tional currency; but it by no means follows that 
because they will be national currency, gold and 
silver coin will not equally be national currency, 

Mr. SHERM AN. In order to abbrey jate this 
controversy, let me read to the Senate the sec- 
tion: 

That it shall be unlawful to make any contract for the 
pure hase or sale, or for the loan or delivery, of any gold 
coin or bullion, or of any foreign exchange, at any time 
subsequent to the making of such contract, or for the pay 
ment of any sum, either fixed or contingent, in de fault of 
the delivery of any gold cvin or bullion, or of any foreign 
exchange, or upon any other terms than the immediate 
manual delivery of such gold coin or bullion, or foreign 
exchange, and the immediate payment in full of the agreed 
price thereof by the manual delivery of United States 
notes, or national currency, and not otherwise. 

This does not prevent any man from buying 
gold, silver, bullion, or foreign exchange, or any- 
thing else that he receives in hand and pays for 
with | gold or paper or horses. Under the opera 
tion of this bill he may buy anything oe tr, 
provided that thing is delivered to him in hand, 
and paid for at the time in gold, horses, wheat, 
notes, or anything he chooses. The only put- 
pose of this first section is to prevent time sales. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If the object is to pre- 
vent time sales, why say that the transaction 
shall be unlawful unless payment is made in na- 
tional currency? Do you mean to allow time 
sales if payment is made in ne papes currency? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Yes; it goes on to pro- 
vide—— o 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Then the obj ct 
prevent time sales, for if you pay in national cul 
rency you may have time. . 

Mr. SHERMAN. There is nothing in the bil 
to prevent a man from buying a bill of e xchange 
payable on time, provided he pays the money 
down for it. I have said sal ile rand over again. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like to hav the 
Senator from Ohio answer my question as to whist 
is the benefit of the words which the Senator 'rom 
New York moved to strike out, The bill accom 
plishes the obje ct which the Senator from Ohi ec 
is its design if you strike them out. By looking 
carefully at the language of the bill, it w! II be se en 
that it provides that this sale shall not take } se 
‘upon any other terms than the imme oe ema : 
ual delivery of such gold coin, or bull beds : 
eign exchange, and the imme dit ute paymentin 
of the agreed price thereof.’ W hy not sto 
there? That prevents time sales 


Mr. SHERMAN. [answered that yesterday 


I think not, ac cording to 


That is the language of jt 
> ' 


is not lo 
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186-4. 
— distinctly that if it was left there the 
ye would be made by a check, and thata 
Pye ith $1,000 in a bank in New York might 


ks tothe amountof $100,000; and thus, 








Ori ey che words that the Senator wants to strike 
Ve vce operation of the bill would be entirely 
ey) =~ You can even have your checks certi- 
evaded. 


1s and with certified checks nearly all the trans- 

ae in New York are carried on. This pro- 
. -; for the purpose of throwing impedi- 

ve in the way, and avoiding this operation of 


cking- ; 
it a great deal better than 1] can. With 
plain It & & 7 , 
yond in a bank in New York I can draw checks 
g1,000 in 
fo 
can} . 
jregented for payment, in the round-about way 
is pres 
in W 


Sly 


| can sell the gold a hundred times by actual 


TRUM BULL. I will notdiscuss it longer. 
| have stated what I think is the objection to the 
ords. 
“The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
- on the motion of the Senator from Illinois to 
reconsider the vote rejecting the amendment of the 
Senator from New York. 
7 The motion was not agreed to. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, and was read the third time. 

Mr. POWELL. 
n't e passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 23, nays 17; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Brown, Conness, Dixon, Doo 
little, Fessenden, Foster, Hale, Howard, Howe, Lane of 
Indiana, Lane of Kansas, Morgan, Morrill, Pomeroy, Ram- 


sey, Sherman, Sprague, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Van Winkle, | 


Wilkinson, and Wilson—23. 


NAYS—Messrs. Bul@ikalew, Carlile, Collamer, Cowan, | 


Davis, Grimes, Harding, Harris, Henderson, Hendricks, 
Johnson, Nesmith, Powell, Riddle, Saulsbury, Trumbull, 
and Willey—17. 


So the bill was passed. Its title was amended 


to read: “A bill to prohibit certain sales of gold | 


and foreign exchange.”? 


MASSACRE AT FORT PILLOW. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER presented for | 


reference the joint resolution (H. R. No. 65) di- 
recling the committee on the conduct of the war 
to examine into the recent attack on Fort Pillow; 
and it was read a first time by its title. 

Mr. HOWARD. I wish to have that joint res- 
olution passed upon at present. 

Mr. SUMNER. I think we had better. 

Several Senators. Let it be read.” 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The joint res- 
olution will be read the second time at rocks 

The Secretary proceeded to read, as follows: 

Resolved, §c., That the joint committee on the conduct 
ofthe war, or such members thereof as the committee may 
designate, be, and are hereby, directed to proceed at once 
to Fort Pillow, Tennessee 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I object to its consider- 
ationto-day. Letour resolution go down to them. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The joint res- 
olution will be referred to the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, 

Mr. SUMNER. The resolution of the Senate 
to-day was not joint. The Senator from Maine 
says let ours go to them. It will not go to them. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. If this can be amended 
without any debate or difficulty so as to conform 
to our resolution, I will not object. 

Mr. HOWARD. This isa positive direction 
to the committee to repair to Fort Pillow. 





Mr. FESSENDEN. That I was opposed to, | 


and | objected to its consideration. 
Mr. SUMNER. Why not strike out all after 


the re solving clause and insert our resolution, and 
send it back? 


that. 

) Mr.SUMNER. Then I move that the reso- 

oe to-day by the Senate be inserted 
er the 


enacting clause as a substitute for this. 
Mr. POWELL. Was the resolution adopted 
this morning a joint resolution ? 
Mr. SUMNER and Mr. HOWARD. No. 
® propose to substitute that for this. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 


on no objection to the consideration of the res- 
ution, 


Bs JOHNSON. I ask for the reading of the 
tsolution of the House of Representatives. 


The Senator from New York can ex- || 


100,000, and I may buy that much gold if I || 
ay for itinchecks; and before a single check | 


which they are presented through the clearing- || 


l ask for the yeas and nays | 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I have no objection to | 
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it . : - 
The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Resolved, §c., That the joint committe? on the conduct 
| of the war, or such members thereof as the committee may 

designate, be, and are hereby, directed to proceed at once to 

Fort Pillow, Tennessee, and examine into all the facts and 

circumstances attending the recent attack upon and capture 

of said fort by the rebels, and report thereon to both Houses 
| of Congress with as little delay as practicable. 

Mr. HOWARD. [move to amend the joint 
| resolution of the House of Representatives by sub- 
| stituting the resolution on the same subject passed 
by the Senate this morning 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The words to 
be inserted will be read. 

The Secretary read, as follows: 

That the joint committee on the conduct of the war be, | 
and they are hereby, instructed to inquire into the truth of 
the rumored slaughter of the Union troops aftér their sur 
render at the recent attatk on Fort Pillow, Tennessee, and 


that they report the facts to Congress as soon as possible ; 


and also whether Fort Pillow could have been sufficiently 
reinforced or evacuated, and if so, why it was not done. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The amendment was ordered to be engrossed, 
|| and the joint resolution to be read a third time. 
It was read the third time, and passed. 


The following bills from the House of Repre- | 
sentatives were severally read twice by their 
titles, and referred as indicated below: 1 

A bill (No. 183) to gecure the speedy transporta- 
| tion of the mails—to the Committee on Post Offices 
|} awed Post Roads. 

A bill (No. 406) supplementary to an act enti- | 
tled ‘An act to grant pensions,’’ approved July 
14, 1862—to the Committee on Pensions. 

A bill (No. 407) authorizing the establishment | 
of ocean mail steamship service between the Uni- | 
| ted States and Brazil—to the Committee on Post || 

Offices and Post Roads. | 

A bill (No. 408) for the relief of postmasters | 
who have been robbed by confederate forces or | 
| rebel euerrillas—to the Committee on Post Offices | 
; and Post Roads. 


| 
| HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. \| 
| 


| } 
1 LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 
| Mr. FESSENDEN. I move, merely for the | 
| purpose of having it the order of the day on Mon- 
|| day, to take up the legislative,executive, and judi- | 
|| cial appropriation bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HALE. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, April 16, 1864. 
The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer | 
| by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Cuannine. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 





| ENCOURAGEMENT OF IMMIGRATION, 
| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, by unani- | 


migration, reported a bill to encourage immigra- 
tion; which was read a first and second time by 
its title, recommitted to the committee, and, with | 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. | 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, under the in- | 
| struction of the committee, introduced a resolu- 
| tion for the printing of ten thousand extra copies | 
of the bill and report; which was referred, under | 
the law, to the Committee on Printing. 


BOUNTIES TO VOLUNTEERS. 
Mr. FENTON, by unanimous consent, pre- | 


sented the concurrent resolutions of the Legisla- | 
|| ture of New York in relation to the bounties of | 
volunteers; which were referred to the Commit- 

| tee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. | 


MILITARY RAILROADS. 
Mr. RANDALL, of Kentucky, by unanimous 


| consent, introduced the following resolution; 
\| which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Whereas the President of the United States, in his mes- 
sage to Congress, December 3, 1861, used the following 


language: “1 deem it of importance that the loyal regions 
of East Tennessee and western North Carolina ee he 


connected with Kentucky and other faithful parts 











road as speedily as possible. Kentucky no doubt will co- 
operate, and through her Legislature make the most judi- 
|| cious selection of a Jine. The northern terminus must con- 


| nect with some existing railroad, and whether the route | 


shall be from Lexington or Nicholasville to Cumberland 


the | 
| Union by railroad. lt therefore recommend as a military | 
| measure that Congress provide for the construction of such | 
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Gap, or from Lebanon to the Tennessee line in the diree- 
tion of Knoxville, or on some still different route, can easily 
be determined. Kentucky and the General Government 
cooperating, the work can be completed in a very shert 
time; and when done, it will be net only of vast present 
usetulness, but also a valuable petinancnt improvement, 
worth its cost in allthe future.’” And whereas the wisdom 
of that recommendation and the absolute necessity for such 
road has been mace manifest by the great diffieulty and 
enormous cost in transporting Army supplies, &e , from 
Cincinnati and the interiorof Kentucky to Cumberland Gap 
and East Tennessee; and whereas different routes have 
been surveyed and fotind practicable -and the Legtstarure 
of Kentucky has resolved that a route crossing Cumber- 
land river above the falls should be adopted: Therefore, 
Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs in- 
quire into the necessity and expediency of the construction 
of a railroad for military and other purposes, as recom- 
mended by the President in his message of December 3, 


| 1861; and that they report by bill or otherwise. 


NEVADA. 


Mr. ASHLEY, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sented the memorial of the Legislative Assembly 
of the Territory of Nevada, asking for an amend- 
ment of their organic act; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Territories, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. ASHLEY also, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill to amend the ninth section of an 
act entitled “An act to organize the Territory of 
Nevada;’’ which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Territories. 


TAX UPON TOBACCO. 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, by unanimous con- 
sent, presented the concurrent resolutions of the 


Legislature of Missouri in reference to taxing te- 
bacco in that State; which were referred to the 


| Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to 


be printed. 
NORTHEASTERN DEFENSES. 

Mr. RICE, of Maine. I ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to present resolutions of the 
State of Maine relative to the protection of her 
northeastern frontier. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Let the resolutions be read. 

The resolutions were read. 

Mr. HARRINGTON. Are those resolutions 
before the House? 

TheSPEAKER. Not without unanimous con- 
sent, butit has always been customary t= receive 
resolutions from a State and to order that they be 
printed. 


Mr. HARRINGTON. I object. 


NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. STEVENS, by unanimousconsent, moved 
that the amendments of the Senate to the Navy 
appropriation bill be taken from the Speaker's 
table and referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 


GENERAL ROBERT ANDERSON. 


. 


Mr. KERNAN, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sented resolutions of the State of New York, ask- 


the retired list of the Army with full pay; which 
were referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, and ordered to be printed. 


| CHARLES B. SHIRLEY. 


| Mr. A. W. CLARK. I ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to report from the Commit- 
| tee of A@@ounts the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be direeted to 
pay out of the contingent fund to Charles B. Shirley for 
service as messenger $750, the same being for six months’ 
service from May 1, 1858; said Shirley toreceive the same 
in full payment of his claim for $2,813 88 presented to the 
Cominittee of Accounts. 
Mr. HOLMAN. We ought to have some ex- 
planation of this matter. 
Mr. DAWES. If there is to be debate 1 must 
object. 
| Mr. HOLMAN. And 1 object until we have 
a full explanation of the matters 


| 
| mous consent, from the special committee on im- } ing that General Robert Anderson be placed upon 
| 
| 


SEVENTH-CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT VIRGINIA. 
Mr. DAWES. I rise to a question of privi- 


lege. I callup the case of Mr. Kitchen, claiming 
to represent the.seventh congressional district of 
Virginia. 

‘The Clerk read the resolution reported from 
the Committee of Elections, as follows: 

Resolved, That B. M. Kitehen is not entitled to a seat in 
this House asa Representative in the Thirty-Eighth Con- 
gress from the seventh congressional district In Virginia. 


|| Mr. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, the question un- 


| 
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der conside tion 


is of the greatest importatce, 
and demand 


s the serious attention of the House. 


It is a question involving the interest and lives, 


present and future, of over one hundred thousand 
inhabitants of the Government of the United 
States. 

In the view I have taken, differing from the 
Cominittee of Elections and presenting a minor- 
ity report, | have been eruide d i y the grave idea 
cutcrtained by me all the time since this war be- 


ran, that no State which had composed a part of 


the Union was at this time, or had been at any 
time, out of the Union; and that whenever the 
urms of the Government had reasserted its au- 
thority tn auy poruion ofa State, that State ,Orat 
: control and 
Not only that, 
the loyal people of that section thus re- 


least that portion of it, was withiu the 
jurisdiction of the Government. 
lhut that 


deemcd from the power of the insurgents by the 


urms of the Government had a right to assemble 
i mise! ve 3 together ud xjpre s their preference Ss 
» far representauion is concerned, and were 


entiied to the great privilege of being heard in 
the Ccouncus of the nation. 

We all know, sir, at what time and under what 
circunistanees this State of Virginia, ora portion 
ol the people of V irginia, unde rtook to repud ate 
the Government of the United States and take the 
State out of the Union. We all know the tr 
nendous conflret which has been waged on the 

oiloft thatState. We know that there thearmies 
of the rebeilion and the armies of the Union have 
met, have fought,and have alternated in their vic- 
turies and defeats. ‘hese terrible and almost un- 
paralleled conflicts were the result of misguided 
and insane legislation and ordinances on the partof, 
us | believe, am ijority of the people of Virginia. 
Yetthe minority, lying behind and inactive and un- 
heard in these great movements, had their rights 
privilegos under the Constutuuon and Govern- 
ment,and though kept down and oppressed by re- 


belliou and treason for a time, when the arms of the 


Government reached beyond them and encircled 
them in their powerful arms, this loyal people, 
these nobleand patriotic men had a rightand ought 


to be heard. 
committed 


by the whole State of Virginia, or ra- 
ther when there was but one State; now there are 


ltisnotmy pur pan ‘ here to discuss the propriety 
or impropriety of the division of that St ite, butto 
consider it asa fact that there are two States, 
West Virginia and Virginia. Both States are 
recognized by the Government, both are organ- 
ized, both are acting. ‘There are to-day in both 
branches of Congress representatives from the 
State of West Virginia. ‘There are the represent- 
auivestfthe other branch; there are here three Rep- 
resentatives, ‘There is her Legislature, her judi- 
ciery,allthe necessary machine ry to carry on and 
tomake heraState. ‘The State of Virginia is the 
old State with West Virginia cut off. She, too, 
has her Governor, her Lieutenant Governor, her 
Levislature, her judiciary, and all the machinery 
requisite to make hera State. She has her Si ne 
itor. She had her two Senators One of them 


Her Li fis- 


h died during the present session. 
li 


wure, Which will meet again ina few days, will, | 


as - understand, proceed to elect a successor to 
Mr. Bowden. The Government at Waghiffeton 
nized the State of Virginia as a State, 
the Legislature at Alexandria as the Legislature 
of Virginia, the judges on the bench as the judges 
of Virginia. The magistrates and shevitls and 
constables and all the other officers of that State 
ure recognized as the legal officers of Virginia. 

Not only that, but the Government has gone 
on to collect its taxes. It has gone on to collect 
its revenue, and makes the State of Virginia puy 
into the ‘Treasury of the United Suutes a propor- 
tional rs for the maintenance of the Govern- 
ment. I ask by what authority the Government 
exercises that jurisdiction over any portion of the 
people of Virginia, holding them responsible for 
the revenues of the Government, holding them 
responsible for laws enacted by Congress and not 
providing them representation upon the floors of 
Congrees. 

This election which was held for Representa- 
tives to this Congress was according to the law of 
Congress. The requirements of the Constitution 
had been fulfilled. ~The State had been appor- 
tioned and Jatd off into districts according to the 
census of 1860. ‘The Legislature of Virginia and 


oaAs rec 


THE (¢ 


‘This de sperate ac tof secession was 


NGRESSION 


the Congress of the United States conceded that 
Virginia was entitled to her representation here 
just as much as to her representation in the Le- 
vislature of the State. ‘he State of Virginia, 
under that law, and in obedience to the request 
of the people, through their Representatives in 
Congress, met in May, 1863, to clect their Rep- 
utatives. ‘There were four or five candidates 
for the office of Representative in that district, 
Mr. McKenzie, whose case has been heard and 
decided, was one; Mr. Kitchen was another; Mr. 
Upton another; Mr. Gallagher another; Mr. 
lr. Massey another. The 
district was composed of the counties of Alexan- 
drin, Berkeley, Frederick, Shenandoah, Jeffer- 
son, Clarke, Warren, Loudoun, Fauquier, Fair- 
fax,and Prince William. ’ 
Now, sir, the ae 
report is before the House, 


res 


Miner anothe r, and 


of Elections, whose 

us given, In my judg- 
ment, one of the most ental eXpressions 
which ever emanated from a Committee of Elec- 
tions. While I have the highest regard for, and 
while Iregretto differ from that committee, Limust 
say I believe justice and rightare with me 
Iam bold to advocate the claim of Mr. 


: hence 
Kitehe Nn. 


I stand here alone to defend his rights, and the 
rights of the people cf the seventh congressional 
district of Virginia. ‘The committee were not 


settled or determined as to the conclusions they 
came to In this report from the evidence before 
them. The r port States: 

“The committee fouud some difficulty in coming to a 
decision upon this question; but the conclusion to which 
they have arrived, alter a careful consideration, they now 
submit tothe Llouse. 

‘The case comes so near towhatseems to be the divid 
ing line, as established by tue preeedents of the last House 
in similar cases, and the judgment of this committee in 
the cause of Joseph Segar, heretofore reported to the House, 
that the difficulty lics in determining upon which side ol 
that line it falls.’’ 


The election was held in six of the cluven coun- 
ties composing that district. Hence a majority 
had to a rreater or less extent voted, Some en- 
tirely, others to alessextent. The fact was that 
a majority of the counties voted. It is also true 
that a majority of the electors were in those coun- 
tics. 

The committee has come to a conclusion with 
difficulty, yet they offer this report. They had 
doubt whether to adinit Mr. Kitchen or any other 
man to represent the seventh congressional dis- 
trict of Virginia. ‘They say thatthey found dif- 
ficulty in coming toa conclusion on this question, 
They knew from the census which we had-before 
us that the countics coumnins the seventh dis- 
trict of Virginia had a population of white and 
black of 147,621. T he counties that voted in part, 
orentire, had a population of white and black of 
81,195. ‘Those are the facts. What does the 
Constuutution say? 


* Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned 
amony the several States which may be included within 


this Union, according to their respective numbers, which | 
shall be determined by adding to the whole number of free 


persous, including those bound to service for a term of 
years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of ail 
other persous.”? 

Now, sir, there were in the seventh congres- 
sional district of Virginia this number of people, 
white and black, including slaves, which entitled 
them to representation in the Congress of the 
United States. Yet there was nothing before the 
committec, there was nothing in the report, and 
there was nothing in the petition of either of the 
gentlemen which indicated that the whole people 
ot six counties could not have voted. The whole 


district was under rebel jurisdiction once, and no | 


man could vote there; but when this election was 
held more than one half had the right to vote. 
Yet, say the eight other members of the commit- 
tcc, they could not vote, 

tL know that the chairman of the committee 
argued in the few remarks he made awhile ago, 
and will argue in his conclusion, that the raids 
and difficulties that were apprehended in that dis- 
trict on the part of Union men prevented them 
from voting. But, sir, that 
cious; there is nothing in it, 
five >: in a county who had the moral cour- 
arre ome to the polls and cast their votes for 
a candidate who had offered himself, while there 
wus no disturbance existing to prevent five lhun- 


dred more from doing it, are the five to be held re- | 


sponsible for the failure of the others to do their 
duty? Or, sir, is not it the true rule that if they 


could have voted and failed to do so, they must |! 


AL GL OBE. 


abide by the aa cision of ‘ibe five who « 


| armies which 


easoning is falla- | 
If there. were but | 
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the moral courage to go and cast their yor im 
Vou ; 
maintain their rights as citizens? . 


{Mr. Smiru here gave way for other by 
the introduction ofa bili from the Se rete _ c. 
sequently this case was called up by . 
chairman of the Committee of I ections } 

The SPEAKER. The gentlem: in fro a aK 
tucky [Mr. Smira] is entitled to the floor 
eas his speech, he having al ready occ, 
fifteen minutes of his hour. — 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, | 
to occupy much of the time of the 
morning on this case. | will merely py; 
facts connected with it, that the Hous ma 


r Dames 


intelligently on the subject. I should not ¥ ant 
thing were it not for the great principle, as |, 
ceive, involved in the question as to whether My 
Kitchen is entitled to a seat upon this floor, 
‘he House will remember | have alr: 1d v stated 
that six out of the elevencountics com x 
seventh congressional district of Vire . . 


pated toa greater orlesseXtentin this i 
there were between two and three thousand 
cast; and that there was no eviderice to sho: 
the entire vote of the counties could not} 
cast. The only question upon whit 

be doubt as to whether this man is entitled 
seat js, Whether the county of Berkeley 


ey, cor S- 


ing a part of this district, is in the State of Vir. 
vinia or the State of West Virginia. | There was 
a vote on the 3d of May to carry ty 


Berkeley into West Virginia; tela the: 
been no action on the part of Virginia, or We: 
Virginia, or Congt ess to transfer Berkeley to 


West Virginia. ; 
The majority of this committee, in discussing 


this question, state: * 
“The act of Congress admitting West Virginia in: 


Union enumerates the counties of the old State whi 
compose the new one—and Berkeley is not one of 
Congress has never consented to the transter ot 

of Berkeley from the one State to the other, and » 
that consent iteannot be done. Berkeley county j 
fore still a part of the old State of Virginia. They 
Berkeley county must consequently be counted int 
unless there be some other and valid objection to it 


Now, the committee have ad: nitted that t] 
county was a part of the district, t and that a vote 
was cast in that district fora Representative tot 
Congress. ‘The objection urged by the commit. 
tee, that the great troubles growing out of the war 
that the occupation of Virginia by the tremendous 

fk occupied Virginia before, and to 


’ 


some extent since that election, made a eer ™ 
tion at that period impossible. It is an important 
fact, which has already been stated, and whi 

presented in this report, that ina large majority 
of these counties the polls were regularly 0; i, 
and a majority of the people voted, and the fret 
that the entire vote of the district was not cast is 
no reason why Mr. Kitchen should be excluded. 


We have adopted since the war begun more thar 


| one precedent directly in point, end men now oc- 


cupy seats upon this floor who received buta very 
small number cf votes in their districts in conse- 
quence of the rebellion. My colleague on my right 
[Mr. ANDERSON] reeeived but a small vote com 
paratively in his district, and his predecessor te 
ceived a much smaller vote than wy colleague re- 


| ceived. I believe that he had only some four: five 


hundred votes altogether. And yet he came here 


with a certificate, as authorized by law, from th 
Governor of Kentucky, and was 


{ rdmitted and 


| sworn in without any question whatever. 


There were troubles in the first district of Soa n- 
ae at the time of the election of Mr. Casey 
far greater than prevailed in this district at the 
time these votes were cast for Mr. [Kitchen. A 


provisional rovernment had been setup mt 


|| State, and a legislature had been called fot Ube 


purpose of recognizing the southern con acyy 
and in that district men went boldly to the p ais 
and cast their votes for the election of a memver 


| of the congress of the southern confederacy. As 


I remarked, but four or five hundre dl votes ina 
the counties and in all the precincts of that "Ba 
trict were cast foramember of this Congr ss. But 
asmall por tion of the district vote d for Mr. Casey) 


| and yet he came here as a legal Representauve 


of Kentucky. 


The majority of this committee say that his 
h a his 
very home is occupied by the enemy; (iat! 


house was plundered and burned; that tis pr 
erty was destroyed, and that therefore the ¢ 
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» was so great that no fair election could 
Ure od that there is no evidence that Mr, 
. ie the choice of the majority of the 
» colleague, [Mr. AnpERson ?] He, too, 
cdriven from his home. He, too, had his house 
‘hed and plundered by raiders from cellar to 
“Aud not only that, but he was compelled 
‘his home long before the assembling of 
cress for fear of raiders into his district, 


iB 


‘have been compelled to fice from their 
consequence of the fear of rebel incur- 
1 ther districts. Such, I believe, is the 
= the case of my colleague, [Mr. Harpine.} 

so the fact in respect to members on 


mies in 


. aa from Western Virginia. Notonly have 
bey been compelled to flee from their homes, 

“the people of Western Virginia were for a 
ong ume unable to say whether they would fall 
. sily within the power of the southern coufed- 


eracy or whether they would be allowed to remain 
viveet to the lawful authorities of the country. 

Now, sir, here are two thousand good men, 
' - meg, truemen, men who have never yielded 
viance to the southern confederacy atall, 


Su 


who bave come up at this election and cast their 
votes for & Representative on this floor. ‘These 


eople have time and again repudiated the svuth- 
»ra confederacy. They have opposed by their 
yoes, by their money, and by their arms, the 
cess of the southern confederacy. They dared, 


1 


“Well, sir, is not the same fact true in the | 


when the polls were opened, to go and cast their } 


yotes without any certainty that that act would | 


not brug upon them the nextday the rebel army, 
without knowing whether their homes would not 
be desolated for that act. ‘They did it when the 
revel army was but a short distance from them 
on one side, whem our Army was on the other 

le, and with every prospect before them that 
their counties were to become the battle-ground 
ofthe two contending armies. Yet with decorum, 
they dared to come to the polls and vote for au 
inconditional, an unyielding, and uncompromis- 

ely yal man to come here to represent that 
Siate in Congress. This district of Virginia has 
paid into the Treasury of the State and of the 
United States hundreds and thousands of dollars 
for the benefit of the Government; and a portion 
of the money now coming from Virginia into the 
Treasury of the United States is distributed among 
the members on this floor as their salaries, And 
yet while they are paying into the Treasury their 
money, the result of their labor, and are doing it 


willingly and cheerfully, they, it seems, are not to | 


be permitted to have a man to represent them, to 
speak for them, and to ask that their rights in this 
country may be sustained. ‘They have their rep- 


resentatives in the other end of the Capitol; they 


| 


Alexandria, Berkeley, Frederick, 
| Clarke, Warren, L 


I . ~») rue, Mr. Speaker, that others upon || 


*3. That the district was composed of the counties of 
Shenandoah, Jefferson, 
mitoun, Fauquier, Fairfax, and Prince 
William, and that votes were cast for several candidates 
to represent said district in Uuis Congress, in the following 
counties, lo Wit: 


S he = s 

‘ / e 3 - be = e 

Sounties. a S co = > 2 

Sb bul 2 13a tele 

ah i o = 

Alexandria ......... Q52) Al 6! 11 I l 

Pee Ss XK oVits ives 7S) 35 120 - - 

Prince William..... 49 - . 
SO ree 3 2 
DOMCTOOM: osanncoccees 33 | 1} 5i 252 
BPUURUEN sos sacks ves 2 7 730 3 

Total votes.......| 716 lil 952 268 l l 


* Total votes cast in distriet, 


“And that in the vote cast Mr. Kitchen received the 
largest number of any one of the candidates; and therefore, 
if any one is entided to a seat on this floor, Mr. Kitchen is 
that one, 

* The committee have by a majority reported adversely to 


2.059. 


| Mr. Kitchen, which the undersigned begs leave to dissent 


from because of the following reasons: there are cleven 
counties in the seventh district of Virginia. Six of said 
counties, Alexandria, Fairfax, Prince William, Loudoun, 
Jefferson, and Berkeley, voted at the last State general 
election to a greater or less extent for State officers as well 
as for members of Congre Some of these counties voted 
alinost their entire vote; in others the vote Was small, not 
because there was absolute interference, or constant pos- 


1 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


1675 


clear majority of the votes cast in his district, 
and certainly he ought to be permitted to take 
his seat; and [hope this Llouse will have the fair- 
ness, justice, and libe rality, looking to all the eir- 


cumstances surrounding the case, looking at the 


| action of the people, looking to the desire of the 


session by the rebels, or such an invasion on the day the | 


election was held as to prevent qualified loyal men from 
going to the polls. There were raids, itis true; first the 
one and the other of the two armies in that section sent 


| armed troops in smaller or greater numbers over the coun 


have their Governor, their Legislature, and all | 
theirmunicipal officers, and those men were elected | 


by the sama votes, at the same time, and under 
the same circumstances. 


ognized Governor Pierpont as Governor of Vir- 
ginla, and it has recognized the Legislature and 


The Government has | 
recognized that State; the Government has rec- || 


convention which met at Alexandria as the legiti- || 


mate Legislature and convention of that State. 
Now, sir, I will not detain the House longer 


than to read seme of the facts in this case, and 
Ww.’ as the gentleman from West Virginia [Mr. 


HALEY) desires to be heard, I will yield to him. 
l consider this a question of vast importance, and 
one of vast interest to Virginia and to the whole 
country, being no less than the right of represent- 
auon where the Government has assumed the 
right of (axing them and compelling them to pay 
tieir money into the Treasury. If that be true, 
When a majority of that people come here and 
esk that their Representative shall have a seat 
upon this floor, it is the duty of this Congress to 
give that right and admit that Representative 
Upon this four. I will read an extract from the 
report L have already made setting forth the facts 
IN this case: 


nana Onumitsee of Elections, after considering the con- 
a lection case of Lewis McKenzie vs. B. M. Kitchen, 
onan 7 oth congressional district of Virginia, unani 
papers : agreed to” the following points presented in the 
“1. Tha 
In this case w 


as held, was within the State of Virginia and 
the seventh e } " B 


“9 "Th: ngressional district. 

Huuse « ck Lewis McKenzie is not entitled to a seat in the 

Gunae tepresentatives of the Thirty-Eighth Congress 
m the seventh district of Virginia. 


t the county of Berkeley, at the time the election | 


\| 


j 


try; and it was said men were alraid to vote because of 
consequences that might follow; yet some did vote; and 
as a few did risk the consequences, and cast their votes for 
the various candidates presented, others or all might have 
done the same. Because a inajority refused or failed to 
exercise that right, itis no reason why those who did should 
be deprived of their representation in this Congress. 

* Again, according tu the census of 186 
posing the seventh district of Virginia had a population of 
white and black of 147,621. The counties that voted in 
part, or eutire, had a population of white and black of 
81,895. 

“Thus itis shown that a majority of the counties, and 
a majority of the people, were withinsubstantially the Fed 
eral lines and the jurisdiction of the authorities of the Gov 
ernment, and there is no evidence on file, nor was there 
any oral testimony before the committec, showing any 
military interference on the part of the United States such 
as to prevent the free and full vote of all qualified voters, 
nor on the part of the rebelsin the counties just belore men- 
tioned. ‘Therefore the rule as laid down iu the case of Mr. 
Segar, from the district of the same State, does not apply 
here; for while itis true thatin some of the counties there 
was but one district or precinct opeued for voting, there 
was no evidence that other precincts couldaot lave been 
opened, vor was there any evidence that precincts could 
not have been opened in-all- those countics where votes 
were taken ; but itwas stated by the contesting parties that 
there was great fear or indifference on the part of the vot 
ing population, because of damage and trouble that might 
follow. It was not shown, however, that any man, or any 
number of those who did vore at this election, have suffered 
in consequence of their conduct and avowed purpose to 
adhere to the Government 

& The Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and members of 
the Legislature of Virginia were voted forin the same coun 
ties, and about in the same proportion that candidates for 
Congress were voted for. These State officers have been 
qualified, and all have entered upon their duties under the 
State organization recognized by the Government of the 
United States, and all their actsand doings are now recog 
nized as valid and constitutional; and the Legislature of 


the counties com- 


Virginia, a portion of whose members were elected at the | 


same time Mr. Kitchen was, and in the same manuer, are 
proceediug to ciect a United States Senator, and also to pass 
laws for the government of the State of Virginia, to collect 
taxes and revenue; and the State is paying into the United 


loyal people of that State wo come back inte the 
Union, to adhere to it, teomaintain it under all 
circumstances; Isay LI trust this House will have 


| the fairness, justice, and liberality to give him a 


seat upon this floor. 

Imagine your own State and your own people 
in the same condition with the people of Virginia 
here to-day, and then see if you can deny the right 
of representation to that people who have been 


| trodden down and oppressed to this very moment, 


and who, at the very first moment they could 
breathe freely, fairly and honestly declared. their 
choice by the election of this man by a larger 
vote than was given to a Represe utative of that 
State who wasadmitted asa Representative on this 
floor during the last Congress. 

Mr. DAWES. When was that? 

Mr. SMITH. LI know that Virginia had a Rep- 
resentative upon this floor, and that with a far less 
vote than was cast in this case; and that vote, too, 
not a yote of a majority of the people, not a vote 
ofa majority of the county, buta vote cast where 


| they could cast them. 


Therefore | hope when the [louse comes to a 
vote upon this question, they will say that Mr. 
Kitchen is entitled toa seat here. 

Mr. WHALEY. Mr. Spe aker, I do not de- 
sign to occupy the time of this House at length; 
but L would consider myself unworthy to be the 
Representative of a loyal and suffering people 
were [to remain silent on this occasion; and I 
wish to call the attention of members of this 
Llouse to some historical facts from the begin- 
ning of this unholy war up to the present ume, 
especially to those which relate to my unhappy 
State. L hope you will bear with me patiently 
while | hasten to give the reasons why I consider 
Mr. Kitchen, with the other Representatives from 
Virginia, entitled to a secaton this floor; and L as- 
sure you that I am actuated only by the principles 
of justice and rightin making this shortappeal for 
yourconsideration on this very important subject, 

ln the winter of 1860 the Legislature of Vir- 


ginin passed anactcallinga convention to assem- 





ble in the city of Richmond to consider the rela- 
tions of the State toward the Federal Government. 


Seven States had already by their own act with 


States Treasury large sums of money to sustain the life and | 


independence of the Government at this time, as ithas done 
heretofore. 

“From the foregoing reasons, and many others, the un 
dersigned has thought proper to offer a minority report, with 
the following: 

“Resolved, That B. M. Kitehen is entitled to a seat in 
the Thirty-Eighth Congress as a Representative from the 
seventh congressional district of Virginia.” 

Now, these are the facts summed up ina few 
words; and | defy any man upon this floor to 
give a valid reason why he isnot entitled toa seat 
here. [f there ever wasa case during this rebel- 
lion where a people were entitled to representa- 
tion here, it is evidently in this case. The only 
grgund upon which the committee acted was that 
from the fact that majority of the peoplegp the 
district did not vote, therefore they con@Mided 
that Mr. Kitchen probably was not the choice of 
that district. The prima facie evidence is that he 
was the choice, because they did not vote against 
him. They had the right, they had the privi- 
lege, they had the liberty to vote, but they de- 


drawn from the Federal compact, and attempted 
to establish a separate and independent nation- 
vlity. ‘The said act of the Legislature provided 
that upon the same day the vote was taken for 
the election of delegates to said convention the 
qualified voters of the State should decide whether 
or not the acts of this convention should be re- 
ferred back to them for ratification or rejection, 
‘The question before them was reference or no ref- 
erence; and the people of Virginia, so fearful were 
they of the designs of the Legislature, and so 
jealous of their rights as freemen, rallied as true 
patriots, and by a majority unparalleled in the 
history of the State, reaching eighty thousand, 
decided that the proceedings of the convention 
should be referred back to them. 

D ivention met in the city of Richmond 
in ary, 1861, and the devoted patriotism 
there shown by a large portion of our delegates 
is well known to the country,and the speeches 
made by many of them in behalf of the Unior. 


| for true and unselfish loyalty equaled the best ef- 


forts of our fathers in the revolutionary struggle, 
and will live in the history of this fearful contest 


| for a nation’s life down to the latest generation. 


Many stood firm as friends of the Union until 
South Carolina and other States poured thousands 
of their murderous rabble into the city, filing 
every hotel and even the streets, and who sur- 
rounded the hall in which the convention was held, 
threatening to hang them if they did not pass 
an unconditional ordinance of secession imme- 
diately; and many of the bravest, who had hith- 
erto battled manfully against those who were at- 
tempting to destroy and blot out foreve: from the 
map of nations this great Repugles quailed before 
the fearful storm which was then raging through- 


| out the city like an epidemic, and were swept into 


clined doing it; and Mr. Kitchen is here with a || 


the vortex of secession, and comvelled to send 
forth their sons to fightin an unholy war agaist 
their own countrymen, as well as to drive the 
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loyal citizens from the polls, to deprive them of 
the right of suffrage in casting their votes against 
the ordinance which the convention was com- 
pelled to pass, 
brave soldiers been sent to Richmond and ar- 
rested the conspirators in the convention and pro- 


Then, sir, had a regiment of our | 


tected the loyal citizens in the exercise of the rigtrt | 


of suffrage, Virginia would not have been the 
battle-ground for the last two years, and would 
this day be considered as loyal as Maryland, Ken- 
tucky, or Missouri. 

It ws a well-known fact that troops on their way | 
to defend the capital of the nation were shot down 
on the 19th of April in the streets of Baltimore, and 
a reign of terror existed in that city for three days | 
equaled only by that in Richmond; and, sir, had 
not Governor Hicks, supported by the Federal 
Government, stood firm and refused to assemble 
the Legislature thereby depriving the secessionists 
of the power to call a convention, Maryland would 
have been mobbed out of the Union, and thou- 
sands of her Joyal citizens, as well as her loyal 
Representatives on this floor, would to-day feel the 
same mortification that the loyal men of Virginia 
are compelled to endure. 
Administration in arresting Marshal Kane and | 
the traitorous leaders of the secession party in the | 
Legislature gave the loyal people of that State 
time torally, and once more raise the insulted flag 
ofourcountry, which had been torn down in every 
part of the city. The loyal people of that State 
were then permitted to assemble free and untram- 
meted at the polls and elect true and loyal men to 
office. And it is a high gratification, not only to | 
the loyal people of that State, but of the United 
States, to know that her Representatives here have 
done their full duty in sustaining the Government 
in its efforts toend this unholy war, and conquer 
a peace which will be perpetual. 

I need not say that the traitorous Governor of 
Kentucky, aided by Buckner and others, at- 
tempted to call a convention, but the members of | 
the Legislature having already learned the terri- 
ble effects of secession in the old mother State, | 
where the brave and the true were battling with 
the brave and the false, refused to comply with 
the wishes of the leading traitors of that State 
Kentucky was held in check by her position of 
neutrality until her people saw and fully realized | 
the designs of those who were attempting to dis- | 
rupt every tie which held these States together, 
and the innumerable sufferings which secession 
would entail upon them, when they rallied around 
the banner of their country and drove back the | 
conspirators who wodld pull down this temple | 
of freedom, and thus saved themselves from the | 
dishonor of becoming one of the seceded States. 

The secessionists of Missouri also attempted to 
drag herinto this unholy conspiracy. Claiborne 


| 


Jackson, then Governor of that State, was organ- || 


izing an army for that purpose, and had succeeded 
to a considerable extent, when the gallant and 
brave Lyon marched to their camp and made | 
prisoners of them all. The Governor was com- | 
pelled to flee from the capital of his State, but he | 
issued a proclamation, and, aided by Price and | 
others, gathered around him a large army, and 
the soil of Missouri has been reddened with the | 
blood of her best citizens, and been the battle- | 
ground of the most stubborn and obsti a- | 
tests for victory in this war. The flame e- | 
bellion were kindled and swept like a whirlwind | 
over the State. Thousands of her citizens de- 
serted their country in the hour of its sorest trial, | 
| 
{ 
} 





and when it needed all its strong arms and stout 
hearts to strike in its defense. Atone time nearly 
the whele State was overrun by the followers of 
Jackson and Price, and the Legislature passed an 
act of secession, and congressmen and senators 
were elected to the so-called confederate States. 
But there was a brave and loyal portion of the 


of our soldiers, seized the helm of State and pi- 
loted her back into a safe harbor under the pro- 
tecting arm ofthis great Government. And, sir, 
had it not been for the well-timed act of the la- 
mented Lyon, and the protection afforded by our 
armies, led on to victory by General Sigel, aided 
by the loyal Gerggans of that State, Missouri 
might to-day have*éccupied the same position as | 
Virginia. The convention in that State elected | 
Governor Gambleand reorganized their State gov- | 
ernment, and Representatives were elected by the 
loyal citizens from some districts where there re- 


i 

people of Missouri who, aided by the protection ! 
i 

| 








| 


| right of representation, which never before has 
been denied to the loyal people of any State in | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


| 


| tory of a brave and fallen people. 


i} 
Pie timely act of the || 


| try. 


| 
| 
} 
| 


| Gene 


| 


| patriotism shown by the loyal people of Mary- 


mained as few loyal citizens as the districts which | by the fathers who threw off 
_ bound them to Great Britain for 
| ple—that taxation and represe 


have sent Representatives here from Virginia, 
now claimants for seats in this House. 

Such was the condition of affairs in these States 
while the loyal men of Virginia had already sent 
their delegates to a convention to restore the State 
government, and sent three Representatives to 
Congress, and elected United States Senators to fill 
the places vacated by traitors, and sent twenty 
regiments of her brave sons forth to battle fora 


her people are without a parallel in this war, and | 
the faithful historian will give them a bright page 
in the nation’s history. 

And while the nation may well be proud of the 


land, Kentucky, and Missouri, let it be remem- 
bered that the loyal people of Virginia set a most | 
noble example by rallying around the nation’s 
standard, and resolving to be free from secession 
bondage or lay down their lives in defense of their 
liberties and leave nothing remaining but the his- 


loyal citizens of poor old demented Virginia, the | 
mother of States and statesmen, a name around 
which there is such hallowed recollections and 


so many memories clustering associated with the || 


American heart by a thousand ties that time or | 
folly can never blot out, to be told that they are 
to have no voice in the national couneil? 

We find that the loyal people of three districts 
of Virginia assembled at the polls on the fourth 


Thursday in May last, surrounded by privation || to, and should have, all the rights and immunities 


and danger, and elected their Representatives on | 
the day prescribed by the constitution of Virginia, | 
framed in 1858, and which never has been changed | 
by theirloyal Legislature. Atthat election there 
were 2,059 votes cast, of which Mr. Kitchen re- 
ceived a majority. Being duly elected, then, ac- 
cording to the laws and constitution of the State 
of Virginia, why should he be excluded from a 
seat on this floor? It is truethatthe full strength | 
of the district was not brought out at the polls, 
nor could it be expected when the remaining | 
voters were conscripted to fightagainst their coun- | 
Because the remaining voters are in open | 
rebellion, and consequently did not vote, will that 
justify you in refusing a representation here to 
2,059 loyal citizens who have periled life and prop- 
erty by their devotion to the Union cause? 

This election has developed many of the grand- 
est and noblest examples of patriotism in the an- 
nals of history. Consider, sir, that thousands of | 
her loyal people have abandoned their once happy 
homes, where they had wealth sufficient three 
years ago to last them and their posterity down 
to the third generation, and are now scattered | 
over the loyal States, reduced to absolute poverty, 
rather than abandon the Ggvernmentand be com- 
pelled to march under atraitorous flag. And now | 
are the thousands of loyal citizens, who have re- 
mained at their homes in the midst of danger to 
preserve and sustain the free Government framed 
by their illustrious statesmen, to be deprived of 
the right of representation on this floor and com- 
pelled to regard themselves as out of the Union? 
Thousands of their loyal sons have gone forth 
to battle side by side with the sons of New Eng- 
land, the Empire State, Pennsylvania, and the 
great Northwest, and laid down their lives side 
by side with them, and their bones now lie min- 
gied together at Bull Run, South Mountain, An- 
tietam, and Gettysburg. And if their loyal friends 
in Virginia are to be deprived of the right of rep- 
resentation, then let the news go over the wires 
this evening to the fathers and brothers of the 
soldiers from other States that their own Repre- 
sentatives in this House have deprived their loyal 
friends in Virginia of the rights guarantied to 
every freeman, and that it is their policy to re- 
duce them to a condition worse than a terriiorial 
dependency, for even a Territory has a right to 
send a Delegate here, with all the privileges of a 
member to offer bills, resolutions, make speeches, 
and only deprived of the right of voting. 

Gentlemen will consider that there isa lov 
State garecoment in Virginia, recognized by th 
Government, and that the people of these 
districts are subjected to taxation and conscrip- 
tion. And the important question to be decided 
by this House is whether they are to have the 
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a Government founded upon the prineip 
people were to choose their own represe 
And this principle has been advoc 
tained by all the great statesme 


nt; and the 
to the lov; 
I hope the weintlenn loyal 
this floor will pause and reflect before ibe seas 
their votes in favor of a policy that wil] iiomas 
or later change the form of this Government as 
make us a degraded and oppressed people, , 

If it is the policy of a majority of this Hoye 
to deny to the loyal people of these districts the 
right of representation here, then, in the name of 
justice and right, let them not be subjected to tax 
ation and conscription. ; ] 

When a people are ready and willing at al! times 
to surrender their property and pour out their 
blood like water for the maintenance of a fro 
Governmentand free institutions, they are entit), 


right has never before been denied 


Nupon 


d 


of free citizens in that Government. The loyal 
people of these districts have remained true to 


|| the Union under the most trying circumstances 
i . - - - ) 
| and let us, the Representatives of a free people 


’ 


not refuse to extend to them the rights and privi- 
leges guarantied toevery loyal citizen. Let jus- 
tice be done though the heavens fall! [earnest| 
hope that the time will soon come, Mr. Speaker, 
when the flag of our country shall wave in tri- 
umph all over this fair land, and when we can say 
with truth— 
* Far as the eye can reach, the billows roam, 

Survey our empire and behold our home. 

These are our realms, no limit to their sway ; 

Our flag the scepter all who meet obey.” 


Mr. DAWES. After the able remarks of the 
two distinguished gentlemen who have preceded 
me, I fear that any feeble effort of mine will fail 
to direct the attention of the House to the merits 
of this case; and nothing but a feeling of duty and 
the importance of the principle involved could 
induce me to ask the attention of the House fora 
single moment to that point. In the opinion of 
the committee, the merits of the question involved 
in this report and the precedent about to be set 
here is of much greater importance than the set- 
tling of the right of this claimant to occupya 
seat in this House for the remainder of this Con- 
gress. Itis of far more importance im the pres- 
ent state of things in this country that we should 


| distinctly lay down our precedent and take our 


position than that this or that man may oceup 
any particular seat as a Representative in this 
Congress. Such considerations dwindle into 
nothing, in my mind, in comparison with the con- 
sequences bound up in the decision that the House 
may make on questions of this character. Yet 
I regret tosay that such is the condition of bust 
ness in this House, and such the anxiety of ils 
members to proceed to matters of pressing im- 
portance, that it has been impossible for distin- 
guished gentlemen here this morning, and will 
be of course impossible for me, to arrest the atten- 
tion of the House long enough to get it to consider 
the principles on which this report is made. 

It isa truly mortifying fact that although we 
are now at the close of the third year of this war, 
the congressional district in Virginia that bor- 
ders on this capital is still so far in the occupa 
tion and control of the enemies of the country that 
never since July, 1861, has it been possible to 
hold a congressional election in the district. It 
is hardly worth while for us, Mr. Speaker, and 
it would be altogether improper, | apprehend, for 
me in this discussion to dwell for a moment on 
the reasons or causes that have produced this state 
of faets. But, sir, | submit that no gentleman 
can go out on the walls of this Capitol snd cast 
his eyes around and behold the martial array upe? 
the hills that lie about, and still entertain a doubt 
that the district nearest to us and almost within 
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rf sound of our voices is still a camp, is still a | 
the around, and that the armies of the nation 
ee ce of its enemies are still arrayed against 
ant il r, with all the ineidentsand all the con- 
cated ff war at our very doors. 1] 
sequence ea : . i atin | 

Fs that state of facts it 1s, Mr. Speaker, that | 
1 > sentieman comes here and claims that it is | 
ae there should have been an election held, | 
aod he should have been elected to Congress—an 
election held under the very guns of the enemy, 
and within the very lines which thatenemy claims 
and occupies as his own. The Committee of 
Ele tious, as | have had occasion to say hereto- 
hag not found it necessary to dwell on other | 

estions that are controverted, and on which 
we emen in this House entertain diverse opin- 
ee—such as the legal condition or status of the 
State of Virginia. Gentlemen of profound learn- 
ing differ on these questions, and itis not forthe 
committee to undertake to controvert the posi- 
tions assumed on one side or the other unless itis 
absolutely forced upon their consideration. The 
committee has felt that it might weil assume the 
~onsideration of facts in this case, which the Ex- 
ecutive and Congress itself have assumed, that 
there is a State of Virginia. Those members of 
thecommittee who were presentin Congress when 
that position was taken have no personal respons- 
ibility for the positipn then taken. They raised | 
their voices against itwhen the matter was under | 
consideration here. Other gentlemen differing | 
with them have put Congress in the position of | 
recognizing the existence of a State there. The | 
committee do not say that the position is incorrect; 
they only accept it and its consequences. Nev- 
ertheless, such a condition of things existed in || 
this very district that, though it may be a State, 
with all the functions and all the rights of a State 
in the Union, there could have been no such thing 
as av election there; and there has not been atime 
within the last three years when any one cansay | 
there has been a free exercise of the will of the 
people of that district, nor has the thing been pos- | 
sille. There is but a small portion of the district | 
outside of the linesoftheenemy. A much larger 
portion of it than that within our lines has been 
covered by the armies of the enemy and is within 
the lines of its pickets. Evenin that portion left 
tous hardly any one, except withip the lines at | 
Alexandria, could go to the polls except he took | 
his lifein his hands, or at least without exposing 
his property and the peace and safety of his home. 
And we all know that men consult th®ir personal 
safety and self-defense rather than expose them- 
selves by asserting their legitimate right of voting 
atthe polls. Can it be said that under such cir- 
cumstances there could be an election? 

My friend from Kentucky who, unfortunately, | 
differs with the rest of the committee in the con- 
clusions to which he comes, has been eloquent in 
asserting the right of that district to representa- 
on on this floor, and defending what he claims 
to be that right, by defending the claim of Mr. 
Kitchen to be its Representative. The question 
is, rather, has the district chosen Mr. Kitchen to 
beits Representative? Ifnot, then the gentleman | 
is not defending their right to representation here, | 
oy insisting on foisting Mr. Kitchen upon them 
and into the seat. 

Now, I claim that the majority of the commit- 
‘ee occupy that position, and that my friend [Mr. 
SmiTH] stands in the way of the free exercise by 
the people of their right of representation on this 
foor, [tis not the securing to any particularman 
‘seat in this House that secures the right of rep- 
resentation to the legal voters of a district. tn 
this case we would put into a seat here, as the | 
‘epresentalve of this congressional district in | 
gina, a man in whose election the people of 
‘he district had no voice. He who would do so 
is the last man that ought to claim he is defending 
the right of the people to representation; for that 
right consists in their being able to select their 
Representative, Any measure taken here that | 
Save cr majority of the people of a district of 

Sak 5. _ ‘Selecting their Representative on this 
nd ot rives a of the right of representation; 
cahand ar riend from Kentucky comes here 
Lo ace R ee to ask the House to put in his seat 
mikes - prea age aman who cannot be 
of the dist ne spoiee of a majority of the voters 
Rot to pr rict, he attempts to stifle the voice and 
ie protect the right of representation of a peo- 


fore, has 











oe 


Mr.SMITH. 1 ask the gentleman from Mas- 


| sachusetts whether he lays down the rule that 
the majority of voters in a district must abso- |} 


lutely cast their votes before a Representative can 
take his seat on this floor? 
Mr. DAWES. Certainly not, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. SMITH. Then I would like to ask this 


| further question: whether the evidence before the 


committee and the country is not thata majority 
of the voters of that district, and of the State of 
Virginia, went into rebellion; and if that be true, 
whether, if a majority were to vote, their Repre- 
sentative would not be a disloyal instead of a 
loyal man? And I ask whether we are not to be 
governed by the loyal votes of a district, and not 
by those of the disloyal. 

Mr. DAWES. The Committee of Elections 
has never, for a mom nt, taken into account the 
number or force of the disloyal men in that dis- 


| trict, beyond their influence upon, and physical 
| control which the disloyal may have over, the 


loyal men of the district, 
never, in considering the question, taken into ac- 
count whether a man received the vote of a major- 
ity of all the electors in any given district. Itis 
to the vote of a majority of the loyal voters that 
the committee has always sought to give effect. 

Mr. SMITH. 1 ask the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts whether there was evidence before the 
committee that all the loyal men of that district 
did not vote? 

Mr. DAWES. I was about to say, when in- 
terrupted by the gentleman from Kentucky, that 
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The committee has | 


} 


i} 


|| Mr. DAWES. 


the Committee of Elections has never held that | 


it was necessary for a majority of the loyal men || 
of a district to express their choice at the polls. || 
| The committee has always held and laid down 


the position, and the House has always sanct® 
tioned it, that when all the loyal voters of a dis- 
trict had the opportunity to go to the polls, and 
did not choose to avail themselves of it, those 
who were absent were to be presumed to acquiesce 
in the action of those who did vote. If a small 
minority of all the loyal voters of a district should 


| | 


West Virginia and that West Virginia should 
| agree to accept them. 
Mr. BROWN, of West Virginia, here made a 
| remark which was inaudible to the reporters. 
| Mr. DAWES. Let me tell the story in my 
own way. The State of Virginia transferred this 
county, as far as they could do so, to West Vir- 
ginia. They left it to the people of that county 
| to say upon the day when this election was held 
whether they would go over to West Virginia, 
and they decided on that day almost unanimously 
| that they would go over to West Virginia. So 
fur as the two States could do it, they had trans- 
ferred that county to West Virginia. 
Mr. BROWN, of West Virginia. 
day of election. 
Mr. DAWES. Exactly, and thatis what makes 
the report of the committee true, when it says 
that although these States had done all that they 





After the 


| could do legally to tranfer the county, the county 


| was still in old Virginia until Congress should 
ratify the proceeding. 
Mr. BROWN, of West Virginia. You state 
that the county belonged to old Virginia on the 
day of the election. 


Mr. DAWES. 








I wish my friend had read the 


|| report of the committee, for that is exactly what 


| I said in the report and what I said in the House 
| when this case was last before it. 

Mr. BROWN, of West Virginia. I did not 
| hear the gentleman’s speech upon that occasion, 
| nor have I read it. : 

I am not to blame for that. 
| We said in the report that so far as those two 
| States were concerned, and so far as the people 
of the county were concerned, this county was, 
in point of fact, a part of another State, but their 
| action required the ratification of Congress. If 


| you deduct the vote of that county, this man, 


choose to go to the pollsat a regular election, and | 
if the large majority should choose to stay away, | 


the lattter must, according to all the principles of 


our Government, be construed and held to an ac- 


quiescence in what has been done by those who 
did go to the polls. 


But when such is the condition of things in a | 


district thata majority of its loyal voters cannot 
exercise their right of choice, when they are un- 
der duress,and are keptaway from the polls, does 
not my friend from Kentucky think that he mocks 
them when he says they are to be held to acquiesce 
in what those few, who were permitted to go to 


the polls, did? Acquiescence, consenting, implies | 


1g 
the right and the power to object. 
be estopped because he hagefailed to object when 
his mouth is stopped, and when he cannot object 
if he would. 

Now, what are the facts in this case? Why, 
that but a very small minority of the voters of this 
district actually exercised their right to vote at 
this election, and that of that small minority this 
gentleman had buta small plurality; and that five 
sixths of that plurality was made up of votes in 
a single county which his own State and the State 
of West Virginia, so far as they could, have taken 
up bodily and set into the State of West Virginia. 
Without the votes which he received in that 
county, which was virtually, so far as the votes 
of those two States were concerned outside of the 
State of Virginia, he received but 232 votes in the 
whole district, while there were 900 or 1,000 votes 
against him. He had seven hundred and odd 
votes in that county, and he had only 232 votes 
outof it. And, sir, the people of the county in 
which he received most of his votes, on the very 
day of the election, voted, as far as they had the 
power todo so, to transfer themselves to the State 
of West Virginia. 


of West Virginia act upon that day? 

Mr. DAWES. The history of theaffairis recited 
in the reportof the Committee of Elections. The 
State of West Virginia undertook to embrace this 


county within its limits at the time the State was | 


formed, and made provision for its being included 
in that State. The old State of Virginia passed 
a law to allow this county to become partof West 
Virginia, provided that on the day ian this elec- 


No man can 


|| Mr. SMITH. 


Mr. BROWN, of West Virginia. Did the State | 


Kitchen, stands just as | said he did. And al- 

though the votes of that county are to be legally 

counted for Mr. Kitchen, yet the fact that he was 
| the choice of no other county may be taken into 
| consideration in determining what would have 
been the vote of the counties within the enemy’s 
lines. 

Shall we then, Mr. Speaker, under the claim of 
| the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Smiru,] that 
| we are asserting and defending the right of this 
| district tovrepresentation here, admit to a seat here 
| as a Representative and give the right to speak for 
the people of this district to a man who had only 
232 votes in what is, so far as the States have 
themselves determined, the district. My friend 
| from Kentucky, when he gets up here and advo- 

cates the rightof this man to a seat here, is stifling 
| rather than defending the voice of the voters of 
this district, and that is his mistake. 

Mr.SMITH. Lecall the attention of the chair- 
man of the Committee of Elections to his own 
statement in his report. He used this language: 

“Congress has never consented to the transfer of the 
county of Berkeley from the one State to the other, aud 
without that consent itcannot be done, Berkeley county 
is therefore still a part of the old State of Virginia. The 
vote of Berkeley county must consequently be counted in 
the result, unless there be some other and valid objection 
to it.” 

Now, Mr. Speaker, those are the deliberate 
words of the chairman of the committee after all 
the ewadence was before the committee and the 

| argument had been heard. It seems to me, there 
fore, that the chairman of the committee in en- 

| deavoring to prejudice the minds of the members 

| of the House against the claim of this gentleman 
to a seat here, 1s inconsistent with himself. 

Mr. DAWES. 1 would ask my friend from 
Kentucky if I have said anything to-day that is 
inconsistent with what he has read? 

I think the argument you are 
| using to-day is. 


| Mr. DAWES. I will yield to the gentlemana 


| pe of my time to show that fact to the Honse. 


said to the House that while Berkeley county 
| was still,in point of fact, in this district, yet vir- 
'| tually, and so far as the two States and the people 
|| of the county were concerned, it was in the State 
|, of West Virgibia. And if you should tnke out 
| the vote of Berkeley county, you would have re- 
maining cast for Mr. Kitchen only 232 votes. Lad- 
| voeated the position that legally Berkeley was still 
| in the State of Virginia, for the want of ratifica- 
|| tion of the action of the two States and of the peo- 
} ple of the county by Corfgress. I intended to 
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tion was held they should vote in favor of joining || state the fact in that way, but that does not afieot 
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yO 
the | tion between the gentleman and my- 


self We are rehing after another fact which 


eal qu 


mv friend, | think, does not see; and it is because 
j ees the force of the argument that he tries to 
8] y i n this w iV. 


parry 
We are sen 


man actual 


he fact whether this 


Vv represents the loyal voters of his dis- 

trict,and whether we can properly decide that the | 
voles received by him can he taken as the voice 

of the loyal voters of the district the other side of 

the Federal lines. If we are able to decide that | 
question in the affirmative, if we have any evi- 
dence on which we can act that Mr. Kitchen is 
the choice of the loval voters of that district, lam 
with my friend from Kentucky in confirming his | 
rizht toaseat here. Tamdoing here,if ldo what | 
I conceive to be my duty, all in my power to fix 
in thigJlouse every man who represents the loyal 
voterseof the district he comes from. And I am 
not to stick upon forms, lam notto be bound by 
a conform y to the strict letter of the law in de- | 
ciding that q If 1 can find that the loyal 

voters of any district have spoken in such terms 
as we can understand and rely upon in the elec- 
tion of a Repre to this House, the Com- 
mittee of Elections will go with their distinguished 
colleague from Kentucky in confirming that man | 


chine after t 


HeStOn. 


entatiy 


in his seat here. And I think the committee will | 
never be found, whatever may be the form through | 


which a man comes here, unless they ean sce be- 
hind that form that he has behind him the free | 
and unrestrained choice of the voters of his dis- 
trictexercised without fear and without restraint; 
unless they can find that, I trust the Committee 
of Elections and the House will never be found 
so far departing from what I think is their duty | 
as to confirm any mantoa seat upon any such 
false pretense : that. | 

This point, Mr. Speaker, is so clear tomy mind 
that | wonder my friend from Kentucky should 
be found here undertaking to insist upon this 
man as a Representative of this district unless he 
can point to some evidence showing that such 
representation is the voice of the electors. 

Mr. SMITH. I dislike to interrupt the gen- 
tleman so often, but I would like to ask him one | 
other question which | deem to be pertinent, I 
ask him how he has ascertained, what evidence he 
has that there is beyond the Federal lines in that 
district a single loyal vote? [ask him ef the only 
evidence of the existence of loyal voters is not con- 
fined to that portion of the district within our lines, | 
where the pe ople had the right to vote and did vote? 

Mr. DAWES, The language of the report of 
the committee in this case fully answers the ques- 
tion of the gentleman. The cases arealinew. No 
one seems to be a precedentforany other. Each | 
has to be determined upon its own peculiar facts, 
and the truth ts to be arrived at as best we may. 
Every case in some respects differs from any | 
other we have had Le fore us. My friend from 
Kentucky I think is mistaken in saying that this 
district had a Representative in the last Congress. | 
Itistrue thatamancame here with what wascalled 
a certificate of election as Representative for that | 
district, was sworn in, and occupied a seat here 
fora portion of that Congress. But when the 
Committee of Elections undertook to investigate 
his case, itappeared that the whole evidence of the 
right to a seat here, which he asserted upon the 
fioor, was ten votes taken in a side poll out here 
at Ball’s Cross Roads. The committee reported 
these facts to the House, and the House told this | 
gentleman most respectfully that he did not rep- 


resent any constituency here, and that it was an || 


insult to the loyal citizens of that district for him 
to remain loneer in this House. 

Now here is a case of a man who has had more 
votes than his predecessor, and how does the 
committee try to ascertain whether he is the Rep- 
résentative of the loyal voters of his district? We 
tried to ascertain how many loyal voters there 
were in the district. We took the man’s own 
statement, we took the census returns, we took 
every means within our reach of arriving at that 
fact. If you take the territory of the district you | 
wil! find that there isa smaller portion of it within | 
the limits where this election was held than within 
the rebel lines. If you take the whole popula- 
tion of this district you will find that there is a 
much larger portion within the rebel lines than 
within the Union lineg, If you take the number 
of male citizens, the Mamber of white persons in 
this district, the number within the rebel lines and | 





| at those polls. 


the number within our lines, you will find that | ernorand representatives that the 


the larger number of them is upon the other side. 

Mr.SMITH. Letme interruptthe gentleman 
for a moment. 

Mr. DAWES. 
this statement. 

If you take the number of white male citizens 
you findthe samething. When the claimant was 
asked by the Comniittee of Elections why there 
were not more votes cast, he answered that in the 
other precincts it was not safe for the voters to go 
to the polls; that every one of them was marked 
who undertook to exercise the right of franchise 
We asked him why the polls 
were not open in the other counties, and he well 
answered that they were within the rebel lines. 
We asked him if there were any other places 
where polls could have been safely opened, and 
he answered that there were none. 

That, Mr. Speaker, is the evidence upon which 
we base our report, and it seems to me to be evi- 
dence entirely satisfactory that a majority of the 
loyal voters of thisdistrict had no opportunity to 
say at the polls whether this man or another was 
their choice. 

Mr. SMITH. I hold in my hand the census 
of the United States for 1860. It contains the 
population of the United States by counties. I 


Wait until I get through with 


have carefully examined it in reference to the | 


white and black population of Virginia in that 
year. I find that in the counties of Alexandria, 
Fairfax, Prince William, Jefferson, and Berkeley, 
a majority of the counties composing the seventh 
congressional district, there were 147,690 inhabit- 
ants, white and black, and in the remaining coun- 
ties, 81,895; and I have not made any deduction 
for the probable number who wentinto the south- 
érn confederacy. With this book, which is au- 
thentic and to be found in the Congressional 
Library, with these figures, which are true, the 
conclusion is inevitable that a majority of the 
people were in the counties that did vote, and 
where the vote was untrameled and fair in every 
respect. If a majority of the people did not go 
to the polls and cast their votes it was no fault of 
those who did vote, or of this claimant. There- 
fore I say that the argument of the chairman is 
entirely unfairas tothe population of the district. 

Mr. DAWES. ‘The mistake of my friend from 
Kentucky is this: in the counties where the elec- 
tion was held some precincts voted; in some coun- 
tics only a single precinet; and in other parts of 
the counties it was as impossibe to hold an eclec- 
tion as it would have been in the city of Rich- 
mond; and yet he has taken the aggregate popu- 
lation of all of those counties where even asingle 
precinct voted, The gentleman will find on page 
4of the report of the committee a statement drawn 
from the census of 1860 which settles this matter. 

Mr. Speaker, I wilfot detain the House longer 
on this subject. I desire them to understand itis 
not whether Mr. Kitchen shall represent this dis- 
triet; but it is settling a principle, not only in re- 
gard to this district, but every other unrepre- 
sented district in that portion of the Union which 
has been in rebeHion, Perhaps it is settling a 
principle which goes beyond the right of repre- 
sentation in this House. It may seriously affect 
the election of other officers of more importance 
perhaps than that of a Representative upon this 
floor. It is a precedent to bind us how and by 


what method a title to representation upon this | 


floor shall be established from all the other dis- 
tricts in the United States. The effect of the ac- 
tion of the House on this case will be to some 
extent an instruction to the committee. 


We de- | 


sire to know whether it is the will of the House | 


that the Committee of Elections shall search for 
a constituency, free and untrammeled, exercising 
as well as it may in this abnormal condition of 
things the right of elective franchise; or when a 
man comes here with a mere form of paper, 
without anything behind to sustain it, to ac- 
knowledge his right to a seat upon this floor. 
Mr. SMITH. Before the gentleman takes his 
seat, let me ask him a question. 
Virginia, at the same election, a Governor, Lieu- 
tenant Governor, and Legislature were elected. 
Now, does the gentleman recognize Governor 
Pierpont as the Governor of Virginia, and the 
Legislature sitting in Alexandria as the Legisla- 
ture of Virginia? Also, whether or not these 
precincts and these counties did not vote at the 
same time and in the same proportion for Gov- 


In the State of | 
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| Legislature which is sitting or was | 
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ste 


ber of Congress? — foran 
Mr. DAWES. When TI shall be made ; 
stitutional judge of the election of Mr Pic “a 
as Governor of Virginia,and shall have | eard + 
argument of my learned friend from Ki ns om 
upon that subject, I shall endeavor to come to . 
a conclusion upon it as will satisfy my Own a 
at Jeast, if it doesnot his. But whether Mr.P 
pont be Governor of Virginia or not, o; elccah a” 
the men who were voting at this election me os 
the same time voting for representatives cad 


0 that 


ler 


- : - ately Silting 
in Alexandria is not the question. Someh eer 
. U or 


other the Constitution of the United States mad 


us sole judges, not of the election of Governor 

- renresentatives : . 3 
or representatives to State Legislatures, byt Of the 
election only of such persons as claim the piohy 


to seats in this House. Whether Governor Ph 
pont depended for his election upon votes eq st . 
this district alone, or whether there were : 
districts from which the enemy had been driver 
and an election could be held and in which hye =, 
eeived votes, | of course cannot tell. ad 

Mr. SMITH. 1 would inquire of the gentj. 
man whether were he in the Senate of the U; ted 
States he would vote for the admission of a Sop. 


Other 
ther 


_ator elected by the Legislature of Virginia? 


| dedly too much for me, and I failed to succeed jn 


Mr. DAWES. 


I have neyer expected to | 


a ein 
a position where I could be called UPON to answer 
the question propounded by the gentleman from 


Kentucky. ({Laughter.) I only want to say that 
in the last Congress I tried, as far as | could, to 
show the impolicy of the proceedings which re- 
sulted in making two States over here across the 
river; but my learned friend from Pennsylvania 
{[Mr. Stevens,] and other gentlemen, were dé - 
my opposition; and I certainly shall not under. 
take now, after that has been done, to show that 
it has not beendone. I shall not undertake after it 
has been done, after it has received the sanction of 
all branches of the Government, and after jt has 
been put in so forcible a light as it was put by 
the distinguished Representative from Indiana, 
[Mr. Corrax,] upon the floor of this House in 
the discussion upon that occasion. I say | shall 
not attempt now to show it has not been done, 
nor will I refuse to accept it as it has been done, 
I will net say that there are not two States there, 
but I take the consequences of that legislation, 
and accept it as the law, and treat Virginia as 
I do any other State; and therefore I treat this 
man’s right here precisely as | would judge of 
the right of a gentleman from Massachiusetis toa 
seat here, until we retrace the steps which we took 
in the last Congress. 

I call the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The SPEAKER. The first question is upon 
the motion to strike out the word * not” in the 
following resolution reported by the committee: 

Resolved, That B. M. Kitchen is not entitled to a seatin 
this House as a Representative in the Thirty-Bighth Con 
gress from the seventh congressional district in Virginia. 

Mr. SMITH. I call for the yeas and nays on 
that amendment, and upon the yeas and nays! 
ask for tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. SMITH. I demand tellers upon the amend- 
ment. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

The question recurring upon the resolution, ” 

Mr. SMITH demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. DAWES moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was passed; and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. DAWES. 1 intended to call up the cone 
of Joseph Segar, claiming a seat here as & Rep- 
resentative from the first congressional district 


| from Virginia, butas I do not see Mr. Segar pres 


ent I will not call it up now. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. COBB, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported that they had examined and foun¢ 
truly enrolled an act (H.R. No. 228) confirming 
the title of Joseph Ford to certain lands in Rice 
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the State of Minnesota; and an act (H. 
~~ on) in addition to an act for the estab- 
of certain arsenals; when the Speaker 
same. 


CHARLES B. SHIRLEY. 


| 


,. W. CLARK, by unanimous consent, 


ve Committee of Accounts, reported the fol- 
Jution; which was read, considered, 


eed to: 
° Jed. That the Clerk of this House be directed to pay 
- contingent fund to Charles B. Shirley, for his 
eas messenger, the sum of $750, the same being for 
‘ora? serviee previous to May 1, 1858, the said | 
. 1) receive the same infull of his elaim tor $2,813 838 
: sented to the Committee of Accounts, 
Mr. A. W. CLARK moved to reconsider the 


o> last taken; and also moved to lay the motion 
- el sider on the table. 
The latter motuon was agreed to. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. HOOPER. I call for the regular order of 


y 


The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ig the consideration of the bill in regard to 
rebellious States reported from the select 
committee upon that subject by the gentleman 
fom Maryland, (Mr. Davis,] and upon which the 
eman from Ulinois (Mr. J. C. ALLen] is en- 
titled to the floor. 

Mr. FENTON. I move to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of that bill until afterthe con- 
sideration of the bank bill. 

Mr. PENDLETON. And the tax bill. 

The SPEAKER, The tax bill is not yeta 
special order; it was merely postponed, 

Mr. PENDLETON. I wish to suggeet to the 
geptieman that he move to postpone this Bill until 
‘Tuesday next. This bill in reference to the re- 

ellious States is not important. 

Mr. FENTON, I will move then to postpone 
this subject for a few days. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Itis possible that the gen- 


ness 


& 


tleman from Illinois [Mr. J. C. Atuen] desires 
to be heard to-day. 
Mr. PENDLETON. Oh no, he is not par- 
cular about that. 
Mr. FENTON. I will move, then, to postpone 
subject till a day certain, when, I suppose, it 
‘ me up in its regular order, 


The SPEAKER, [It is now a special order. 
Does the gentleman from New York accept the 
suggestion of the genteman from Ohio [Mr. Pen- 
DLETON] that this bill be postponed antil both the 
bank bill and the tax bill are disposed of? 

Mr. ASHLEY. I understand that there are a 

umber of gentlemen on this side of the House 


n 
who desire to have night sessions next week, at I] 


| 


| 


| friend from New York (Mr. Fenton] will insist | 


! 


which this question can. be discussed, and-there- | 


fore I should be reluctant to allow this measure 
to be postponed until those other measures are 
disposed of. 
to occupy the position in which it now stands. 

The SPEAKER. 
will stilloccupy its position as a special order. 
_ Mr. BROOKS. What is the proposition now 
before the House ? 

The SPEAKER. The bill in reference to the 
rebellious States is now before the House, being 
the special order after the morning hour. 

Mr. BROOKS. How, then, can it be post- 
poned? 

The SPEAKER. 

ouse, 

Mr. BROOKS. But the gentleman’s right to 
the floor cannot be displaced. 

Mr. PENDLETON. He is willing to yield. 

Mr.J.C. ALLEN. Iam perfectly willing to 


Yield; but, at the same time, | am prepared to 


By a majority vote of the 


suomit the remarks which I have to make to-day. | 


The SPEAKER, The effect of the proposed 
postponement will be that this bill will come up 
“$a special order after the bank bill shall have 
veen disposed of. 


Mr. HOLMAN. What would be the effect of 


Postponing this bill without reference to other 
erent What other business would come up 
" orders 
\ 27 ’ : 
Mr. DRIGGS. Business of the Committee on 
udlic Lands is next in order. 


= SPEAKER. The bank bill would then 
e p. 

Mr. STEVENS. 
U post 
subject 


S. What would be the effect 
poning this bill without any order on the 


I suggest that it be postponed so as | 


If the bill be postponed it | 
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The SPEAKER. 
the exact pesition itis in now, 

Mr. BROOKS. 
fore the Hous 


What is the proposition be 


The SPEAKER. It is that the bill in refer- 
ence to the rebellious States be passed over. 
Mr. BROOKS. I consider the tax bill the most 


important measure before the House now. The 
bill in reference to the rebellious States fs import- 


ant also; but the bank bill was killed after ample 


discussion, and I think it should be the last bill | 


to be brought before the House now. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I hope my 
on his motion to postpone. 

Mr. FENTON. 1 do insist on it, 

The SPEAKER. The tax bill will have to be 
considered in the Committee of the Whole 
state of the Union. 
in the House. 

Mr. BROOKS. 

8 recial ord tr. 

The SPEAKER. 
can postpone it. 

Mr.J.C. ALLEN. To avoid all further con- 


troversy, | will proceed with the remarks | have 


on the 
This bill is the special order 
I « bj cl to { ny cha ve 10 the 


The majority of the House 


; to make. 





Mr. FENTON. Iuppeal to gentlemen to with 
draw objection to this bill bs ing passe d over in- 
formally. 

Mr. BROOKS. I have said that in my judg- 
ment the most important bill before this House is 
the tax bill. The ** rebel is certainly a 
bill of great importance, more important than the 
bank bill, besides which the bank bill has been 
already adjudicated upon by the House. I would 
prefer, therefore, that the regular order of busi- 
ness should be proce 


. a } . } , ' ‘ 
t aside for the purpose of taking up the bank bill. 


States’’ 


eded with rather than to lay 


We shall reach that in due time in its regular | 
order. 
Mr. STEVENS. I bad supposed that the gen- 


tleman from Illinois who is entitled to the floor 
did not wish to proceed with his speech to-day, 
and that he was willing that the bill should go 
over until Tuesday, when he will, of course, re- 
sume his right to the floor. 

Mr. J.C. ALLEN. I said that I was willing 
to give way fora motion to postpone; but since 
this controversy has arisen over the question, I 
believe | would prefer to go on to-day, if itis the 
vleasure of the House. p 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will suggest to 
the gentleman from Illinois that he can ascertuin 
the pleasure of the House without losing his right 
to the floor, by allowing the motion to be made 
to postpone. 

Mr. J. C. ALLEN. Very well, sir. 1 will 
give way to allow the motion to be made, and 
will let the House determine the matter. 

Mr. FENTON. 1 move then that the bill be 
postponed until Tuesday next after the morning 
hour; and on that motion I demand the previous 
question. 

Mr. PENDLETON. Lask the gentleman from 
New York to allow me to make the motion that 
this bill be postponed until after the tax bill has 
been disposed of. 

Mr. FENTON. I say to the gentleman from 
Ohio that I do not feel at liberty to accede to his 
request without first consulting the mover of the 
bill. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Does the bank bill come up 
ns a matter of course if this matter is postponed ? 

The SPEAKER. Notunless the House post- 
pones two other bills which take precedence of it. 

Mr. PENDLETON. | appeal again to the 
gentleman fram New York to allow me to move 
to amend his motion so as to postpone this bill 
until after the tax bill shall have been disposed of. 

Mr. FENTON. Upon consulting with the 
mover of the bili, | find that he prefers to have it 
postponed until Tuesday. I shall have therefore 
to decline the request of the gentleman. 

The previous question was seconded—ayes 74, 
noes 38. 

Mr. RANDALL, of Pennsylvania, demanded 
the yeas and nays on ordering the main ques- 
tion, ; 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 72, nays 53; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Anderson, Arnold, 
Ashiey, John D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Blaine, Bout- 


It would leave the bill in } 


1GT9 


Well, Broomall, Ambrose W. Clark, Freeman Clarke, 
Cobh, le, Creswell, Llenry Wi r Davis, Dawes, D 

j ley, Farneworth, F ntoa. Fr th, Garfield. G ~ern 
nell, Mighy, Llooper, Axahel W. Hubbard, Joti H. Hubbard, 
lene) lutian, Kelley, F els W. Kellogg, Orlande Kel 
I 1, Longs Marvin, MeBride, MeClorg, Melo 
doe, Samuel f. Miller, Moorhead, Morriil, Dautel Met 
Amos Myers, Odell, Ciartes GNeul, Orth. Per im, PiKe, 
Pomeroy, Pric Wittiann H. Randall, Alexander H. Rice 
John H. Riee, Edw wd TH. Retlir “hin in, Mtewvens, 


Nhayer, Thomas, Upson, Biba B 
B. Washburn, Webster, Willianes 
W oodbridg 72 

NAYS—Messrs. James. Allen, Witham J. Allen. 2 
Augustus C. Baldwin, Brooks, J Brown 
vens, Dawson, Deming, Denison, Eden, 
Ganson, Grider, Hall, Harding 
Hutehios, Kaibfleis< 
Long, MeDowell, 
Morris, Mor 


. Was hbu n 
» Wilder, W 


e, William 
imo, and 


‘ily, 
. Ura 
Bidridge, Pinek 
Herrick, Holman, Hoteh 
h, Kernan, Ring, Koapp, Law, 
MeKinney, Wiliam UH. Mille 
ison, Noble, Pendleton, Priya, R 
ford, Samuel J. Randall, Robinson, James 8. Rallins, Ross, 
John B. Steele, Strouse, Stuart, Sweat, Voorhees, Whatley, 
Wheeler, Chilton A. White, Jose ph WLW iipe, Winfield, 
and Fernando Wood—33. 


mes 3 


(olay 


kiss, 


J tines KR 


c ' 


So the main question was ordered, 

‘The question recurred upon the motion to post- 
pone. 

Mr. RANDALL, of Pennsylvania, demanded 
the yeas and nays. 

The y' as and n \ys W ere ord re d. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
bine aflirmative—yi us 76, nays 46; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alley, Aliixon, Ames, And rson, Arnold, 


Asiley, John D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Blaine, Bout 
well, Broomall, William G. Brown, Ambrose W. Clark, 
Freeman Clarke, Cobb, Cole, Cresweil, Dawes, Driggs, 


Dumont, Eckley, Eldridge, Farnsworth, Garfield, Gooch, 
Grinnell, Higby, Hooper, Asahel W. Hubbard, John H. 
Hubbard, Jenckes, Julian, Kasson, Kelley, Francis W. Kel 
logg, Orlando Kellogg, Loan, Longyear, Marvin, MeBride, 
MeCiurg, Melodoe, Samuel FP. Miller, Moorhead, Morrill, 
Daniel Morris, Amos Myers, Charles O'Neal, Orth, Perham, 
Pike, Price, William HU. Randall, Alexander H. Riee, Join 
H. Rice, Edward Uf. Rollins, Ress, Shannen, Sloan, Smith, 
Stevens, Stuart, Thayer, Thomas, Tracy, Upson, Elihu &. 
Washburne, William B. Washburn, Webster, Whaley, 
Williains, Wilder, Wilsou,Windom, and Woodbridge —76. 

NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, William J. Allen, 
Augustus ©, Baldwin, Brooks, James 8. Brown, Clay, 
Coffroth, Dawson, Denison, Eden, Pinek, Grider, Harding, 
Benjamin G. tarris, Herrick, Holtman, Hutchins, William 
Johnson, Kalbfleisch, Kernan, Knapp, Law, Lazear, Long, 
McDowell, MeKinney, James R. Morris, Nelson, Noble, 
Pendicton, Pruyn, Radiord, Samuel J. Randall, Robinson, 
James 8. Rollins, Scott, John BB. Steele, Strouse, Sweat, 
Voorhees, Wheeler, Chilton A. White, Jozeph W. White, 
Winfield, and Fernando Wood—46. 

So the bill was postponed until Tuesday next, 
after the morning hour. 


FORT PILLOW DISASTER. 


Mr. WILSON, [ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce a joimt resolution for 
the purpose of action upowWit atthis ime. I pre- 
sume no member will object. 

Several Members. Read for information. 

The joint resolution directing the committee on 
the conduct of the war to examine into the recent 
attacks on Fort Pillow was read. It directs the 
committee on the conduct of the war, or such 
members as thecommittee may designate, to pro- 
ceed at once to Fort Pillow, ‘Tennessee, and ex- 
amine into the facts and circumstances attending 
the recent attack and capture of such fort by the 
rebels; and report to the House with as little de- 
lay as possible. ; 

‘Mr. ELDRIDGE. If the gentleman will pro- 
vide for a committee to be appointed by the 
Speaker for that purpose, I am sure there will be 
no objection. 

Mr. WILSON. We have already a commit- 
tee on the conduct of the war, which | think is 
sufficient. 

There being no objection, the joint resolution 
was introduced, and read a first and second time. 

The joint resolution was ordered to be en- 
crossed, and read a third time; and being en- 
grossed, was accordingly read the third time, and 
massed, 

Mr. WILSON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the joint resolution was passed; and 
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


SOUTHERN INDIAN SUVERINTENDENCY. 
Mr. A. W. CLARK, from the Committee on 


Printing, reported the following resoluuon: 


Resolved, ‘That the order of this House given on the 12th 
of April instant, to print the accounts of the superintendent 
and agent of the southern Indian superintendencty be, and 
is hereby, rescinded. 


Mr. HOLMAN. What is the reason for that 


| resolution ? 
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Mr. A. W. CLARK. It will cost $1,000, and 
is an unnecessary expenditure. 
The resolution was adopted. 


TERRITORIAL PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 


The SPEAKER stated the next business in 
order to be House bill No, 342, making appro- 
priations for public buildings in the Territories of 
Colorado, Nevada, Dakota, Idaho, Arizona, and 
Montana, reported from the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. RICE, of Maine, moved that the further 
consideration of the bill be postponed until 
Wednesday next. 


The motion was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION. 


The SPEAKER stated the next business in or- 
der to be joint resolution (H. R. No. 53) amend- 
atory of the Constitution of the United States. 

Mr. STEVENS moved that the further con- 
sideration of the resolution be postponed for.two 
weeks. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 64, 
noes 29. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BROOKS moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the joint resolution was postponed, and on 
that motion demanded the yeas “ nays. 


Mr. BALDWIN, of Massachusetts, moved 


Se eee 


and that under the 110th rule of the House it must | lurs a month, it has be 


have its first consideration in the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 
The Clerk read the 110th rule, as follows: 


** No motion or proposition for a tax or charge upon the 


| people shall be discussed the day on which it is made or 


that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the table. || 


Mr. BROOKS demanded the yeas and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 70, nays 46; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Ames, Anderson, Arnold, Ash 
ley, John D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Blaine, Boutwell, 
Broomall, William G. Brown, Ambrose W. Clark, Freeman 
Clarke, Cobb, Cole,Creswell, Dawes, Driggs, Dumont, Eck 
ley, Garfield, Gooch, Grinnell, Higby, Hooper, Asahel W. 
Hubbard, John H. Habbard, Julian, Kasson, Francis W.Kel 
logg, Orlando Kellogg, Loan, Longyear, Marvin, McBride, 
McClurg, Samuel F. 


Perham, Pike, Pomeroy, Price, William H. Randall, Alex 
ander H. Rice, John Hl. Rice, Edward H. Rollins, James 8. 
Rollins, Shannon, Sloan, Smith, Stevens, Stuart, Thayer, 
Thomas, Tracy, Upson, Van Vaikenbtirgh, Elihu B. Wash 
burne, Webster, Whaley, Williams, Wilder, Wilson, and 
W oodbridge—70. 

NAYS—Messrs, James C. Allen, William J. Allen, Au 
gustus C. Baldwin, Brooks, James 8S. Brown, Clay, Coflroih, 
Cravens, Dawson, Deming, Denison, Eldridge, Finck, 
Ganson. Gridér, Hall, Harding, Harrington, Herrick, Hol 
man, Hutchins, William Johnson, Kalbfleisch, Kernan, 
Knapp, Law, Lazear, McDowell, McKinney, Morrison, 
Nelson, Noble, Pendleton, Pruyn, Radford, Sanwe! J. Ran- 
dall, Robinson, Scou, John B. Steele, Strouse, Voorhees, 
Wheeler, Chilton A. White, Joseph W. White, Winfield, 
and Fernando Wood—46. 


So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the | 


table. 
NATIONAL CURRENCY BILL 


The Speaker stated the next business in order 
to be House bill No. 395, to provide a national 
’ } 


currency, secured by a pledge of United States | 


bonds, and to provide for the circulation and re- 
demption thereof. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I ask the Clerk to read the 
forty-first section of that bill. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

Sec. 41. And be it further enacted, That the plates and 
special dies to be procured by the Comptrolier of the Cur 
rency for the printing of such circulating notes shall remain 
uader his control and direction, and the expenses neces 
sarily incurred in executing the provisions of this act, re- 
specting the procuring of such notes, and all other expenses 
of the bureau, shall be paid out of the proceeds of the 
taxes or duties now or hereatter to be assessed on the cir 
culation, and collected from associations organized under 
this act; and every organization under this act shall pay 
to the ‘Treasurer of the United States 4 daty of one per 
cent, each half year, from aud after the Ist day of April, 
in the year 1864, Upon the maximum amount of their cir- 
culating notes during the six months; and in default of 
such payment the Treasurer of the United States is hereby 
authorized to retain one per cent. of the amount of bonds 
required to be deposited as security for such circulation at 
each semi-annual payment of the interest thereon; and 
euch duty and the taxes or duties imposed by Congress 
from time to time shall be in lieu of ali other taxes on such 
associations: Provided, That nothing in this net shall be 
construed to prevent the market value of the shares in any 
of the said banking associations, held by any person cr 
body corporate created by State law, being included in the 
valuation of the aggregate personal property of such per- 
son or State corporation in assessing any tax imposed by 
auy State or municipal authority on the aggregate personal 
estate of all persons subject to the authority of such State 
or municipality. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I make the point of order 
that that section is in the nature of a tax bill; that 
it imposes a tax or duty upon certain property, 


Miller, Moorhead, Morrill, Daniel 1 
Morris, Amos Myers, Charles O’Neill, Orth, Patterson, || 








offered; and every such proposition shall receive its first 
discussion in a Committee of the Whole House.” 


The SPEAKER. 


The Chair overrules the 


| point of order, upon the ground, in the first place, 


that the rule states that it must be “ a tax or charge 
upon the people,’’ and that if the intention had 
been to include all kinds of taxes and charges the 


| words **upon the people”? would not have been 
| used; the next or 111th rule providing that— 


“ No sum or quantum of tax or duty, voted by a Com- 


mittee of the Whole House, shall be increased in the House | 


until the motion or proposition for such increase shall be 
first discussed and voted in a Committee of the Whole 
House; and so in respect to the time of its continuance.” 

The one being a particular and the other a gen- 
eral rule; and in the second place, that this is not 
a tax, but for the purpose of meeting certain ex- 
penses to be incurred for dies, plates, &c. 
these two grounds the Chair overrules the point 
of order. 

Mr. HOLMAN. 
ation there. 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. HOLMAN. 


In fact there is an appropri- 


The Chair thinks not. 
Itimposes a duty of one per 


cent. 
The SPEAKER. That is not a tax upon the 
eople. 


Mr. HOLMAN. Withsomereluctance I take 


| an appeal from the decision of the Chair. 


Mr. KERNAN. Is there any doubt that un- 
der that section when this tax is collected it has 
to be paid out of the Treasury? 

The SPEAKER. As this is in regard to priority 
of business, debate is not in order. 

Mr. HOLMAN demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 

The question was put; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 71, nays 31; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Anderson, Ar- 
nold, Ashley, John D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Biaine, 
Boutwell, Broomall, William G. Brown, Ambrose W. 
Clark, Freeman Clarke, Cobb, Cole, Dawes, Deming, 
Driggs, Dumont, Eckivy, Frank, Garfield, Gooch, Grin- 


Bem> 


| nell, Higby, Hooper, Hotchkiss, Asahel W. Hubbard, John 


H. Hubbard, Jeuckes, Julian, Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, 
Orlando Kellogg, Longyear, Marvin, McBride, McClurg, 
Melidoe, Samucl F. Miller, Moorhead, Morrill, Daniel 


| Morris, Amos Myers, Charles O’Neill, Orth, Perham, Pike, 


Pomeroy, Price, William H. Randall, Alexander H. Rice, 


| John H. Rice, Edward H. Rollins, Shannon, Sloan, Smith, 


Stevens, Thayer, Tracy, Upson, Van Valkenburgh, Elihu 
B. Washburne, William B. Washburn, Williams, Wilder, 


Wilson, Windom, and Woodbridge—71. 


NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, William J. Allen, Au- 
gustus C. Baldwin, Brooks, Chanler, Coffroth, Denison, 
Eden, Eldridge, Grider, Benjamin G. Harris, Herrick, Hol- 


} man, Kernan, Marcy, MeKinney, William UH. Miller, Mor- 


rison, Nelson, Noble, Odell, Pendleton, Radford, Samuel 
J. Randall, Robinson, John B. Steele, Strouse, Swart, 
Wheeler, Joseph W. White, and Fernando Wood—3l. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

The SPEAKER. The question is, ** Shall the 
bill be engrossed and read a third time?” and 
upon that the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Hooper] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. [rise toa question 


of order. It is that as the first section of the bill 


| provides for the creation of new machinery, and 


the appointment of additional clerks to be paid |) Robinson, Edward H. Rollins, Shannon, Sloan, swith, 


out of the Treasury, and not by the associations, 
under the 112th rule the bill must go to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. The almost daily usage of 
the House is not to consider a bill an appropria- 
tion bill when the money to be paid out depends 
upon another appropriation bill to be passed by 
the House. All clerks in all tho Departments 
are paid out of money appropriated by the legis- 
lative, executive, and judicial appropriation bill, 
and appropriation bills for the various Depart- 
ments reported from time to time from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. I desire to sub- 
mit to the Speaker thata bill creating new officers 
and fixing their salaries necessarily involves the 
necessity of an appropriation of money, and 
hence clearly comes within the 112th rule. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that 
the usage, which he did not create, but which all 
previous Congresses have created and followed, 
is to the following effect: that when a pension 
bill is presented, declaring that a widow shall be 
placed upon the pension rolls to receive eight dol- 


Upon 
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| from that decision. 
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en decide : , 

without a single break in the ee a fepent dly, 
an appropriation bill, although the Goyer.” 
is bound to pay the pension. If the o, rhe it 
will show any section of this bill whi: h Hera 
that this money shall be paid out of aie vides 
in the ‘Treasury not otherwise appropraine 
Chair will sustain his point of order. Ody the 


Mr. HOLMAN. Will the Chair allow 


LE 


: me 

present an answer to the question which lank 
ut? = 
The SPEAKER. That can only be done } 

unanimous consent. i | 


Mr. PRICE objected. 
Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. Difte 


: ring ; 
the Speaker, I very reluctantly take from 


an appeal 


TheSPEAKER,. Willthe gentleman 


; ; X State hig 
precise point, as the ground of appeal has to t 
entered on the Journal ? * 


Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. It is thar a bil 
creating new Offices which involves the necessiry 
of an appropriation of the public money, m y 
under the 1]2th rule, go to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union before it cay jp 
considered. ee 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules 1, 
point of order, upon the ground that by the a 
form and unbroken usage of the House, as showy 
by the instances he has given and many others. 
the section alluded to by the gentleman from New 
York is nota section of an appropriation bill 
does not require consideration in a Commit 
the Whole. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. As that is 
evidently a frivolous point of order, | move { 
lay the appeal on the table. 

Mr. RANDALL, of Pennsylvania. I call the 


must, 


, and 


tee of 


0 


| yeas and nays upon that motion. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would state that 
he would prefer to have the vote taken directly 
upon the appeal. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
withdraw my motion. 

Mr. COFFROTH. I object, 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has a right 
to withdraw it. : 

Mr. BROOKS. Can it be done after the yeas 
and nays have been ordered? 

The SPEAKER. It can. 

Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. Idemand the yeas 
and nays upon the appeal. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The question is, “ Shall the 


I will then 


| decision of the Chair stand asthe judgmentof the 
| House?”’ 





The question was put; and it was decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 84, nays 9; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Ames, Anderson, Arnold, Ast 
ley, John D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Blaine, Boutwell, 
sroomall, William G. Brown, Ambrose W. Clark, Free- 
man Clarke, Cobb, Cole, Creswell, Henry Winter Davis, 
Dawes, Dawson, Driggs, Dumont, Eckley, Eldridge, Fams 


| worth, Frank, Garfield, Gooch Grinnell, Harrington, Higby, 


Hooper, Hotelikiss, Asahel W. Hubbard, Johu H. Hubbard, 
Hutehins, Jenckes, Julian, Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, Or 
lando Kellogg, King, Longyear, Marvin, McBride, M 

Clurg, MeIndoe, Samuel F. Miller, Moorhead, Morrill, 
Daniel Morris, James R. Morris, Morrison, Amos Myers, 
Noble. Charles O’Neill, Orth, Patterson, Periiam, Pike, 
Price, Pruyn, Radford, William H. Randali, Jolin H. & 


Stevens, Strouse, Stuart, Thayer, Tracy, Upson, VanValk 
enburgh, Elihu B. Washburne, Webster, Williams, Wild 
er, Wilson, Windom, and Woodbridge—™. eS 

NAYS—Messrs. William J. Allen, Chanter, Cofirot, 
Denison, Eden, Herrick, Samuel J. Randall, Wheel: rand 
Fernando Wood—9. ' 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. HOLMAN. [I raise a point of order on 
the forty-seventh section of the bill, which Is © 
be found upon page 39. ' 

Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin. I ask leave 0 
absence from the House for ten days from Mon- 
day next. 

No objection being made, the leave of absence 
was granted. ; 

Mr. HOLMAN. My point of order is, that 
this forty-seventh section makes an appropriation 
in money, and in the following language: — : 

“ Thereupon, the Comptroller shall give notice, i 
manuer as the Secretary of the Treasury shall by & oe “ 
rule or otherwise direct, to the holders of the cir ulati | 
uotes of such associations, to present them for Laer 
to the Treasury of the United States, and the om 
be paid as presented in the lawful money of the 0" 
States,” &c. 


I submit, in the first place, that that clause 


— 





